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Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Website: www.selcaz.org – E-mail: admin@selcaz.org - 520-459-0444 

101 N. Lenzner Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
 

 

PASTOR PERRY’S LETTER 
 

“37Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say that I am a king. For this I was born, 

and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice.’ 38Pilate asked him, ‘What is truth?’”     - John 18:37-38 
 

What is truth?   Pilate’s question is more and more the question of our age.   With so many questions and 

accusations flying around about who tells the truth and who promotes falsehoods, misinformation or 

exaggeration, it is difficult to discern fact from fiction.   And with the prevalence of “relativism,” that is, 

“my truth is my truth and your truth is your truth” from college classrooms to interreligious debates, 

where we find true Authority in our lives can get confusing. 
 

To help clear up the confusion and provide guidance for discerning what really belongs to The Truth, I am 

presenting a sermon series this month on “What is Truth?” or, “Where Now is the Authority?”  I will 

share tools and resources about how we can better discern which voices are authentic in following God’s 

values and which may not be.   I’ll be using the classic four categories of determining authority according 

to Scripture, Tradition, Reason and Experience (or Inspiration), with Scripture, of course, being pre-

eminent among the others.   Here’s the outline of topics: 

Aug. 25th – Introduction to ‘What is Truth?” 

Sept. 1st – “Scripture” 

Sept. 8th – Hymn Fest Worship – 9 am (no sermon) 

Sept. 15th– “Tradition” 

Sept. 22nd – “Reason” 

Sept. 29th – “Experience” 
 

I believe this can be helpfully applied in many areas of our lives.  I hope and pray that our Sunday 

reflections together will be helpful and strengthening to all who wrestle with trying to decide who and 

what deserves more of our attention and trust and how God is still speaking in our own lives and hearts.  
 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Perry 
 

 

HYMN FEST WORSHIP SERVICE 

September 8th – 9:00 am ONLY 
 

Join us for this joyful celebration of praise and prayer, using the hymns and songs YOU have suggested.   

Holy Communion will also be celebrated.    
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CHURCH PICNIC 

Sunday, September 8th starting at 12 Noon 

at Len Roberts Park, 101 E. Theater Dr.  

 
Join us for a great day of fun and fellowship!  Everyone is asked to bring a covered dish to share.  Lemonade, 

iced tea and water will be provided.  There will be ice cream too! We will have use of the whole park for the 

picnic and the water feature (don’t forget to bring towel and dry clothes.)  There will be games such as corn 

hole, kick ball and water balloon toss with prizes for the winners. For more information contact Deanna 

Sanner 803-0576 or Sandy Urlie-Hall 895-8376.  Don’t forget to bring your lawn chair. 

 

 
NEW GRAND PIANO 

 

We offer up our joyful gratitude to God for the generosity and 

love reflected in the wonderful new Kawai grand piano for our 

sanctuary donated by Jim Thompson in memory and honor of his 

wife, Darlene. 

 

A special dedication prayer time will happen in worship on a date 

yet to be determined. 

 

 
 

CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 

 

Continuous Communion can be done at the Altar Railing or walking. The discussion of this comes from 

Worship and Music Committee and was explained by both Intern Amy and Pastor Mark in that we are 

ONE body in Christ and therefore it is fitting to do the post communion blessing to the congregation as a 

whole after everyone has communed. Starting on September 1st at the 8am service, everyone will be 

directed to the communion rail by the ushers. You may kneel or stand as you are used to. You will receive 

the bread and the wine as you are used to. Once you have received communion you will return to your 

pew and someone else will take your place at the rail. Once they have received communion they will 

return to their pew and someone else will take a place at the rail - continuously - until all have communed 

and at that time Pastor will give the post communion blessing for the congregation as a whole. The 10:45 

service has been taking communion in this continuous way for a few weeks now. We will be serving 

communion in this way for 3 Sundays. This is by no means a new way of taking communion. Please, 

always make your comments known to us after doing this for 3 weeks.  

 

 

SEPTEMBER ADULT CLASSES 

 

Sundays, starting Sept. 1st, and continuing this fall, at our 9:30 Faith Formation hour in the Fellowship 

Hall, we’ll be using a new (to us) format of “Augsburg Adult Bible Studies” booklets with the topic of 

“Responding to God’s Grace.” (please note:  No Faith Formation classes 9/8 but join us for the Church 

Picnic at noon!)  Booklets are available for free to pick up on Sundays or from the front office. 

