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“The Goal of Creation” Sermon 
10/4/2020 – SELC – Pastor Mark Perry 

This is the conclusion of our five-week “Season of Creation” series.  Thank you for 
joining in as we explored creation theology through the “Goodness of Creation,” “The 
Godliness of Creation,” “The Groaning of Creation,” “The Guarding of Creation,” and, 
now, “The Goal of Creation.”   

Now, through all this talk about “creation,” some may understandably ask, “it’s all well 
and good that we talk about faith and nature, but how does Christ fit in all this? 

Beloved, this is the mind-blowing, heart-leaping, hope-expanding Truth:  It’s not about 
trying to fit Christ in all this.  It’s that ALL THIS FITS IN CHRIST.   

Nowhere is that more profoundly proclaimed than in the ancient hymn of the early 
Church that is Colossians 1:15-20.   And nowhere in that passage is this more focused 
than in one little preposition, that one little word:  “FOR.”    

In that word, found in verses 16 and 18, we see the PLAN, the PURPOSE, and the 
PROCESS of Christ from creation to New Creation and the part we play in that process. 

Christ is the PLAN.   In verse 16:  “for in him [Christ] all things in heaven and on earth 
were created…”  As our John 1 and Proverbs 8 passages also proclaim, like “In the 
beginning was the Word…,”  Jesus the Christ was present and part of God’s bringing the 
universe into existence at The Beginning of It All.   He is the Logos,  the “blueprint” for 
all of our natural world.   This is where we are reminded that “Christ” is not Jesus’ last 
name but the title and description of the Incarnated One who is greater than simply the 
man Jesus who walked the earth over 2000 years ago.   Christ is the One that is 
“firstborn” of all creation, the “image of the invisible God. ”  The “Alpha” of Revelation 
21.   

Today is the Commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, who died on this date in 1226.   We 
typically associate this little monk with statues in the garden, often holding a little bird 
or having other animals around him.   The reason for that is because he was one who 
saw and celebrated the connection between all living things and Christ himself.    His 
main philosophy and approach to ministry was that of  deep compassion and sense of 
justice for every living thing, human and non-human.   One of the great expressions of 
this is the poem he wrote, “Canticle of the Creatures,” that is the basis for today’s hymn, 
“All Creatures, Worship God Most High!” (ELW #835).   It is clear in that poem that 
Francis sees Christ behind all of creation and being praised in and through all the 
created beings and things of the universe, when he writes: 

“Praised be You, my Lord, with all your creatures, especially Sir Brother Sun, Who 
is the day and through whom You give us light. And he is beautiful and radiant 
with great splendor; and bears a likeness of You, most High One.”   
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Christ as the PLAN of creation.   In that same verse 16, of Colossians, we see Christ as 
the PURPOSE of all creation:  “all things have been created through him and for him.”  
Christ as the “Goal” of everything.   When Jesus came, we were meant to see in Him 
what everything is supposed to be headed towards.    “We have seen his glory, glory as 
of the Father’s only Son, full of grace and truth,” as John describes it.    

As wonderful and awesome as is this universe, we are also daily confronted with its 
brokenness, it’s “less than” quality, it’s pain and suffering.  But Jesus, in whom is the 
complete union of Creator and creation, is what this world is intended to be.   The 
creation moving towards New Creation. Revelation 21 describes it, “the New Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven as a bride adorned for the bridegroom.”  (see also 
Ephesians 1: 

How does this happen?  That’s the PROCESS of Christ’s work, found in the “for” verse 
19-20, “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him, God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross.” 

As we heard from Intern Pastor Annela in her “The Groaning of Creation” sermon, earth, 
sky, rocks, all responded to the death of Jesus on the cross, as it were, crying out, 
because the very creation itself knew what was happening, even if we did not.   And all 
of that was involved in that salvific process of Christ’s dying on the cross.    

