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PASTOR PERRY’S LETTER 

 

On November 3, 2019, All Saints Sunday, we will start worship in the columbarium for our annual 

“Remembrance of the Saints.”  As is our tradition, we will honor and remember all those SELC members who 

have died this past year by calling out their names and tolling a hand bell.  All are invited to join us there or in the 

sanctuary.   

 

The list will now include those for whom four funerals were held this October, three of which took place in one 

week:  Len Nowak, Bob Jones, and Suzanne Arnold, with Tony Toto’s held earlier in the month.   Having all 

these services happen in such a short time for such beloved people is a heavy load for all of us.  But you have 

taken up that load with humility, grace and patient willingness.  For that, I am most grateful, and I know their 

families are as well. 

 

When we go through times like these, it’s natural to feel, “Our church is dying,” or “What will we do without all 

these long-time members?” or “Who will we lose next?” 

 

To all this I would say, first of all, that it is natural – and healthy – feel sad and heavy-hearted.  God, whose Son 

cried at the death of his friend, Lazarus, shares our grief and holds us fast.  It is also a time in which we practice 

the words of Galatians 6:2, “Bear one another’s burdens and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”  We 

share our tears without shame or embarrassment.  We join in prayer for healing of broken hearts.  We reach out 

and offer a listening ear, shared memories, and our support, even if it’s simply bringing a casserole to the funeral 

reception or to the families home for them to enjoy. 

 

Second, we rejoice that these saints have entered the Church Triumphant and no longer endure the sufferings and 

sorrows of this world.  We rejoice that we, too - by God’s grace - will stand with them in worship before the 

heavenly throne.  And we draw strength for these days in that Resurrection vision.  (This also means that we’re 

not afraid to make sure that all of our final arrangements, like making a Will or Trust and a “Five Wishes” kind of 

document, are taken care of for the sake of those we leave behind). 

 

Third, we honor the legacy of those who have gone before us by continuing their work in building up the Body of 

Christ, especially for the sake of future generations.  I remember especially how Len Nowak was so strong in his 

support of our sanctuary screens and sound system, our internship program, the Shepherd’s Fold childcare center, 

and (along with Anne) our GIFT events, of how Bob Jones also was so supportive of the internship program and 

youth programs, and how Suzanne Arnold spent most of her career teaching children and youth.  They all had a 

heart for strengthening the future in these ways.  Honoring them means honoring that mission to do our best to 

pass on the faith, generation to generation. 

 

Even as we mourn the loss of these elders we also rejoice in the growth in numbers and involvement of our 

younger members, who are also our present-day Church.  See, for example, the G.O.D. Squad ministry described 

below in Linda’s Director of Faith Formation article.  And how fitting that on Reformation Sunday, in which we 

celebrate how the Church is always about the task of being renewed and reformed, included leadership by fifteen 

of our youth.  Three of them, including newly confirmed Ian Burford, touchingly described how this congregation 

has helped them to know and feel the powerful reality of God’s love in their lives.  

(continued on page 2) 
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To me, this is all symbolic of how we are a Resurrection people.  Yes, we live with the reality of death and loss.  

And, yes, as those who follow a Resurrected Lord, we also live into the reality of the New Creation. We can live 

with both.  We can learn from both.  And we can trust the promise of Hebrews 12:2 as we continue “looking to 

Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who, for the sake of the joy that was set before him, endured the 

cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God.” 

 

May God’s peace, comfort, joy and strength be with us through all sadness, joy and everything in between. 

 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mark Perry   

 

 

 

WOMEN of SELC: Thankoffering Sunday 

November 10th at the 8:00 am & 10:45 am worship Services 

 

Thankoffering Sunday is a separate offering that we give in thankfulness for all the wonderful things we do 

church wide. The women will greet, usher and be lector on that Sunday.  

 

Through our circle offerings, $300.00 will be donated to Women of the ELCA Grand Canyon Synod. The 

synod is doing a retreat on November 8th and 9th at Love of Christ Lutheran Church in Mesa.  

 

 
 

THANKSGIVING EVE ECUMENICAL SERVICE & PIE SOCIAL 

Nov. 26, 2019, 7 pm, Sierra Vista United Methodist Church 

 

Join voices, hearts and hands together with brothers and sisters from a variety of churches in Sierra Vista to 

give Thanks to God for all His blessings at our annual Thanksgiving Eve worship service at Sierra Vista United 

Methodist Church, 3225 Saint Andrew Drive, on the Tuesday before Thanksgiving Day.   

