
THE MESSENGER - NOVEMBER 2017 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 

FROM PASTOR MARK 
 

In this month of Thanksgiving, I offer up with full voice, in warm appreciation, and in humble 

admiration my sincere THANK YOU! to all you faithful and dedicated servants who make God’s 

mission and ministry possible through Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church!  It is amazing and 

awesome how many people and how much energy and time you share so that Christ’s love becomes 

real and tangible to more and more people.  It is a humbling privilege to be your shepherd and to be 

part of such a large team.   

 

At first I was going to try to list and thank all the people involved in our ministry teams.  However, I 

soon realized such a list would take up about three whole pages!  And that seemed a little too much to 

put into a newsletter.  Instead, I invite you to review the new “Ministry Groups” brochure recently 

updated by our Stewardship Team, led by Joanne March.  There are almost fifty different groups 

listed!  And, while each group lists just one point of contact, realize that there are at least 3-20 other 

servants who make up these groups.  This list doesn’t even count the other servant roles you’re 

involved in our community, from City governance, to Legacy Foundation and hospital boards, to 

Rotary and Chamber of Commerce involvement, to Scouting, and political activism.  There’s such a 

positive energy and enthusiasm here for all this work, even though the needs can feel overwhelming 

at times. When asked by others around the Synod and our community what our church is like, the first 

description that comes to mind is how “servant-hearted” you are.  Indeed! 

 

We aren’t often aware of it, but because of our reliance on the Spirit working in and through us in 

these and other tasks, we DO make a positive difference in our world!  And, of course, there’s always 

room for more!  More opportunities for serving others, more people involved in them, and more ways 

to share the healing and strengthening power of God with a hurting and hating world.  Our “Time and 

Talent” surveys that will be going out with the 2018 Commitment cards are a way to invite that 

“more” to happen.  Take a look and see what God may be calling you to join into.  And let it also 

prompt your own thankful praises for the many and wonderful ways God uses the people of SELC to 

BE Jesus’ hands and feet in the world.   

 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 

Pastor Mark Perry 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

November is upon us & it is time to be thinking & praying about our commitments for 2018 – our 

treasures and just as important, our time & talents to further the missions of SELC.  

 

You will be receiving a mailing soon of the commitment cards, the Time & Talent sheet as well as the 

updated Ministry Groups brochure.  If you have any questions or comments about one of our 

ministries, please contact the person listed in the brochure for that particular ministry. 
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Commitment Sunday is November 26 at both services during which we will bring your commitments to 

the altar.  If you are unable to attend services on commitment Sunday, you may mail in or drop off your 

commitments in the office.  We really need your input for the 2018 participation in our ministries. 
 

- The Stewardship Team 

P.S.  It is also time for the Financial Secretary to assign offering envelopes for 2018.  If you currently do  

not have envelopes but would like them, please contact Leslie McCourt at 249-3051.  Envelopes can be  

given to any regular attendee, not just to members. 
 

 

SPECIAL WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES IN NOVEMBER 
 

 Nov. 5
th

 – All Saints Sunday – We begin our worship on this special day of honoring all the saints 

who have gone before us and who are around us with a ceremony in the Columbarium of 

remembering the saints who have gone to glory since last year.  This service can be especially helpful 

and comforting for all who are mourning the loss of loved ones.  The Choir sings at both services.  
 

 Nov. 12
th

 – W-SELC “Thank Offering Sunday” – The women of our church lead worship this day, 

including Intern Pastor Erika preaching, and special offerings are taken to bless the ministries of the 

Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 

 Nov. 21
st
 Tuesday (note date change) Ecumenical Thanksgiving Worship -7:00 pm, Sierra Vista 

United Methodist Church, Buffalo Soldier Trail & St. Andrew Blvd.  Join with the community here in 

Sierra Vista in giving thanks for all our blessings and for our good God in this joyful worship that will 

also include a joint choir and worship leadership from area churches.  Kids are highly encouraged to 

come.  Intern Pastor Erika will be integrating their wiggling into the worship in praise to God! 