 

Wednesdays, 9-10 am, in the Music Room, continuing this month, a look at the Old Testament Prophets 

and what they have to speak of God’s will, judgment and grace to us today.   
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VIA DE CRISTO 

RENEWAL AND DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY RETREAT 

October 10-13, 2019 

 

“A SELC invitation to all to receive a wonderful gift from God” 

 

What is VIA de CRISTO? – It is a highly structured three-day weekend designed to strengthen and renew the 

faith of Christian people. There is no cost to participants to attend the weekend. 

 

Dates for 2019 – Thursday Oct 10 – Sunday Oct 13. This weekend is open to married couples and single men 

and women. 

 

What happens at a VIA de Cristo weekend? – Participants live, study, worship, and commune together 

daily. Talks are given by lay people as well as clergy, which present the Christian life, based on the person and 

teachings of Jesus Christ. Following each talk the main points of the talk are discussed. There is also music 

and singing, food and fellowship, a time for laughter and a time for prayer. It is a powerful and unique 

weekend where one can truly experience God’s love in action. 

 

Who should consider attending? – Those who desire to strengthen their relationship with Christ, renew and 

grow in their faith and learn more about prayer, Bible study, and sharing their faith with others. 

 

Where to find more info – Go to www.soazviadecristo.org then click on “Via de Cristo”, then click on 

“Weekends” or you may contact either Jim Cleven, SELC parish representative at 520-678-0414, 

eaglelope@cox.net; Pastor Mark Perry or Linda Perry, Dir. of Faith Formation.  

 

ALL APPLICATION PACKAGES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY AUGUST 31, 2019. 

 

 

FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

The council met on 15 August 2019, the following are some of the items discussed and voted on: 

a. Ministry Priority Objectives: Improve Property: As one of the Ministry Priority Objectives, the SELC 

ADA Access Committee is happy to announce we have fully achieved our financial goal for the 

American Disabilities Act (ADA) Access Ramp on the North Side of the campus.  God bless all who 

supported this endeavor.  The contractor’s proposal is with the City of S.V. for approval. 

b. Due to a very generous donation in memory of Darlene Thompson, a new grand piano has been 

delivered to SELC.  It is available for use as immediately, but as it acclimates to the sanctuary 

conditions, we’ll have it professionally tuned in the coming months. 

c. The council also approved the local NAMI chapter (National Alliance on Mental Illness), to meet once 

a week on Monday evenings at 6PM in both classrooms 3 and 4 with use of the Fellowship Hall 

bathrooms, a donation to assist with cleaning will be forthcoming. 

d. As we are called to be good stewards of our Earth, the council approved the placement of a donated 

small water retention container on the patio.  We are continuing to seek ways to improve our 

stewardship while improving the campus. 

e. The council is seeking assistance from three congregational members to assist on the nominating 

committee.  Both Doug Hamp and I are the two council members on this committee, but we require 

three more from our congregation.  Please pray to assist us. 

f. Lastly, we will begin our church wide audit in the near future.  We now have a team of three non-

Council members.  Thank you who volunteered. 

 

God Bless you all and may the peace of Christ be with you all. 

Larry Rewis 

President, SELC Congregation Council 
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FROM INTERN PASTOR PAUL BENZ 

“I thank my God every time I remember you.” Philippians 1:3 

 

Greetings to you, our siblings here at SELC, and Thank You for the great love, the warm hospitality, the 

overwhelming kindness and sincere generosity you have shown our family since our arrival.  I look 

forward to spending the next year here with you in service and community centered in our Savior Jesus 

Christ. 
 

When we take leaps of faith, the world, whose message is often scarcity, personal gain and fear of the 

unknown, will send wary messages: “You’re going to be a pastor? You’re going to leave your job, your 

family, your home in Uganda and move to the USA?”  When we make bold choices to commit our life to 

Christ, or to anything that the world opposes, we may be called foolish in so many words.  “But God 

chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise: God chose what is weak in the world to shame the 

strong.” 1 Corinthians 1:27 
 

From the dinners and lunches, to helping us move into the new intern house (which is awesome BTW), 

from the bevy of gift cards to advocacy in the school enrollment process, from the handshakes and 

laughter at church to the recommendations for things of great beauty in interest to experience here in 

Cochise County, I have to tell you that the Holy Spirit has answered our prayers through you and the 

community you create and cultivate here in Sierra Vista.  Thank You. God is real, and God is Good! 
 

