
1 

THE MESSENGER OCTOBER 2019 

 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Website: www.selcaz.org – E-mail: admin@selcaz.org - 520-459-0444 

101 N. Lenzner Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
 

 

PASTOR PERRY’S LETTER 
 

“People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the disciples spoke 

sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come 

to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, 

whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as aa little child will never enter it.’ 16And he took them up 

in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.”  - Mark 10:13-16 
 

It is wonderful to hear newcomers to our church comment about the friendliness and welcoming nature of our 

congregation. It’s very encouraging to see our members make a point of approaching visitors to welcome and 

greet them. New members share how they have not had that kind of experience at some other churches they’ve 

visited.  This is the kind of congregation we are called to be! 
 

So it is that much more disconcerting and dismaying when I hear from a few who are newer in worship - 

especially parents of young children - that they received irritated looks or actions suggesting that at least some 

worshippers around them are annoyed by the normal behavior of their younger children. To hear these parents 

express embarrassment and rejection hurts my heart. 
 

We just don’t know what it might have taken for that family - or for anyone new, for that matter- to muster up the 

courage to even come to worship on a given Sunday. Then, to have them treated in a way that they feel like their 

children aren’t welcome… Well, it’s a reason why some people may stay away.  
 

I understand that a lot of people come to worship for a quiet break from the normal chaos of life and that 

distractions of noise and movement can take away from the peace for which they’re looking. I understand that 

some of our regular worshipping children and youth are still learning (with our help) what it means to be more 

considerate of others while in worship. 
 

I also know, as I look out at the congregation on a typical Sunday, that some of these youth- as well as any 

number of adults- come from very hurting and broken places in their lives. It is up to all of us to be patient and 

loving in how we treat them. It isn’t just a job of some of our youth and children staff or volunteers, but of all of 

us. Just a kind smile, a reminder how we SO appreciate the fact they’re in worship with us, and gentle reminder 

about how we behave while in worship, can go a long way. A smile, a whispered word of “it’s okay,” when a 

little child does something that distracts or makes noise, can help parents feel relief rather than rejection. 
 

Certainly, in Jesus’ day, children were still children, with all their rambunctiousness and noise. It could very well 

be that’s what prompted the disciples to speak sternly to them. Note how Jesus not only welcomed the children, 

but rebuked his followers for their sternness, held the children up as role models of trusting spirits, embraced 

them and blessed them. How their parents must have lit up with smiles of relief and joy! May we have the same 

attitude and actions as Jesus when it comes to how we treat our (and they are ALL “our”) children, youth, and 

their families. 
 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Perry 
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GUEST SPEAKER: PASTOR REBECCA BOARDMAN, LUTHERAN CAMPUS MINISTRY 

OCTOBER. 13, 2019 
 

Join us for a very special worship service, 8:00 & 10:45 am, featuring guest preacher, Rev. Rebecca Boardman, 

the new pastor for Lutheran Campus Ministry at the University of Arizona, Tucson! She will also update us on 

what’s happening with campus ministries during the Adult Class Faith Formation time at 9:30 am. (Note: Pastor 

Perry and Intern Pastor Benz are on the Via de Cristo Weekend). For information on LCM, go to 

www.lcmuofa.org). 
 

There will be an Installation for Pastor Boardman, Sunday, Oct. 27, 4 pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran, 1200 N. 

Campbell Ave., Tucson.  Please RSVP at 520-623-7575. 
 

 

FROM INTERN PASTOR PAUL BENZ 
 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name there I am there among them.” -Matthew 18:20 
 

As we eagerly awaited your presence at the blessing of our home this last Saturday, I sat in the back yard as the 

sun came up and gave thanks for what a gift this is, what a gift you are. In our first month here we have been 

welcomed with such love. No expression of gratitude seems adequate. So the joyful response is to love and serve 

in response. 
 

Not long after I got sober, I went to the doctor to try to be proactive and responsible about my health. I went to 

see Dr. Lindberg. Dr. Lindberg insisted on being called Fred and I had recently met him at Holy Trinity Lutheran 

Church (I was grateful to find out my health insurance at the time would allow me to see him rather than someone 

else.) He gave me a one-page printout that I still have somewhere. It was the same one-page printout he gave to 

all of his clients. There were three fundamental and general suggestions he made to everyone: Eat more green 

vegetables, engage in sustained cardiovascular activity (jogging, bicycling, or swimming) 3-5 times a week, and 

be actively involved in a community of faith. Being very professional and mindful of possible legal repercussions 

for someone in his position to be proselytizing, he did not specify which community of faith, but rather referred to 

empirical data that had come from a recent Harvard study. This was 2008. At that time there had been a study at 

Harvard that found, on average, people who were actively involved in a community of faith were healthier, 

happier and lived longer. Now that over ten years have passed there are a number of articles that show up when I 

search Google for this study.  
 