Offerings will benefit disaster relief ministries of the Lutheran and Methodist churches.  AND- Pie 

Social following!   Please bring a pie to share if you can.  Help is needed for getting the pie social 

ready and in cleaning up.  (SELC is “hosting” this service and fellowship this year).  Contact the 

SELC church office or Pastor Perry if you can help.) 
 

 Nov. 26
th

 – Commitment Sunday- Bring your 2018 time and talent sheets and commitment cards to 

the altar at either the 8 or 10:45 am worship services this day as a powerful symbol of our surrender 

and adoration of Christ the King of all creation and of all our gifts.  (Surveys and cards to be mailed to 

you in early November.)  Receiving these confidential commitments goes a long way to helping us 

plan and prepare for ministry in 2018.  
 

 

NOVEMBER ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Sunday Mornings, 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall 
We continue and conclude the discussion on the ELCA Social Statement, “Freed in Christ:  Race, 

Ethnicity and Culture,” on October 29
th

 and November 5
th

, led by Intern Pastor Erika Tobin.  On 

November 12
th

, travelers on the “In the Footsteps of Luther” Germany tour will share some of their 

experiences and insights as we celebrated the 500
th

 anniversary of the Reformation there, including in 

Wittenberg on October 31
st
.  November 19

th
 will be another GIFT that will also be brought into the  

10:45 am worship that day.  We’ll take a break on November 26
th

, Thanksgiving Sunday, and begin again 

in December.   
 

Wednesday Mornings, 9-10 am, Music Room 
We are continuing our study of the Book of Romans through November, led by Pastor Mark and Intern 

Pastor Erika. 
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THE GOD SQUAD (GUIDES ON DUTY) IS COMING! 

 

Informational Meeting & Training - Dec. 3 – 12:00 pm – 1:15 Pm in the Fellowship Hall! A light 

lunch will be provided so RSVP’s are appreciated.  This is a special invitation to friends and members 

of SELC who have expressed an interest in helping some of our youngest worshippers in church, or to 

those who just wish to learn more about this special ministry.  We have children who regularly come to 

worship on their own without a parent or guardian or who sometimes come as guests of friends.  Some of 

these children count the days until they can be here on Sunday of their own accord!  We also have parents 

who may come without their spouse regularly or on occasion who could just use an extra hand, voice of 

encouragement or a smile. 

 

A GOD Squad servant welcomes children and families, offers to sit with them as a worship buddy, and 

lovingly guides them through the service when needed.  They share intentional conversation with them on 

the patio and can ask if they have any special prayer requests. 

 

The luncheon meeting will give some helpful tips and information about being a part of the GOD Squad 

and can hopefully answer any questions or concerns you may have.  We are excited about this new 

ministry that brings hearts across the generations together.  As we link up children and/or families with 

the guides, we will post them on a special easel and place it in the Narthex each Sunday. 

 

When the Church first began, everyone met in homes with all generations together.  SELC is our church 

home and what a blessing it is to share in worship with at least 5 generations under one roof!  Churches 

who are participating in this ministry report that children who have guides are often more focused and 

inspired to participate in the service.  They feel very special, and the extra love and attention can really 

make a difference.  Think of it as a way to be a mentor or friend to a child one morning a week at a 

moment in time when you are in your place of worship.  And who knows, this child or family may have 

much to teach you as well, and we trust this will deepen and enhance your worship experience. Contact 

Linda Perry or Cindy Wiste for more info or to R.S.V.P. 

 

 

ALTAR GUILD NEWS 

 

The festival of Christ the King, observed on November 26, 2017, draws the liturgical cycle of the 

church year to a conclusion. Christ the King Sunday is celebrated on the last Sunday of Ordinary time 

(last Sunday after Pentecost).  Its purpose is to celebrate the coming reign of Christ as King of the Earth 

and his completion of the renewed creation that marks the fullness of the Kingdom of God.  The final day 

of the church year uses white, a festive color suggesting light, joy, and the celebration of our Lord. 