 

A PIE SOCIAL will follow in the SVUMC activity center! Bring a pie to share if you can but if you can’t, 

enjoy pie and fellowship anyway because there’s always more than enough! Also, if you can help with 

receiving pies before worship and/or helping serve and clean up at the fellowship time, please let Pastor Perry 

or our church office know.  Give thanks to the Lord for His love will reign forever! 

 

 

HELPING HEARTS TUTORING 

 

The 2019-2020 tutoring year has gotten off to a great start!  Currently, there are 11 tutors and 11 

students sharing an hour and a half per week together to reinforce and enhance the knowledge of 

reading, writing, and arithmetic. Some sessions are not about the knowledge of books but of 

listening and sharing.  It’s a very rewarding experience.   

 

The team could use one more full-time tutor as there is one student who could use some assistance but currently 

is on a list waiting for an available tutor.  The sessions are on Wednesday afternoons from 2:15pm until 3:45pm.  

If you are interested in assisting this student, please email Lynette Nowlan at minniercn22@gmail.com or call  

(480)560-0857. 
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FROM INTERN PASTOR PAUL BENZ 

 

OCTOBER IS DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH 

 

“Grant me justice against my opponent.” 

-The Persistent Widow in Jesus’ parable of Luke 18 

 

 A banner currently spans the thoroughfare of Ft. Huachuca’s entry. It reads, “October is Domestic Abuse 

Awareness Month.” We made this journey onto the fort to the cemetery in service to a beloved widow in our 

church and her recently departed husband. I am formed by widows: just as I was loved into existence. From 

my Grandmother of Brooklyn and Norway to my Aunt of Pipestone, Minnesota I have seen the heart of 

strength and faith in the faces and lives of these brave women in my life. And I see the same now in our 

community. Brave women have much to teach us about fortitude as well as care for the vulnerable. Just as I 

was formed, housed, and fed by our church family I was also fed, clothed and educated by my mother’s 

employment as a domestic violence advocate.  When she first started volunteering at Safe Harbor in Eastern 

Kentucky it was 1987. There were a lot of white men (police, lawyers, judges, and-tragically- many pastors) 

who had no interest in suffering a 36 year old woman from Berkeley with a quiet resolve and a masters 

degree, to disrupt their courtrooms and communities with the notion that women should not be battered in 

their homes and deserved the full protection of the law and the state. But she was also supported. Supported 

by a strength that comes from within and a knowledge through both life experience and classroom study of 

the bible that God who desires us to have life abundant (John 10:10) was on the side of all the women she 

served. Supported by a Lutheran pastor and husband who proudly wore the t-shirt bearing the statement 

“Men of quality respect women’s equality.” Supported by the music of Sweet Honey in the Rock whose 

anthem Ella’s Song strengthened her with the lyrics, “That which touches me most is that I had a chance to 

work with people, passing on to others, that which was passed on to me.” The author of that song, Bernice 

Johnson Reagan was one of the young students instrumental in the freedom rides that sought to bring Rev. 

Martin Luther King’s dream, the dream of millions genuinely seeking to follow Christ’s expectation for 

neighbor love, into reality. The civil rights movement would not have been what it was without bold women 

like Bernice Johnson Reagan, and Ella Baker for whom that song was named. 

 

 My Mother’s Mother, Grandma Olsen, as I called her, was a widow from 1980 at the death of my 

grandfather to 2002 when she herself joined the church triumphant. She lived with class and decorum, with 

style and devotion. And she was not to be trifled with. She was fiercely independent. Laughter, music and 

meals were among the pinnacle memories of our time with her.  

 

 The widows among us have a great deal to teach us. We do well to keep our eyes open to see that the 

Bible offers us not only the marginalized and neglected widows that God demands we care for, but also the 

bold and strong who lead and remind us of our own strength and need to care for those who suffer 

disproportionately. We all have within us the capacity to care, and to see how we can care beyond our own 

individual reach. For more on what we can do as a people to support Domestic Violence survivors and 

commit to DV prevention go to nnedv.org/content/violence-against-women-act/    

 

-Your Brother In Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

Intern Pastor Paul Benz 
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LINDA PERRY 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s 

Ministry Moments 

 
 

Thanksgiving blessings and joy to you all!  When I count my blessings, I count Sierra Lutheran Church among 

them!  What an amazing and servant hearted group of faithful brothers and sisters in Christ you are!  We have an 

abundance of blessings we share in here at SELC, from music ministries, to bible studies, fellowship groups, faith 

formation classes and cross generational ministries, worship and communion assistants and servants, ushers, altar 

guild, ministry teams and much, much more!   
 