In a very short period of time here I have seen a myriad of life-giving ministries at SELC and been able to 

participate in a few. These are the living examples of the truth in the Harvard study- the breathing testimonies of 

the fruits of committed living in a Christ-Centered community. (and BTW many communities of faith on this 

planet have known their benefits to be true for centuries- many elders might laugh and tell you they didn’t need a 

Harvard study to tell them this). 
 

Every activity here is an act of community! Youth time on Thursday (and Krazy Kritter event Tuesday, Morning 

Greeting worship with Shepherds fold), Choir Rehearsals Thursday nights and then the Hymn Sing Sunday, the 

Church Picnic, visits with Pastor Mark to members of the congregation, Sunday Morning Worships, seeing 

church family at the grocery store and the carnival, Bible Study on Wednesdays, the Men’s Breakfast, the way 

my wife and daughter have been welcomed. 
 

As we journey here towards Christ, guided by his love is one we go on together, we also seek together to know 

what the real truth is here in 2019 that leads us to morally right/Christ like paths of action.  Here I return to 

Augustine who tells us in his work Christian Doctrine that if something does not build up the twofold love of God 

and neighbor it has not been understood as the truth that is Christ. (Augustine of Hippo. Christian Doctrine. 

1.36.40) 
 

Thank You for you love and welcome as we share this journey together seeking to walk and live in the truth of 

Christ’s Love. 
 

Peace and Blessings from Your Brother in Christ, 

Intern Pastor Paul 



3 

 

 

LINDA PERRY 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s 

Ministry Moments 

 
 

It’s October and it’s harvest time!  We have been blessed with a harvest of holy happenings – both past and 

present!  I give thanks for the wonderful turnout and support for the Krazy Kritters/Kids Helping Kids Service 

Project that took place on September 14 at the goat sanctuary in Huachuca City. Special thanks to Erin 

Stephenson for initiating and helping to coordinate this project with me.  3 other churches – SVUMC, UUC, & 

St. Stephens Episcopal came together with us to help clean corrals, pick up trash, rake up debris and give some 

loving attention to over 200 goats!  We had 12 adult leaders and 28 youth working side by side and getting to 

know one another better.  After our service work, we enjoyed a pizza lunch back at the Fellowship Hall and then 

swimming, laughter and fun together.  Everyone had such a great time that we all want to partner up again for 

other service projects and fellowship events.  We also hope to experience worshipping at each other’s churches.  I 

am so grateful for the ecumenical spirit, positive energy, hard work and servant hearts of all who came to help.  It 

was quite a unique experience! 
 

October holds more special events and ministry moments and I hope everyone will come and be a part of the fun, 

faith and fellowship!  Here are just a few of the special events that are happening - G.I.F.T. will take place at 

9:30 a.m. on October 20th during our Faith Formation time together in the Fellowship Hall.  We will focus on 

Ephesians 6:10-18 as we seek to “be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power… as we put on the 

whole armor of God…”  We will “fasten the belt of truth around our waists, put on the breastplate of 

righteousness and shoes on our feet to proclaim peace, we will wear the helmet of salvation, the shield of faith, 

and lift the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.” Wow! After claiming all of that in the name of Jesus, 

we can feel more empowered to go into the world sharing the love and grace of God! 
 

Reformation Sunday & Affirmation of Baptism (Confirmation) will be on October 27th.  Our youth will 

help to lead both services on this very special, festival and celebratory Sunday!  We will celebrate with and 

lift our blessings to Ian Burford, as he affirms his Baptism at the 10:45 a.m. service.  I hope all will come to 

support him, his family and our youth as they help to lead the services.  Remember to wear RED!   
 

I give thanks for the continued prayers, care and commitment for our children and youth at SELC and for the 

many who are helping to support our cross generational moments together that extend beyond our worship 

services.  May a harvest of holy happenings continue to bloom and grow in abundance in your life and in your 

heart as The Great Harvester holds you all! 
 

A Harvest of Happenings! 
 

• Every Thursday in October – Sr. High L.I.F.T. (Leaping In Faith Together) & Jr. High Confirmation.  