 

On the first Sunday in Advent the church celebrates the beginning of the new liturgical year.  The 

word “Advent” means “coming.”  Four Sundays in Advent are a season of preparation.  As a worshipping 

community, we prepare for the coming of the Christ child at Christmas and anticipate the second coming 

of Christ at the end of time.  The liturgical color for Advent is blue, symbolizing hope.  

 

As Christians, we use symbols to express visually the basic tenets of our faith and as reminders of the 

pilgrimage of our life in Christ. Symbols can have heightened meaning for us when associated with 

particular seasons of that journey.  During the season of Advent there are many symbols and items with 

symbolic meanings: Advent wreath, Christmas tree with Chrismons and lights, paraments with symbols 

and others.  May these symbols and their meaning enrich your worship.   
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THE ALTAR GUILD INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR HANGING OF THE GREENS 

 

DECEMBER 5TH AT 9:00 A.M. 

Be part of this transformation as we trim the sanctuary. Please join us for whatever amount of time 

you can give.  Mark this date on your calendar.  Hope to see you there! 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOCUS FOR ALL! 

News & Updates from Linda Perry – Dir. of Faith Formation 

lindap@sierralutheran.org 

 

YOUTH, YOUNG ADULT & CROSS+GENERATIONAL MINISTRIES 

 

Sr. High L.I.F.T - Leaping In Faith Together -12:30 pm & Confirmation -2:30 pm Meet in the 

Youth Rooms Every Thursday in November except for the 23
rd

 – Happy Thanksgiving!  Join us for 

an inspiring time together learning about our Lutheran roots and faith and diving into the Word of God.  

 

November 5 – Young Adult Grace Group -6:30 pm in the Upstairs Youth Room - This group is 

especially for young adults post H.S. graduation 18 years to 30+ years.  We will have snacks and 

refreshments!  Invite a friend!  Our hope is that this new Grace Group will meet monthly at a day and 

time agreed upon by the group.  It will be an informal, relaxed time together that is relational, 

inspirational and faith building, as we look more deeply at what it means to embrace the Lutheran 

expression of being a Christian, and studying God’s Word and how it can comfort, encourage and 

empower us for today!  Please RSVP to Linda Perry lindap@sierralutheran.org or call the church office. 

 

November 9 - Registration Deadline for The National Youth Gathering in Houston, TX – June 27 to 

July 1!   See Linda Perry regarding deposit details, etc.   We will register as a group and must do so 

early to secure spots and our hotel.   A deposit of $150 is due at registration time and must be postmarked 

within the date range you expect to pay.   All other costs and expenses including airfare will be covered 

by our fund raisers and other donations.  Please see Linda Perry if you have questions about this or if the 

$150 is a hardship at this time. 

 

November 12 – “Let’s Open the Bible Together!” – Noon in the Fellowship Hall – Cindy Wiste is 

offering a basic Bible class which is a Bible orientation for children who are new to the Bible and their 

parents, but all ages are welcome.  We will have pizza and soda to fuel us up first!  Please sign up on the 

patio or call the church office so we know how much pizza to order.  We will present the Bibles to first 

time receivers and do Bible blessings for others on November 19 at the 10:45 a.m. service. 

 

November 19 – G.I.F.T. – Growing In Faith Together – 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall – Join us in 

this special time of all generations gathered together to share in faith and fellowship.  Come be a part of 

this exciting, inspiring and evolving monthly ministry!  It will be an EPIC (Experiential, Participatory, 

Image-Driven, Conversational) time together!  We will take portions of what we have shared together into 

the 10:45 worship service that day.   Light breakfast snacks will be served. 

 

Tirosh Is Coming!  February 22 -24 – Registration has already begun!  This is the teen version of Via 

De Cristo on adrenaline! It is for all youth 9
th

 Grade to 20 years old. Last year’s participants just loved it 

and found it to be a powerful and transformational weekend.  Please see Linda Perry for more information 

or to get an information packet with registration.  Even though it is still months away, early registration is 

very helpful to the person who will sponsor you!  You will need to be excused from school on Friday Feb. 