The Message translates this in a wonderful way: 

From beginning to end he’s  [Christ] there, towering far above everything, 
everyone. So spacious is he, so roomy, that everything of God finds its proper 
place in him without crowding. Not only that, but all the broken and dislocated 
pieces of the universe—people and things, animals and atoms—get properly 
fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his death, his blood 
that poured down from the cross.  

Not so much that we try to fit Christ into it all but all of it fits into Christ: “So 
spacious is he, so roomy, that everything of God finds its proper place in him 
without crowding.”   

We have been talking through the past four weeks about trying to save the world.   Heal 
the creation.   Restore its health and vitality.  And, indeed, we should.  We also admit 
and confess that we cannot do that by ourselves.   It is beyond our capability.   We 
surrender to that.   As much as we want to help make this world a better place, it is not 
the “end all” for believers.   We are not only about lifting up the Creation but the New 
Creation as well.  The New Creation most fully revealed in the man Jesus and which is 
being revealed and will be revealed in the Coming Christ who accomplishes that through 
his death on the cross and resurrection from the tomb.  And this is a great Gift for who 
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we are and what we are called to do.   It is THE primary and never-ending source of our 
empowerment and our efforts towards creation care.    

For, as we acknowledged last week, the problem and the task before us is huge.  It’s 
overwhelming.  About many things, but Especially when it comes to dealing with 
Climate Change.   We can hardly wrap our minds around how terrible a threat it is, let 
alone how we might try to slow it down.   But, here is where the plan, purpose and 
process of Christ’s New Creation provides us with Hope beyond hope. 

 As Mariam Kammell, Asst. Professor of NT Studies, Regent College, (Vancouver, BC @ 
https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1849) writes: 

“Because of the cross, we can live in great confidence and joy that all the things 
that are so wrong will be made right and that Christ has already begun putting all 
things right. By inviting us into his kingdom, we are partners and co-inheritors of 
all things made right, and so we should work for justice and the righting of 
wrongs; we should work for peace and reconciliation, but we do these things 
because we know that all of this will be done in Christ. 

… And we know we are on the “winning side” of this struggle, so we press on with 
joy and confidence, celebrating each victory in Christ’s name and mourning each 
act of oppression as an affront to Christ on the cross.  

It is this divine Hope that makes Christians, perhaps more than any others, able to press 
forward even when the task seems impossible.  It gives us the hope and vision to see 
that even the most humble and simple of efforts is participating in the Christ’s process 
of bringing in the New Creation.  Of being part of that “reconciliation,” of helping 
“broken and dislocated pieces of the universe… get properly fixed and fit together in 
vibrant harmonies.” 

So we can engage in doing what we can to mitigate against Climate change:  installing 
LED light bulbs, driving less and walking more or finding alternate means of 
transportation, buying electric cars if financially able, putting in more insulation in our 
homes, running the AC at a higher temp, recycling, xeriscaping like we’re doing around 
the church, supporting regenerative agriculture that is effective at ‘drawing down’ 
carbon, (and I highly recommend watching “Kiss the Ground” documentary on Netflix to 
learn more), join up with other groups working towards greater sustainability, like the 
Nature Conservancy, Sierra Club, or our action team forming here soon at SELC, and 
voting for elected leaders at all levels who follow the science, respect it, and apply it 
accordingly in laws and policies. 

Most of all, as Dr. Katharine Hayhoe encouraged in our first Climate Change 
presentation, we don’t just remain silent, but we talk about these issues with others, 
not in a spirit of confrontation but of cooperation.   It can make a world of difference 
and that can make for a different world.   

https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=1849
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So, whether it’s facing climate change or the many other seemingly overwhelming 
challenges facing us these days, having before us the larger, more expansive and most 
powerful vision of Who Christ is, and Christ’s plan, purpose and process  , can give us the 
strength, perseverance, wisdom and, most of all, hope, to keep moving forward.   

For, Christ IS our Goal, as Philippians 3:12-14 says, 

“Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press 
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do 
not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies 
behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on towards the goal for 
the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”  

Amen. 

 