Sr. High meets 12:30 p.m to 2:30 p.m. with Linda Perry and Confirmation is 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. with Pastor 

Mark, Intern Pastor Paul, and Anna and Carrisa Bratlien who are Confirmation Guides.    

• October 1 – Faith Formation Team Meeting, Room 3 at 6:30 pm 

• October 14 -18 FALL BREAK for all public schools.  There will be NO Sr. High LIFT/Confirmation on 

the 17th, but we will have a special planning time and rehearsal at 1 pm for Youth Sunday coming up on 

October 27!  See Details below. 

• October 6 – Super Youth Group Bowling & Pizza in Tucson – 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  All 6th -12 Grade are 

invited to go bowling at Lucky Strike -4015 E. Speedway.  We will return to church about 6:30 p.m.  Cost is 

$15 which covers everything.  Bring what money you can toward the cost and lunch on the way, and Youth 

Funds will cover the rest.  Please RSVP so we can secure enough transportation for all. 
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• October 17 – 1:00 p.m.  Special Planning and Rehearsal for Youth Sunday (Remember, this is 

during Fall Break!) 

• October 20 – G.I.F.T. – Generations In Faith Together – 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall!  Putting 

On the Armor of God!  Our Scripture focus will be Ephesians 6:10-18.  We invite all generations to this 

special time together as we study God’s Word and grow in faith with one another.  Enjoy fellowship, 

coffee, and a few light snacks. 

• October 27 – Youth Sunday Celebrating Reformation & Affirmation of Baptism Sunday! Our youth 

will help lead the services and we will celebrate the Affirmation of Baptism for Ian Burford at the 10:45 

a.m. service.     

• October 31 – Father of Lights at Len Roberts Park – 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  Join other community 

churches in this fun and festive event on Halloween! There will be food, games, a jumping castle and 

more!  SELC will be helping at this special event this year.  If you wish to serve at this event, please 

contact Linda Perry or Pastor Mark.  Candy donations needed!  Bring to the Narthex on Sundays! 

• November 9 – Youth Connects!  A daylong retreat for 6th – 12th Gr. from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at 

Christ Lutheran Vail Ministry Center.  This year’s music leaders are once again Swen & Dean and 

Pastor Bill Yonker! The theme is What Would Jesus Tweet? Sessions include; ‘posting like Jesus’, using 

words for positive expression, being safe on the internet, seeing symptoms of depression and anxiety 

related to social media pressures.  We will have sessions for youth and adults to attend as well as a service 

project.  Early Registration Fee was due Sept. 29 - $75 for youth and $50 for leaders and includes all 

materials, lunch, dinner and campfire s’mores.  The price increases after this date!  Late registrants must 

pay the difference.  Youth funds will cover the full early registration fee.   

 

 

 

BLESSING OF THE PETS 

 

Saturday, October 5, 2019 at 9:00 am 

New Frontier Animal Medical Center 

  2045 Paseo San Luis, Sierra Vista, AZ 

 

Join us in our Celebration of God’s Amazing Creatures 

 

        Bring your pets – dogs, cats, birds, small mammals, reptiles.... 

even a Photo of your pet! 

 
Hang out with Our Pet Loving Pastors: Rev. Allison Cornell, St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church; Pastor Mark 

Perry, Sierra Lutheran Church; and Rev. Tina Squire, Sky Island Unitarian Universalist Church. 

Each Blessed Pet (or photo) will Receive a Blessing Card 

 

Bring Your Own Chair or Blanket 

Donations Will be Gratefully Accepted by our Local Animal Shelters.  

Suggestions: Food Bowls, Leashes, Bags/Cans of Food, Cat Littler, Towels.  

 

 

FROM THE WOMEN OF SELC 

 

Begin looking for fliers and save the date for our Sunrise/Santa Cruz Spring Gathering to be held here at 

SELC! We are privileged to be the hosts. March 7th from 9:00 to 2:30 pm. The Saturday includes breakfast, 

keynote Speaker - Father Greg Adolf, lunch and a communion service. You don’t want to miss this! 
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FROM THE ALTAR GUILD: 
 

Every month or so we are highlighting a different framed kneeler by putting it in the Narthex for you to see 

up close and personal. This month we chose St Matthias, the Apostle. The day that marks the observance of 

St. Matthias is February 24th. Tradition tells us almost nothing about Matthias. In the past, the second lesson 

on February 24th recounts his election “to take place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas turned 

aside.” The eleven enroll Matthias with them “as a witness to (Jesus) resurrection.” His color is RED: his 

symbol is a halbert or carved sword or scimitar, suggesting his martyr’s death by beheading. This kneeler 

was framed by donations from the Women of SELC. 
 