A new blessing to be, that I am excited to share about is G.O.D. Squad (Guides On Duty), or to put it more 

simply Worship Buddies!  Our Faith Formation Team will be introducing this cross generational ministry 

blessing to the congregation in November.  Look for a special bulletin board out on the patio on Sunday mornings 

between the services that will lift up more information.   The basic idea is to match up younger children and 

youth with an adult worship buddy who is not a part of their immediate family.  
 

Ingemarie Fulford has already begun to beautifully model this for us as she linked up with Raymond Dicks as 

her worship buddy.  Raymond is 6 years old and in 1st grade.  He comes with his family to worship, but soon 

began to have a special connection with Ingemarie, that just naturally began to unfold for him and for her as well!   

And while he enjoys sitting with his family, it is a special and unique blessing for him to sit with Ingemarie on 

Sunday mornings and she feels the same.  Matching up Worship Buddies where two different generations connect 

has many benefits.  Raymond’s mother gets a bit of a break and can focus more on worship or help her other 

children, and Ingemarie who normally sits by herself, finds that she has a special worship partner and she is also 

able to help and guide Raymond through the service.  And while his mother or older siblings could also do this, it 

becomes even more special for him to learn from a faith family member and seems to help keep him be far more 

attentive and focused.  Claire Clark has also been a worship buddy!  She often worship with Cris & Josh Clark 

(coincidentally, they share the same last name!) and the boys have felt very special and blessed by her! They have 

connected off church campus in other ways as well and their relationship continues to grow.  

 

I believe this worship buddy model can also bless the increased number of children we have attending on Sunday 

morning services, who come of their own volition with no other parent or adult from home.  This is a fairly new 

and different reality we have happening at SELC.  It is exciting and yet also brings new challenges for us.  But 

how wonderful that we have children from 3rd grade to Senior High who wish to come and worship Jesus all on 

their own.  They have been invited by friends or other caring adults from SELC.  They enjoy learning about God 

and growing in faith, and feel so welcomed and loved that they want to keep coming back!  Praise God!  That 

says volumes about you as a congregation and how the Holy Spirit is at work in this place and time!  They are not 

only the future church, they are the present church for us now, and that fills my heart to overflowing!  So stay 

tuned for more sharing and information about G.O.D. Squad and please think about and pray over whether or not 

God may be calling you to buddy up with  one of these amazing children or younger youth who might like to 

have a worship buddy along side them on Sunday mornings! An individual or a couple may buddy up with 

another child.  
 

Again, I give thanks for you all and pray that this place will continue to be a place of love, warmth, open hearts 

and open arms for children and adults of all generations.  As we live and grow together in Jesus Christ, may we 

keep our hearts and arms open to all who enter this place of God’s love and grace! 

 

November Happenings! 

• Every Thursday in November – Sr. High L.I.F.T. (Leaping In Faith Together) & Jr. High 

Confirmation.  Sr. High meets 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. with Linda Perry and Confirmation is 2:30 p.m. to 

4:00 p.m. with Pastor Mark, Intern Pastor Paul, and Anna and Carrisa Bratlien who are Confirmation Guides.  
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• November 9 – Youth Connects!  For 6th – 12th Gr. from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Christ Lutheran Vail 

Ministry Center.  The theme is What Would Jesus Tweet? Sessions include; ‘posting like Jesus’, using words 

for positive expression, being safe on the internet, seeing symptoms of depression and anxiety related to 

social media pressures.  If you have not yet registered see Linda Perry ASAP! 

• November 17 – G.I.F.T. – Generations In Faith Together – 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall  

• November 21 – Stocking Stuffers Shopping Service Project!  We will wrap the gifts on Dec. 5th!  We are 

thankful to Thrivent who has approved our request for an action team for this service project to help with 

expenses.  

• November 26 – Pre-Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical Service at Sierra Vista United Methodist Church – 

6:00 p.m. 

• November 28 - There will be NO Sr. High LIFT/Confirmation!  Happy Thanksgiving!  