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed introductions with much of the youth and many of you this past week.  I can’t 

wait to see you all at the ice cream social this Sunday where we can get to know each other more.  Feel 

free to ask questions like: what exactly is a Kukyala and a Kwanzula? (and how do pronounce those 

words for that matter), What languages do they speak in Uganda? What did you do in the Peace Corps? 

How many times have you all moved in the last 3 months? (Hint: more than three and less than ten), What 

are some of the plays or film productions you were in and how did you go from acting to seminary? I’m 

grateful and eager for the opportunity to worship and serve with you and look forward to fellowship ice 

cream and Q&A this Sunday. See you there! 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Intern Pastor Paul 
 

 

NOTES FROM MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

Choir Rehearsals Have Begins! Thursday, August 29 at 7pm.  Been in choir already?  Thinking you’d 

like to come sing with us?  Come and check us out, we are looking forward to a great year ahead.  If you 

have any questions, please email Jess Barrera at jbarrera2277@pointloma.edu.  It’s not too late to join in! 

 

 

THE HELPING HEARTS TUTORING PROGRAM 
 

Helping Hearts Tutoring needs new leadership, as Janet Pressler and Janet Bobar will no longer head the 

program. This has been a successful outreach ministry for the past nine years by offering guidance and 

tutoring to neighboring Bella Vista School students (Grades 1-6) in reading and math.  If you are 

interested in seeing this Outreach Ministry continue, contact Janet Pressler at 520-255-0507 or  

janet.pressler@gmail.com. 
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LINDA PERRY 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s 

Ministry Moments 

 

 

Throughout Scripture, God calls us to be his priests, and for Martin Luther this became an important point 

in his theology.  1 Peter 2:9 says, “You are ….a royal priesthood.”  The background from this passage is a 

quote from Exodus where God gave the nation of Israel the same call:  Exodus 19:6 “…and you shall be 

to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…”  There are many other passages as well from Revelation, 

Isaiah, the Psalms and more that call us to be his priests.  We are to be set apart to announce the gospel to 

all those in darkness, for as priests, we have been “called out of darkness into his marvelous light”  

(1 Peter2:9).  There is to be a change in believers.  We are to live in the light as he is in the light (1 John 

1:6-7).   

 

As priests, we are not only recipients of God’s love, grace, mercy, goodness, kindness and forgiveness, 

but we are to be conduits of that same love, grace, mercy, goodness, kindness and forgiveness.  As author, 

Beth Guckenberger puts it so beautifully in her book, Start With Amen; “Our chief concern in every 

interaction should be to show others what God is like.  That’s the why behind meeting human need: to 

give someone a picture of what God is like.  When I am acting like his priest, next to you acting like his 

priest, then together we make up a kingdom of priests.  It’s a stunning demonstration to a world used to 

watching people fall apart instead of come together.  When we remember that every single time we put to 

death our natural selves and tap into our spiritual selves, we put God on display.  Why does he tell us so 

often to enter each other’s lives?  So that through each other, we would see him for a moment.”   

 

In his writing, The Theology of Martin Luther, Paul Althaus asserts that for Luther, the “priesthood of all 

believers” emphasizes the congregational life and the reality of the congregation as a community.  I 

celebrate this faith community/family of Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church and the way in which I see 

time and again, how brothers and sisters in Christ share the love, grace, mercy, goodness, kindness and 

forgiveness of God with one another!  I celebrate how 6 generations come together under one roof from 

all different walks of life to lift with one voice and shared unity our praises to Jesus, our Lord, on a 

Sunday morning!  I celebrate how I catch a glimpse of the Holy Spirit through precious moments shared 

in Faith Formation Classes, Bible Study and G.I.F.T. (Generations In Faith Together) through the stories 

or words of wisdom shared from a 9 year old to an 90 year old!  I celebrate how our people through many 

different ministry areas share and convey the hands, heart and hope of a loving God through all they say 

and do for others here, in the community and world abroad.  It is a great joy and blessing to be a part of 

this priesthood of believers of all ages encompassing 6 generations!  And as Luther reminds us; “Most 

certainly father and mother are apostles, bishops and priests to their children for it is they who make them 

acquainted with the Gospel in short, there is no greater or nobler authority on earth than that of parent 

over their children, for this authority is both spiritual and temporal.  Whoever teaches the Gospel to 

another is truly his apostle and bishop.”  (The Estate of Marriage, 1522 LW 45:46).   