Behind the scenes, the Altar guild uses many different linens to dress the Altar for worship and especially for 

communion. I want to personally thank Elaine Grahn and Leslie McCourt for making Corporals and 

purificators. Their embroidery work is beautiful, for all to see and enjoy. I want to also thank Joyce Maloney 

and Elaine Grahn for making our new chrismons that will be showcased and blessed this coming Christmas 

Season.  
 

Altar Guild Gathering 

The Altar Guild meets twice a year for education and inspiration and to fill out the service schedule calendar 

for the up and coming busy months ahead. Everyone interested in this ministry is invited to come to our 

meetings. With that said, we are meeting on Tuesday, October 15th at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Pastor 

will be enlightening us on the meaning and flow of the Liturgy. If you are interested in learning more about 

this vital church ministry or have an idea as to when you can serve, please contact Linda Radwick 439-5019 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

A Call to Serve 

Perhaps you have wondered what is the different is between being a volunteer and being a steward. 
 

A Volunteer is a person who voluntarily offers himself or herself for a service or undertaking; a person who 

performs a service willingly and without pay. 
 

A Steward conducts, supervises or manages something; especially the careful and responsible management 

of something entrusted to their care. 
 

As you can see, the focus is much different. Stewardship is a way of life. As stewards, we are not simply 

coming of our own free will to accomplish a task, but more importantly, we are taking care of that which has 

been given to us by God. This is His World, His Church, His Property, and we are His Children and as such, 

Stewards who have been entrusted with the care of it all. 
 

Serving on the Congregational Council is one way to serve as a Steward. A Steward involved in the 

oversight of the life and activities of our congregation. While this can sound daunting, it’s not.  Being on 

Council does not mean you have extraordinary abilities or a special professional background. It means you 

have a heart to serve and want to be involved in both the day-to-day and future life of our congregation.  You 

serve as a voice for your congregational family. 
 

So, whether you have been on council before, or are looking for a way to be more involved our church, 

please consider approaching one of our nominating committee members (Larry Rewis or Doug Hamp); or 

any Council member to see how you can serve. 
 

Your Stewardship Team 

Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson, Jim Cleven and Joanne March, Team Chair 
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“FATHER OF LIGHTS” HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL 

October 31st – 6:00 – 8:00 pm at Len Roberts Park  

(next to Carmichael School, where SELC Picnic was held) 

ALL FREE! 
 

Candy, Movie, jumping castles, pony rides, face painting, balloon crafts, video game trailer, food, candy, candy, 

candy. Sponsored by Discovery Forum Alliance ecumenical group. SELC will be joining other churches in 

support of this fun, annual festivity!  
 

CANDY DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE FATHER OF LIGHTS FESTIVAL ON HALLOWEEN   

Drop Off Your Candy Donations In The Narthex Any Sunday In October Thru The 27th. 
 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD NEWS 
 

September was a busy month for Shepherd’s Fold. State showed up! We passed with no significant write-ups. 

Then the next week First Things First showed up for 2 days. They did the 1’s classroom for Infant Toddler 

Environmental Rating Scale (ITERS) and the 3- & 4-year-old classroom for Early Childhood Environmental 

Rating Scale. We passed, but we have not seen our star rating because they will be coming back September 30 th – 

October 21st to do Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS). If we pass that stage then it is on to Point 

Scale which is more managerial related, teacher education, ratios and policies. 
 

Trunk or Treat - October 31st 

3:00pm - 5:30pm 

There will be trick-or-treating, games, face painting and activities. 

SELC Main Parking Lot. 

We are once again looking for help / volunteers to decorate your trunk and pass out 

candy or if you would like to volunteer to run a game or an activity.  

We also need donations of candy and small toys to pass out. 

If you would like to volunteer, contact us at 459-0115. 
 

Thank you for all your love and support!  Dena and the Staff of Shepherd’s Fold 
 

 

CHRISTMAS AIRLIFT TO THE NAVAJO NATION 
 

Items to be collected:                     New and Near New Clothes and Shoes 

Canned and Nonperishable Foods 

Children’s Gifts (if wrapped, label with sex and age appropriateness) 
 

COLLECTION DATES: OCTOBER 13 thru NOVEMBER 3 ONLY. 