 

 

FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

The council met on October 17, 2019, the following are some of the items discussed, there were no topics voted 

on: 

a. Church Audit is under way as we have not had one since 2013 and is much needed. 

b. Ministry Priority Objectives: Improve Property: Unfortunately, the company we originally contracted 

with to build the ADA ramp is shutting their doors; however, they did provide us back a full refund of our 

deposit.  After another month of accepting bids, we have selected another company and we will be 

working with the city over the next few weeks for approval of the plan.  Thank you all again for all your 

hard work and support.  Your donations are blessings beyond words. 

c. The NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness) chapter will not be using our facilities after all, they 

found another location. 

d. So I take it by now we’ve all seen the water retention container on the patio by the Narthex?  It feels 

fantastic to be good stewards of our Earth and our limited resource of water out here in the desert.  This 

will help us water our plants on the patio.  We are continuing to seek ways to improve our stewardship 

while improving the campus like the new plants in the front of the Fellowship Hall, the metal Wall Trellis 

in front of the main office door, and we are working plans to do more xeriscaping of the property. 

e. We are in need of assistance from three congregational members to assist on the nominating committee.  

Both Doug Hamp and I are the two council members on this committee, but we require three more from 

our congregation.  Please pray to assist us. Please contact Doug or me for further information. 

f. Leslie has worked very hard with the 2020 Mission Planning committee for next year’s mission plan, 

thank you all for your hard work. 

 

God Bless and may the peace of Christ be with you all. 

 

Larry Rewis 

President, SELC Congregation Council 

 

 

WSELC News 

 

The Women of SELC have been invited to be part of a celebration of the 150th birthday of the Sierra Vista United 

Methodist Women. This will be November 2nd from 9:30AM till 1:00 pm, This is fellowship, a program, 

speakers, music and a potluck lunch. There is no charge for this luncheon program except to bring a potluck. If 

you are interested in going, contact Kathy Marvin at Kathleen crafts@gmail.com or 520-803-9664. BEFORE 

Friday Oct 25th 

_________________________ 
 

mailto:crafts@gmail.com
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The Fellowship Team is going to help sponsor our yearly, congregational Christmas Potluck and carol sing. But 

the women are supplying the beverages and setting up and cleaning up. This will be Sunday December 8th at 

5:00PM This is a wonderful time together! 

_________________________ 
 

Thanksgiving for Teachers 

 

I have submitted a request to Thrivent Financial for an action team so that our church can thank our local teachers 

for all that they do. We have chosen the schools nearest to us, Town and Country, Joyce Clark and Bella Vista, all 

on Lenzner Avenue. Carol Jordahl and I will be supplying lunch to the staff of Town and Country on Tuesday, 

November 26th, showing thanksgiving for all they do for our community. Would you like to be on a team that 

thanks our local school staff? Call - Linda 439-5019 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD NEWS 

 

October was a busy month with Picture Day, Trunk or Treat, and inspections from First Things First. We are 

waiting on results.  

 

A big thank you to those who volunteered, decorated a trunk, or donated candy and prizes! Everyone had a 

ghoulish time. 

 

Butter Braid will be delivered on November 5th, 2019.  It needs to be picked up that afternoon. More 

Information to come as we get it. 

 

 

 

You are invited! 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD THANKSGIVING PROGRAM 

AND THANKSGIVING LUNCH 

November 22nd from 10:30 am - 12:00 Noon - SELC Fellowship Hall 

Our children will re-enact the pilgrims coming to America.  Dessert this year 

will be made from pumpkins grown in the Little Sprouts Interactive Garden! The 

children were so excited to plant them, grow them and pick them. 

 

 

 

WE OF COURSE WANT TO WISH EVERYONE A HAPPY THANKSGIVING. 

FROM THE CHILDREN AND STAFF OF SHEPHERD’S FOLD. 

 

 
PARENT’S NIGHT OUT! 

 

Need a night out?  Want to support Shepherd’s Fold Child Care Center? 

 

 Then drop off your kids for an evening of fun, pizza,  and a snack while they watch a movie.  

Shepherd’s Fold Staff Will Be Supervising. 

Reservations are Required by November 8th!  520-459-0115 

 

When: Friday, November 15th, 2019 - 6PM-10PM 

Where: Shepherd’s Fold 1’s room and 3-4’s room 

Cost: $30 per child ($5 for siblings) Ages: birth to 12 years-old 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

“And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of 

everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” (2 Corinthians 9:8) 

 

It finally feels like fall and it is time to think about SELC stewardship for 2020.  Please watch for our mailing 

of Commitment Cards and Time and Talent sheets in early November.  In the packet you receive will also be 

the tri-fold brochure of SELC ministry groups; included in the brochure are the points of contact for each 

ministry if you need more information.  Please pray about how you will use your time, talents, and treasures 

to further the ministries of SELC.  Remember, it is God’s work, but our hands and feet that accomplish 

the work.  