 

May we all feel the call to be his priests, and to continue to paint a beautiful picture of what God is like in 

this place and time for all to see as “we are called out of darkness into his marvelous light!”   

 

Upcoming Happenings! 

• Thursdays in September– Sr. High L.I.F.T. (Leaping in Faith Together) & Jr. High Confirmation 

meet each in the upstairs Youth Rooms. LIFT is 12:30 p.m.  to 2:30 p.m. and Confirmation is 2:30 

p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Sr. High are encouraged to stay until 2:45 p.m. to share in our song and praise time 

together! 
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• September 8 – Annual Church Picnic – 12 Noon at Len Roberts Park!  All children, youth and all 

families and friends of SELC are invited to attend this fun annual event!  Invite a friend! Bring a potluck 

dish to share and enjoy ice cream, games and water play!  Bring or wear your bathing suit and bring a 

towel and your own lawn chair.  This special event will be our G.I.F.T. (Generations In Faith Together) 

this month. 

• September 14 – Krazy Kritters Goat Sanctuary/Kids Helping Kids- Combined Youth Work Project 

& Swim Party– 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. – SELC Jr. & Sr. High youth will join youth from Sierra Vista 

United Methodist Church, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church and United Church of Christ to help with work 

projects.  We will carpool from SELC and work until 11:30 a.m.  A pizza lunch with salad and watermelon 

will be provided for all in the Fellowship Hall back at SELC at 12:00 noon and then we will enjoy 

swimming and fun at Pueblo Del Sol Country Club from 1:30 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. There is no cost for this 

special event.  For questions or more information and to RSVP (required) contact Linda Perry at 

dff@selcaz.org or on her cell at 520-247-2454. 

• September 25 – See You At The Poles – All are welcome to join students and adults at this amazing 

annual event that is celebrated across the country. Local SV pastors and youth ministers will be meeting at 

Buena High and JCMS to lift up our prayers for students, staff and the gift of learning across the globe and 

how we are all connected in Christ! Pastor Mark, Intern Pastor Paul and Linda will be joining other staff 

and youth in prayer before school starts at Buena High and Joyce Clark Middle School. 

• September 29 – Candlelight Dinner Fundraiser – 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall!  All Jr. & Sr. High 

Youth will be helping to prepare and serve a delicious pasta dinner complete with candlelight, soft music 

and impeccable service to our SELC family.  We will have a gluten free and vegetarian options available.  

This will be special fundraiser for camp and retreat scholarships and the upcoming ELCA Gathering in St. 

Paul, MN in 2021!  Yes!  We are working well ahead of the game this year to raise funds.  A freewill 

donation will be collected, and reservations are required for all who wish to enjoy this fine dining 

experience!  Please spread the word and invite your family and friends.  Childcare will be provided, if 

requested, for children 7 and under.  All youth must sign up if you will be able to help at this very special 

and important event.  Hours of service will be logged that will help earn you credit in your youth account 

to help you attend camps and the Gathering in 2021!  

 

Looking Ahead!  You Don’t Want To Miss This!! 

November 9 – Youth Connects!  A one-day retreat for all 6th – 12th Grade from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 

Christ Lutheran Vail Ministry Center. This year’s music leaders are once again Swen & Dean and Pastor 

Bill Yonker! The theme is What Would Jesus Tweet?  Social Media is present in everyday life! Sessions will 

include discussion on ‘posting like Jesus’, using words for positive expression, being safe on the internet, 

seeing symptoms of depression and anxiety related to social media pressures.  We will have sessions for youth 

and adults to attend as well as a service project.  Registration Fee August to Oct.1 is $75 for youth and $50 for 

leaders.  After October 1 $90 for youth and $65 for leaders.  Please register by September 30th!  Online 

registration should be available soon or you can register through Linda Perry.  Registration includes all 

materials, lunch, dinner and campfire s’mores.  Full Scholarships are available upon request.  See Linda Perry. 