23
rd

.  This is Rodeo Break Weekend in Tucson and for all TUSD students. 
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FAITH STEPPING STONE, “LET’S OPEN THE BIBLE TOGETHER” 

 

Sunday, November 12, At Noon in the Fellowship Hall 

 Have you ever wondered where the Bible came from? Who wrote it?  

 Why is the Bible still important to us today? 

 Why do some Bibles have more books than others? 

 Do you stumble around when looking something up in the Bible? 

This class might be for you! 

 

We are offering a basic Bible class on Sunday, November 12, at noon in the Fellowship Hall. This is a 

Bible orientation for children who are new to the Bible and their parents. Though this class is 

offered for children, most adults who sit with their child find it very interesting as well, so people of 

all ages are welcome to attend!!!  We will have pizza and soda to stave off the hungry tummies while we 

dig into where the Bible came from and tools to help us use it. 

 

Sign up on the patio so we know how much pizza to offer.  We will be presenting a Bible to the children 

in the class who don’t already have one on Sunday, November 19 and those who already have a Bible will 

have theirs blessed. 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

You’re invited to the second production of the real meaning of Thanksgiving: 

November 21th at 10:30 am-12:00 pm SELC Fellowship Hall 

 

Please join us for our Thanksgiving meal and a short play performed by the talented children of 

Shepherd’s Fold Child Care Center. You will be dazzled by the true reason why the Pilgrims  

came to America.  We would love to have our Daycare and Church Families fill the Hall to overflowing. 

Please fill free to invite family and friends. This meal is free and we want to shower our children with 

love and blessings.  Showing our thankfulness to God for all the blessings He has given us. Do not forget 

to RSVP, for we need to know a head count so no one leaves hungry.  Please RSVP to Dena by Nov 14
th 

at 459-0115 

 

Wishing you a blessed Thanksgiving -  Mrs. Dena and the Staff of Shepherd’s Fold 

 

Shpeherd's Fold Garden Workday,  November 18  8am-11 

 

Moving sand and building the retaining wall/steps into the garden area are the jobs needing to be done.  

Please bring a shovel, work gloves, a wheel barrow if you can, and Energy!  If we have 3 teams of 3 to 

shovel sand and one or two people to dry set some block we can get this all done in one morning.... and 

have fun doing it.  Light lunch provided.  Contact the Shepherd's Fold office (459-0115) or Sandy Hall 

(378-6719) if you have questions.  Thank you in advance.  Many hands make the work lighter. 

 

 

BUNCO NOVEMBER 11 AT 6:30 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL 

 

This is a fun time to visit with other church members and friends.  You don’t need to have played before.  

All you need to be able to do is throw 3 dice at the same time.  Scoring is easy and will be explained. 

Bring a snack to share with others and be prepared to laugh.  Call Marilyn Hewitt 459-4746 with any 

questions. 
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WOMEN OF SELC NEWS 

 

 Thankoffering Sunday is Nov 12th. - Special blue Thankoffering Envelopes will be handed out on 

Nov 5 and can also be picked up in the Narthex.  Thankofferings will be placed in baskets near the Altar 

after our regular offering is taken.  If any women would like to be an usher please contact Yunee Cha at 

(307)871-8809 or Lisa Sherry at (520)255-6559. 

 Dorcas Circle is adjusting to it's new day and time change. We now meet on the 2nd Tuesday of each 

month at 2PM in the afternoon. This month of November we will meet in the music room at church. 

Come and join us as we study the 3rd article of the Apostles Creed. Dorcas was thrilled to choose to 

"adopt" Kate Cook as our service person this year. We are praying for her, we are sending monthly 

cards and when she gets settled we will be sending delicious care packages that she can share ( if she 

wants) with the other soldiers. She has just finished basic training at Lackland Air Force Base in Texas 

and we can't thank her enough for her service.  Circle Contact: Linda Radwick 439-5019. 