 

Commitment Sunday is November 17 at both services, at which time we will bring our commitments to the 

altar.  If you will not be attending worship on commitment Sunday, you may mail in or drop off your 

commitments in the office. 

 

Your Stewardship Team 

Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson, Jim Cleven and Joanne March, Team Chair 
 

 
ST VINCENT DE PAUL FOOD BANK NEEDS TURKEYS!! 

 

St Vincent de Paul food bank is asking you to help us provide a Thanksgiving donner box for families. 

Please donate a 12-15 lb. frozen turkey by Friday, November 22. 

Every year St Vincent’s provide 350+ turkey dinner boxes in Sierra Vista. 

 

Drop off your turkey at 1 of 3 locations:  

1. The SVdP Food Bank, 614 Bartow Drive, Mon. – Thur. 12Noon -4 pm 

2. St Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church Office, 800 Taylor Drive, Mon. – Fri. 9 am -4 pm 

3. The SVdP Thrift Store, 220 Meyer Drive, Mon. – Sat. 10 am -3 pm 

 

For more information contact: Stan Garner 520-458-9725 

 

 

HYMNFEST 2019 

 

St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church will host the 12th Annual Community Hymn Festival on Sunday, 

November 10, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. This year's theme is "Give Thanks and Sing" and will feature several musical 

highlights, including the annual Pastors' Chorus, Buena High's Rhythmix under the direction of Jill Brown, a 

choral number presented by the combined voices of various local church denominations, and a special sing-along 

number led by Pastor Shawn Buckhanan from St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church.  Our own Billie Hayes at the 

piano, organist Lars Andersen from Tucson's Tanque Verde Lutheran, and numerous local musicians will provide 

accompaniment and support for St. Andrew's director, Reynaldo Romo.  The relaxing and uplifting program is 

being offered to the community at no charge; however, there will be an opportunity to support the Warrior 

Healing Center with a free-will offering.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS AIRLIFT TO THE NAVAJO NATION 

 

Please pray for George Pohlman and the other volunteers who will be flying 

donations to The Navajo Nation on November 9, 2019. What a great day to especially 

pray for the flyers as well as those who will be receiving these donations of love! 
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REFUGEE MINISTRY UPDATE 

 

A HEARTFELT THANK YOU to all, who, over the last month, donated household items or made monetary 

gifts to help Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest Refugee Program in Tucson provide homes for 19 

refugees expected to arrive in Tucson.  Originally, these refugees were expected beginning mid-September 

through the month of October, 2019. Unfortunately, only four people were allowed to come. The remaining 

refugees, although approved to come, were cruelly held back at their point of origin. Jessica O’Donnell, 

Volunteer Coordinator in Tucson, told me they are hopeful these people will eventually be allowed to come. 

However, under the current administration policy of reducing the number of refugees allowed to enter the U.S 

(reduced from 35,000 to 18,000 for the year starting Oct 1, 2019) only time will tell. In the meantime, due to the 

large number of refugees held back from relocation,  the Tucson Refugee Program has had to reduce staff by 4 

employees. This situation is sad and counter to our Christian mission. POC: Gail Hamp, hamp.gail@gmail.com. 

 

 

CARING BECOMES YOU! ADOPT MORE FAMILY! SHARE YOUR TABLE! 

 

Consider your Thanksgiving table this year and how many more people will fit around it.  As you count your 

blessings, remember to share with others and invite someone you know who family doesn’t have near to become 

part of your family for THANKSGIVING day!  We care, we share! 

 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

Managing GOD’S Money 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHURCH PEWS MINISTRY 

 

You are needed!  The church pew ministry consists of a team of volunteers who collect attendance sheets 

and straighten the pews each week.  For more information or if you are willing to help, please contact Ginny 

Anton at ginnya73@gmail.com or 919 698 2044; or Steve Pearce at vlaswp@gmail.com or 919 724 7936. 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the December Messenger are due into the church office No Later than NOVEMBER 18. (No 

exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please call 

459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Financial Update as of Sep 30, 2019 

 $ 319,792 YTD Total YTD Income 

 $ 318,325 YTD Total YTD Expenses 

 $   1,467 YTD (in the black)  