 

 

FROM THE ALTAR GUILD: 

 

Our church has been blessed with the gifts of new candlesticks for the Altar and new flower vases for the 

alcove. One candlestick and candle were donated by Faye and Tony Toto in thanks for all the blessings HE has 

given them. The second candlestick and candle come from the 2019 Easter lilies and love offering made by 

members of this congregation. Both flower vases are being donated by Norma and Bob Jones celebrating their 

wedding anniversary this year. These beautiful items will be presented and blessed for worship September 1st. 

 

By-Yearly Altar Guild Meeting will be October 15th at 6:30PM in the Sanctuary. 

Pastor Mark will be speaking on our Liturgy.  All are welcome to see and hear how this amazing team works 

together to make worship meaningful for YOU.  Mark your calendar. 

 

mailto:dff@selcaz.org
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

     As we have written before, stewardship is about more than just what you give in Sunday’s offering.  

Your time and talents create and maintain the ministries of the church and are very important aspects of 

stewardship. 
 

     Caring for our environment is also part of being a good steward.  The phrase “reduce, reuse, recycle” 

has been in use over 40 years and serves to remind us of actions we can take to minimize the burden our 

waste creates.  “Reduce” – think using reusable shopping bags rather than paper or plastic.  “Reuse” – 

find creative ways to use things we may throw out – composting is an example.  “Recycle” – turning 

waste into new products.  
 

     We are all familiar with recycling and once again there has been a change in how we recycle here in 

Sierra Vista.  We no longer have curbside recycling, but everything we used to put in our blue bins can 

still be recycled at the Sierra Vista Recycling Center located at the County Transfer Station on Highway 

90.  It requires a bit more effort on the individual’s part but is simple to do.  Use smaller containers that 

will fit in your vehicle to collect your recyclables.  Pre-sorting will help the staff at the center, but it is not 

required.  You can drive up and they will help retrieve the items from your vehicle, dump them into the 

sorting trough, give back your container and you are on your way.  If you pre-sort, you can take your 

items directly to the designated areas yourself.  
 

Here’s a quick overview of what materials are accepted at the Sierra Vista Recycling Center: 

• Plastic bottles and jugs with the numbers 1 and 2 on them. Examples include soda and water bottles, 

liquid laundry detergent jugs, and milk jugs. 

• Corrugated cardboard (the kind with the wavy lines in the middle). Please place all other fiberboard 

(like cereal boxes and paper towel cores) in your green trash bin. 

• Aluminum and steel (“tin”) cans, like soda cans and soup cans. 

• Glass bottles and jars. Please remove any lids or corks.  

Please rinse out your recyclables. Don’t worry about taking off the labels or lids on plastics, but please 

remove lids and corks on glass. 
 

     There are many other things that can be recycled; check out the portable bulletin board on the patio for 

information on what those items are and where they can be recycled. 
 

Your Stewardship Team 

Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson, Jim Cleven and Joanne March, Team Chair 
 

 

SELC WOMEN UPDATE 

 

 22 women came together on Saturday, August 17th to study the Book of Esther through the eyes of 

Moravian Bishop Kay Ward, who wrote this study. I personally want to thank Leslie McCourt for her 

wonderful insight on this book and her forthcoming sharing especially on how her life’s work as a 

budget analyst brought her to being our church treasurer. How wonderful to be able to weave “for just 

such a time as this” into our own lives. It does bring the Bible alive for me. We had the honor of 

meeting Monica and Joy, our new Interns family. 
 

 Plans are beginning made for us to host the Sunrise/Santa Cruz Spring Gathering on March 7th, 2020. 

As hosts, we will be opening our facility to about 75 women. The theme of the day is “LOVE” and 

our keynote speaker is Father Greg Adolf. We will be preparing and serving a “lovely luncheon” and 

we will have an ingathering of supplies such as paper towels, toilet paper, cleaning supplies and 

toiletries for Good Neighbor Alliance, our local homeless shelter. We will be sent on our way 

following a communion service. Many hands are needed to make this a success. Won’t you join the 

fun? 
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SHEPHERD’S FOLD NEWS 

 

Did you see the article in the Sierra Vista Herald on our garden?  It was well written and highlighted 

Shepherd’s Fold and the children. (article below) 

 

We are expecting our First Things First evaluation between August 26th and September 16th.  This is 

important for us as this is what determines our star rating and we are currently at a four star.  Our star 

rating is what determines the number of scholarships we get and incentive money.  We are still low and 

children and are hoping to pick up in the next few weeks now that the older children are back in school.  