 

 

SIGN UP FOR SYNOD E-NEWSLETTER 

 

On Saturday, October 21st, Council President Tim Dickerson, Vice President Fred March, Intern Pastor 

Erika Tobin, Donna Hewitt and Synod Council Member Wes Hewitt participated in a special Grand 

Canyon Synod meeting for our Sunrise and Santa Cruz conferences at Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 

Tucson.  Interim Bishop Lowell Almen and other Synod Council members led us through a learning and 

planning process that included hearing about changes and trends in our Synod and our state, under-

standing the nomination and election process for the new Bishop, (to be voted on at the Synod Assembly 

in Tucson June 14-16, 2018,) and to brainstorm what we see as priorities for our next Bishop and the 

Synod to work on. 

 

Please sign up for the Grand Canyon Synod Newsletter at the Synod website, www.gcsynod.org.  
Look for the link at the bottom right of the home page, titled "Newsletter."  Then you will receive it via 

your email.  That way, you can keep apprised of the latest news and information about the wonderful 

ministries of our sister churches, the ELCA, and the Bishop's office.  In addition, and most importantly, 

you'll be invited to share input in a survey coming out soon about what you believe we are called by God 

to focus on and do better at in our Arizona synod.  It's your church, it's our church, it's all of us together, 

carrying out Christ's mission in Arizona and southern Nevada. 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

 

1. The council accepted the Columbarium Committee’s report of niche price increases.  The new 

rates will take effect January 1, 2018. 

2. We discussed the proposed Mission Plan.  Further discussion and a vote will take place at our 

November meeting. 

3. Betty Burford resigned from the council member at large - fellowship position.  The council 

thanked Betty for her service to the congregation.  We also thanked her for finding her 

replacement:  Sevanah Urias.  The council approved Sevanah to serve until remainder of Betty’s 

term.  Welcome to the council Sevanah! 

4. The nominating committee continues to work hard.  Please pray that people will step forward to 

fill the needed leadership positions.  Contact Fred March if you feel moved to serve. 
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SELC COLUMBARIUM NEWS  

 

After checking current prices other local churches are charging, the Columbarium Committee has decided 

to have a significant price raise for our niches.  The effective date for the new prices will be January 1, 

2018.  It is important that everyone understands that, even with this increase, the cost of cremation is 

dramatically less than the cost of a traditional burial. 

 

We also want to make everyone aware that we maintain a SELC COLUMBARIUM FUND to cover 

maintenance costs and in anticipation of future costs to add an additional section to our existing structure.  

Though this will be several years in the future, it will be costly.  We encourage anyone who wishes to 

contribute to the fund to make out their check to “SELC COLUMBARIUM FUND” and place it in a 

separate envelope, clearly noted to show your intended designation. 

 

If you have any questions please contact Doris Randolph at 452-8677. 
 

 

A NEW PICTURE DIRECTORY 

 

We are publishing a new pictorial directory in 2018 just in time for the 60
th

 anniversary of Sierra 

Evangelical Lutheran Church. There are still a couple of openings to have your picture taken. Go to the 

church web site: www.sierralutheranlorg and click on the link to schedule your picture. Or you can go 

directly to the LifeTouch site at: https://booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/y6gdd7gq.  There is no 

cost to have your picture taken and you get a free 8 x 10 photo and a copy of the new directory when it 

comes out.  LifeTouch is offering a nice discount on Christmas postcards if that interests you! They also 

offer a discount to senior citizens and military (past and present). If there are no appointments available 

you can put your name on a waiting list.  Please contact Erin Stephenson, Cindy Wiste or the church 

office. 
 

 

LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPONSE: UPDATE ON HURRICANE RELIEF 
 

During a time of multiple disasters, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is answering God's call 

to love others as ourselves. Here is a sample of what Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR) is doing: 
  
In Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands, both part of the ELCA's Caribbean Synod where Hurricane 

Maria left devastation, LDR personnel are coordinating the delivery of critical items including dry flood, 

generators (some solar powered), and solar-powered satellite phones for communication. 
  