A Collection box will be located in the Narthex 
 

For information call George Pohlman, 458-0668.  George and other volunteers will be flying donations to The 

Navajo Nation on November 9, 2019.  What a great day to especially pray for the flyers as well as those who will 

be receiving these donations of love! 
 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 
 

Financial Update as of August 31, 2019: 

 $ 286,870 YTD Total Income 

 $ 297,397 YTD Total Expenses 

 $   10,527 YTD (in the red) 
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SELC WEBSITE 

 

Our Website has been up and running for almost two years now, and we’re proud to say it serves as a great 

place to get the latest information on what is happening at SELC.  Information such as:  

➢ Services: Can’t attend a Sunday service or would like to watch a past service?  Go to the bottom of the 

home page and click on “Watch Services.” 

➢ Upcoming events: Events and notifications scroll across the front of the home page.  

➢ Ministry Teams: Information on all of our ministry teams is located at the ministry tab on the home page 

➢ News and Events: Under the news and events tab on the home page you can find both current and 

historical copies of the Messenger, our weekly bulletins, a detail calendar of events and our photo gallery 

documenting activities at SELC.   

➢ Weekly On-Line Bible Studies and Resource Information: Towards the bottom of the home page there is a 

link to a weekly on-line bible study; resource links for strengthening your Faith at home and information 

about the SELC Library.   

 

There is also a link to our SELC Facebook page.  Just click on the Facebook icon         located at the upper 

right corner of the home page.  

 

Please take the time to check out the website at SELCAZ.org, or just Google Sierra Evangelical Lutheran 

Church and click on the name.  If you have any questions, or would like to join the website team, please 

contact Leslie McCourt at (520) 249-2351 or email her at mccourtleslie@gmail.com 

 

 

INTERFAITH REVIVAL 2019 

 

“Where God’s leaders ignite to unify believers, those who are wandering may be found, 

coming together in a spirit of holiness.  Meeting at the point where everybody is somebody!  

Held at Shiloh Christian Ministries, 1519 Avenida del Sol, Sierra Vista.  Featured Revival 

speaker, Dr. Felix Gilbert from Aurora, CO. 

 

6:00 pm on Thursday, October 10 & Friday, October 11, and 4:00 pm Saturday, October 12.  

Also, a Free Choir workshop will be held from 10:00 am – 12:00 pm, at Church of God in 

Christ, 100 W Nelson Dr, SV, led by M.D. Stokes.  For more info, call 520-803-9577. 

 

 

HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! HELLO! 

 

Former Intern Pastor Amy Janssen is settling into her new home.  

Her new address is 1184 Mackubin St. Apt. 108, St Paul, MN 55117 

 

 

VIA DE CRISTO 

Renewal and Discipleship Ministry Retreat 

October 10-13, 2019 

 

Please pray for those attending the Via de Cristo Retreat. 

SELC Pilgrims: CJ Abraham, Monica Benz, Paul Benz, Sandy Hall, and Jane Strain. 

SELC members serving on Team: Pastor Mark Perry, Leslie McCourt, Carl McCourt, Jim Cleven, Larry 

Rewis, Beth Dechant, and Dave Dechant. 
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SELC COLUMBARIUM HISTORY 

 

After two years of planning, designing and fundraising, the completed columbarium was dedicated on April 

1, 2001. The original committee consisted of Bill and Jean Hall, Bob and Mae Anderson and Ross and Doris 

Randolph. Ross and Doris toured many columbariums in Tucson and Phoenix to get ideas for the project. 

 

The columbarium makes it possible to place the cremains of the deceased within our church campus area. Its 

use is intended for church members and their families. It provides a safe and comfortable place for family 

and friends to come and pray, and to remember those who have passed on to eternal life. 

 

Presently, 53 niches have been sold, approximately ⅔ of the total capacity. We are here to serve church 

members and highly recommend that everyone pre-plan for future needs. Since the inception of the 

columbarium Doris Randolph has been the “go to” person for information or questions. Doris has decided 

that after 20-plus years the time has come to pass the torch. After October 1 the person to see (or call) will be 

Lisa Mitchel 520-417-0266 or lisa12340@msn.com.  Lisa has been a member of SELC since 2018 and has 

served in other various roles including Altar Guild and on the 60th Anniversary Ministry Priority Setting task 

force.” 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the November Messenger are due into the church office No Later than OCTOBER 21. (No 

exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please call 

459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