 

James and I will be attending a mandatory renewal meeting for CACFP on September 4th and 5th in 

Pheonix.  This is our food program that reimburses us for a portion of the healthy meals we serve. 

 

If you are fall cleaning some items that we can always use are: 

 Copy paper white 

 Copy paper colored 

 Ink pens 

 Crayons 

 Scotch tape 

 

 Clear box tape 

 Duct tape 

 Masking tape 

 Crayons 

 Markers 

 Colored pencils 

 Glue 

 Glue sticks 

 Stickers 

 Loose paper 

 Glitter glue 

 

Please pray for all of us hear at Shepherd’s Fold as we have a nerve-wracking month ahead of us and we 

still have a State inspection and CACFP inspection after this one. 

 

Thank you for all your support and prayers. 

Dena L. Anderson 

Director, Shepherd’s Fold Child Care Center 

 

Check Out The Summer Shepherd’s Fold Garden!! 

From planting to produce, its interesting but rather sad, to realize that the majority of our children have 

had no experience in ‘digging in the dirt’.  The garden can be a great tool to help educate everyone who 

takes an interest in God’s wonderful creation, where food comes from, how it grows, what helps it to 

grow, and how it tastes!  What’s growing now includes pumpkins, corn, scarlet runner beans, pole beans 

(a variety carried by Indians on the Trail of Tears), mint, cucumber, zinnia, marigold, strawberry, cape 

honeysuckle, calendula, concord grapes, roses, and of course, weeds when we get lazy!  Did you know 

many flowers and young tumbleweeds are edible, as are some of the other weeds?  Thank you to the 

Shepherd’s Fold staff that help to maintain the garden and use it as a teaching tool.  Located next to the 

classrooms on the north side of the fellowship hall stop by and check it out!! 
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Our denomination, the ELCA, holds a churchwide assembly triennially - to worship, vote on matters of 

governance and policy, and be church together for the sake of the world.  This past week’s churchwide 

assembly was full of important votes and actions, including: 

• Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton was reelected for a second six-year term on the first ballot. 

• A declaration of apology to our siblings of African descent, which was received by the African 

Descent Lutheran Association with thanks and a call for accountability and living into the words 

shared. 

• Approved resolution declaring the ELCA is a “sanctuary church body,” encouraging participation in 

the ELCA AMMPARO initiative for migrant children, discernment of care for our immigrant 

neighbors in our context, and the promise of forthcoming resources for this work. 

• Approved support for the World Council of Church’s Thursdays in Black, awareness movement for a 

world without rape and violence.  

• Voted to commemorate June 17 as a day of repentance, in honor and remembrance of the martyrdom 

of the Emanuel 9. 

• Approved a declaration for inter-religious commitment, reaffirming ecumenical and interfaith 

partnerships. 

• Approved the recommendations from a strategic taskforce which has been studying how to work 

toward authentic diversity in our church. 

• Approved memorials: affirming but not “endorsing” the Poor People’s Campaign, care for immigrants 

and refugees, and other statements. 

• Adopted a new social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice: a Lutheran Call to Action,” and its 

implementing resolutions.  

• Deacon Sue Rothmeyer was elected Churchwide Secretary, a full-time position which acts as 

executive administrator and leader on all constitutional matters and interpretation. 

• Constitutional change for Deacons (rostered ministers of word and service) to be ordained, from the 

previous practice of consecration. 

• Celebrated the milestones of 50 years of women's ordination, 40 years since the first woman of color 

was ordained, and 10 years since full inclusion of LGBTQIA+ clergy. 
 

For more information, go to www.elca.org and search “Churchwide Assembly 2019.” 
 

 

COLLECTION OF GREETING CARDS 

 

I now have a contact for the Navajo Lutheran Mission School.  She informs me that the person who is in 

charge of crafts with the students would be very pleased to receive used greeting cards (FRONTS ONLY, 

please) as well as the new cards (& envelopes) you wish to donate. 
 