In Texas, where Hurricane Harvey caused destruction and massive flooding, LDR is employing a disaster 

response coordinator to work with affiliates in connecting volunteers and donations, directing both to 

where they're needed most. 
  
In Florida, where Hurricane Irma caused damage, LDR is helping Lutheran Services of Florida with 

relief for staff working in response to immediate needs. 
  
In Mexico, where three major earthquakes struck within weeks, LDR is helping a local partner in the 

distribution of food, water, and other basic necessities to those who lost their homes. 
  
In Haiti, LDR is helping to support 100 female-headed households and 100 farmers whose gardens and 

livestock were lost to the hurricane. 
  
Recovery from these disasters will take years. Donate or stay up-to-date at http://elca.org/disaster. 
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 “WHERE THE LUTES ARE” THERE IS TALENT & BIG HEARTS TOO! 

 

Well, it was another fun, delicious and talent-filled night at our 3
rd

 Annual Lutherans’ Got Talent & 

Dinner Night on October 1
st
!  Over 20 youth and children and their families helped serve a wonderful 

dinner to over 130 people.  We raised $2040.00, which was matched by a very generous family to bring 

the total to $4080.00 for The National Youth Gathering Fundraiser!  Our matching donors wish to 

remain anonymous and just simply said, “We don’t give because we want everyone to know how much 

we gave.  God has provided us opportunities to be fortunate enough to be able to share what He has 

provided us and we are happy to do it.”  We are so very grateful for this gracious gesture and for the 

support and generosity of all who came that night and also to those who could not come, but gave 

donations to help the youth.  We could not have done this without your presence, support, encouragement, 

patience and generous spirits!  

 

Our marvelous Emcee, Doug Hamp, aka Hamish MacTavish, did a creative and splendid job of 

introducing our 16 performers of all ages –Mary Alexander, Carrisa Bratlien, Duke, Betty, Kylie & 

Abby Burford, Kaylie Clark, Lilliana Dicks, Doug Hamp, Billie Hayes, Adrienne Hickey, Alexis 

Lopez, Pastor Mark, The Prestige Singers, and Sevanah Urias.  A special debut, in his Frank Sinatra 

hat, was made by Miles Dennis, 3 years old, who sang a rousing verses of Jesus Loves Me with a 

wonderful voice and confidence.  A future choir member, no doubt!  We had poetry, stories, vocalists, 

magic tricks, pianists and of course the renowned Lemon Sisters (PIP’s – Partners in Praise)  with Debi 

Godwin making an encore performance!  And special thanks to Officer Jordan Boltinghouse for 

stopping in on his break time to help woo the Lemon Sisters and the crowd!  And even though Lutherans 

really know how to have fun, rest assured that the neighbors did not call in to report us!  Jordan was just 

so convincing that we’ve nominated him for the upcoming Oscars! 

 

We also were delighted to have 7 of our resident artists – Suzanne Arnold, Kalyn Escobar-Kelly, Doug 

Hamp, Billie Hayes, Jan Huthoefer, Sylvia Rosencrans & Glen Sanner share some of their treasured 

works of paintings, photography, pottery, ceramics, card making and woodworking.  What treasures of 

talent we have indeed here at SELC! 

 

All of this fun, talent, laughter, and fellowship was enjoyed while folks dined on a delicious meal.  I 

especially want to thank the following individuals for all of their culinary skills and generosity.  They not 

only prepared the food, but donated it as well:  Donna & Wes Hewitt for the tasty Swedish meatballs 

over fluffy rice, Lisa & Bob Sherry for the endless, delectable sautéed mushrooms, and Kim & Larry 

Rewis for the colorful and yummy fresh tossed salad!  I also want to thank Lori, from Baker’s Flor for 

the scrumptious cakes in three different varieties that she provided at a greatly reduced cost to help the 

youth.  It truly was a delectable and delightful evening. 

 

I thank the youth and kids for their cheerful, courteous service and extra work in set up, decorating and 

clean up.  A shout out goes to our cleanup crew to the very end – the Burford family, Ernie & Lalana 

Lopez, Kalyn Escobar-Kelly and Pastor Mark!    
 

