
WORSHIPING TOGETHER APART 
Dear SELC Family, 
  
These are trying times for us all.   And, just at the time we need each other for support 
and prayer more than ever before, we are unable to be physically present with one 
another.   It is important to acknowledge the loss and grief over this and the other 
restrictions and losses we are going through.   At the same time, we trust that God is 
with us and we are with each other in prayer and in spirit.   God will give us what we 
need to weather this crisis! 
  
One of the ways we hope that is experienced for as many as possible is through a 
shared time of worship, song and prayer through our online streaming.   As you have 
seen in our weekly newsletter, we are celebrating Lent and Sunday worship with you 
through our website.    Here are some suggestions about how to get the most out of this 
unique worship mode in your own home:  
  
1)  Read and reflect on the assigned bible readings for the day prior to joining us 
online.   They will be in our weekly newsletter and also in the bulletin that will be posted 
on the website, as we have been doing all along.   For your convenience, this Sunday, 
3/22, they are:  Ephesians 5:8-14 and John 9:1-41 (I chose only two because of the 
length of the John passage, which will be presented in a dramatic reading format).  
  
2)  Set aside a designated “holy space” for you and whomever is joining you in 
worship. Use that same space each time you worship.   This can help you to more 
readily move into a worshipful attitude and habit. 
  
3)  Do a trial run of connecting with the online service.   God to www.selcaz.org, scroll 
down to the  “Watch Services” button at the bottom.  You’ll see a list of worship services 
on the right, with the SELC logo on it.  Click on the worship service you want to 
watch.  (Note that an upcoming service is also listed there but won’t be active until the 
actual start time).   Adjust volume and viewing screen to your liking.  We go “live” at 
10:00 am (MST) on Sundays and 11:00 am (MST) on Wednesdays.  Recordings are 
archived there for 90 days.   
  
4) Place a piece of bread and some wine or grape juice on a table near you for 
each in the household if you choose to “join” us when we celebrate communion with the 
few worship leaders gathered in the sanctuary.  This is totally up to you and your 
comfort level if you want to share in this way.   Remember that God’s spirit is also fully 
present in the Word and “where two or three are gathered in His Name”, whether 
physically present or virtually present, so there is no faith requirement that you partake 
in communion in this way.   Pastor will give instruction as to what to do during the 
communion time if you choose to join us.   
  
5)  Light a candle when we light the altar candles during the Prelude at the start of 
worship to symbolize the Light of the World which shines upon all of us in Jesus Christ. 
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6)  Consider some kind of offering you can lift up or share during and after 
worship.  This can take all kinds of forms, from monetary gifts to SELC, to a local 
helping organization, to calling loved ones to check on them, and in myriads of other 
ways.  Perhaps share with us what you commit yourselves to do in this time. 
  
7)  Share your prayer requests, feedback and responses via electronic 
means even during the worship service.  This could be through texts to Pastor Perry’s 
cell (520-226-6383), Intern Pastor Paul’s cell (425) 760-4190), email me 
at pastor@selcaz.org, or Facebook comments at “Sierra Evangelical Lutheran 
Church.”  (we are also exploring other means, like Instagram and Twitter).   We’ll 
periodically check these even in the worship and add your prayers or respond as we 
can then, if feasible.  We also invite feedback as to how this experience is and isn’t 
working for you.  
  
8)  Send us a photo of yourselves that we can tape to the pews so we few who are in 
worship in the sanctuary have that sense of your walking with us through this and you 
have that symbolic presence with us together.   Email, postal mail or bring it in.  If you 
can print it out in an 8 X 10 size, that’s helpful but not required.  
  
We have already received several positive comments about Wednesday’s Lenten 
experience.   We hope and pray that this service is uplifting and helpful to us all.  We 
are also working on copying the recording onto DVDs to bring to those who don’t have 
internet service.  Let us know if you’re interested in that.  
  
In addition to these opportunities, we also are opening our sanctuary to a few at a 
time who would like to meditate or pray while practicing physical distancing.   We’ll 
have that space available on Mondays and Thursdays from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.  Also 
watch for our Monday Messenger for more suggestions about “being church” in your 
home. 
  
Pastor Mark and Intern Pastor Paul are contacting SELC members and friends by 
phone to check in and offer prayers and support.  Let us know if you have any particular 
needs, concerns or questions or if you know of others who have needs of which we may 
not be aware.   
  
Let us continue to trust in God who “by the power at work within us is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the 
church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.” (Eph. 3:20-21)  
  
With His love, 
Pastor Mark Perry 
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