The collection box is still in the narthex.  Please continue to put your cards in the box so we can continue 

this ministry of outreach. 
 

Thank you and blessings, Joanne March - POC 
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CANDLELIGHT DINNER FUNDRAISER 

SEPTEMBER 29 – 5:30 P.M. 

SELC Fellowship Hall 

 

All Jr. & Sr. High Youth will be helping to prepare and serve a delicious pasta dinner complete with 

candlelight, soft music and impeccable service to our SELC family.  We will have a gluten free and 

vegetarian options available.  We welcome all who wish to enjoy this fine dining experience!   

A freewill donation will be collected, and reservations are required! 

Childcare provided, upon request, for children 10 and under. 

 

This will be special fundraiser for camp and retreat scholarships and the upcoming ELCA Gathering in St. 

Paul, MN in 2021!  Yes!  We are working well ahead of the game this year to raise funds. Please spread 

the word and invite your family and friends.   

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY UPDATE! 

 

A Very Special Thank You to Virginia Wickizer.  Virginia has long led the Prayer Shawl Ministry, but 

after many years of faithful service she has decided that it is time to pass on the torch.  Pat Bogan has 

volunteered head this loving ministry, but she needs your help.  If you make prayer shawls, want to make 

them or if you have ideas or information to make an easier transition, please contact Pat at 458-1363 or 

email her at pabogan@gmail.com. The group can also use any yarn suitable for the shawls. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS AIRLIFT TO THE NAVAJO NATION 

 

Items to be collected:                     New and Near New Clothes and Shoes 

Canned and Nonperishable Foods 

Children’s Gifts (if wrapped, label with sex and age appropriateness) 

 

COLLECTION DATES: OCTOBER 13 thru NOVEMBER 3 ONLY. 

A Collection box will be located in the Narthex 

 

For information call George Pohlman, 458-0668.  George and other volunteers will be flying donations to 

The Navajo Nation on November 9, 2019.  What a great day to especially pray for the flyers as well as 

those who will be receiving these donations of love! 

 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

 

Financial Update as of July 31, 2019: 

 $256,072 YTD Total Income 

 $265,320 YTD Total Expenses 

 $    9,239 YTD (in the red)  

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the October Messenger are due into the church office No Later than SEPTEMBER 20. (No 

exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please call 

459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 
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SEPTEMBER 2019 SELC CALENDAR 
 

1 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
In-Home 
Communion 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 

2 
Office Closed 

For 
Labor Day 

3 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
6:30 pm Faith 
Formation Team 
Meeting 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

4 
9 am Bible Study 

5 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9 am Stitch In Time 
Quilters 
9 am Worship and 
Music Meeting 
12:30 pm LIFT 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
4:30 pm PIPs 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

6 
1 pm Senior 
Games 
6 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing   

7 
7 am Men's Prayer 
Breakfast 

8 
In-Home 
Communion 
9 am Hymn Fest 
Worship Service 
12 pm Church 
Picnic 

9 
11 am Fellowship 
Team Meeting 
11 am 
Stewardship Team 
Meeting 

10 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
1 pm Dorcas Circle 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

11 
9 am Bible Study 
11 am Shepherd's 
Fold Board 
Meeting  

12 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
12:30 pm LIFT 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
4:30 pm PIPs 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

13 
6 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing   

14 
8:30 am Youth 
Work Project & 
Swim Party 
11 am Fellowship 
Hall Reserved / 
Youth 

15 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 
2:30 pm Body of 
Christ Hot Meal 

16 17 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9:30 am Martha 
Circle 
4 pm Good 
Neighbor Alliance 
Meal Prep 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

18 
9 am Bible Study 
1 pm Priscilla 
Circle 

19 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9 am Stitch In Time 
Quilters 
12:30 pm LIFT 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
4:30 pm PIPs 
6:30 pm SELC 
Council Meeting 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

20 
Messenger 
Deadline 

6 pm Mainstream   

21 
9 am Shepherd's 
Fold / DES Training 

22 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 

23 24 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

25 
See You at the 
Poles 
9 am Bible Study 

26 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
12:30 pm LIFT 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
4:30 pm PIPs 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

27 
6 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing   

28 

29 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 
5:30 pm 
Candlelight Dinner 
Fundraiser 

30       

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