It truly was a delectable and delightful evening of Lutheran lyrics, laughter and love!  And in case you 

missed it and wish to capture a touch of it, we are grateful to Larry Rewis and Nathan Raysor who 

helped with our sound and tech needs and recorded the talent portion of the night.  Nathan also helped a 

lot in the kitchen!   Many thanks again to everyone!   I applaud you all! 

 

With Love & Gratitude from Linda Perry and all the SELC Youth 
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VIA de CRISTO is based on the fundamentals of Christianity, 

concentrating on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ. The focus is 

not on VIA de CRISTO itself, but on the local church. The objective of 

the movement is to inspire, challenge and equip local church members 

for Christian action in their homes, churches and communities. 

 

Southern Arizona Lutheran Via de Cristo just completed a three-day 

retreat at Tanque Verde Lutheran Church in Tucson.  Four SELC members participated in the retreat. 

Those that attended as Pilgrims were Anna Bratlien, Erika Tobin along with Kim and Larry Rewis.  Their 

thoughts of the weekend are expressed below. 

 

Anna:  “My experience to Via de Cristo was a God-sent!  I feel renewed!  I never experienced so much 

love in one place.  God wanted me to be there and he gave me the courage to go.  I feel that everyone 

should go and feel the feelings that I felt, you will come out a totally different person.  Feeling God's love 

in your heart and in your soul is the best medicine anyone could ever experience.” 

 

Erika:  “During Via de Cristo, I made a new friend named June, who is around 80 years old.  Towards 

the end of the weekend, I complimented June's sunglasses and in response she gave them to me.  As she 

handed them to me, she told me to wear them and think of her often. I see Via de Cristo being like June's 

sunglasses.  VdC offers lay people a different tinted lens through which to view the faith and church that 

they already have.  Although we see nothing new through the glasses, we see it with a different and 

transformative perspective; more conscious of Christ's presence in and around us as we walk through life 

seeking to serve God and to love those around us.” 

 

Kim:  “This weekend was deeply moving with so much fellowship, overflowing love, and spiritually 

transforming!  WOW!” 

 

Larry:  “Via de Cristo was one of my most rewarding Christian experiences ever.  It’s funny how life can 

get in the way of things, and then one day you realize it's not life itself, it's really me who gets in the way.  

Christ really wants to show us His love and grace.  I have since learned to get out of my own way and let 

God work in and through me.” 

 

 

 

 

 

Southern Arizona Lutheran Tirosh (S.A.L.T.) 

Tirosh is patterned after the adult Via de Cristo movement. Tirosh is the name 

chosen for the Teen Movement because it symbolizes God’s grace and blessings in 

a new life in Jesus Christ. 

 

Tirosh is open to any youth from 9th grade to the age of 20 who has the desire to increase their personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Registration forms are now available for the next Tirosh Retreat which is being held February 22-24, 

2018, at Streams of the Desert Lutheran Church, Tucson, AZ. 

 

Make a Friend,  Be a Friend,  Bring that Friend to Christ. 

 

For more information on SALVdC or S.A.L.T., contact Jim Cleven, Parish Rep. 
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THE MESSENGER 

 

Please send article submissions for the December Messenger to selc@sierralutheran.org. 

Articles are due into the church office No Later than Friday, November 17. 
For questions or comments please call 459-0444. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – UPCOMING – SAVE THE DATE – UPCOMING – SAVE THE DATE 

 

December 3 

The God Squad (Guides on Duty) Info Meeting 

December 5 

Hanging of the Greens 

December 12 

Opening the Bible Class 

December 6, 13, 20 

Mid-week Advent Services 

December 10 

SELC Choir Cantata 

SELC Christmas Potluck 

December 15 

Shepherd’s Fold Christmas Pageant 

December 17 

G.I.F.T. 

SELC Caroling 

December 24 

One Worship Service 10 am 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 4 & 8 pm 

December 25 

Christmas Day Worship Service 10 am 

 


