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PASTOR PERRY’S LETTER 

 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”   

- John 10:10.   

 

Observing the season of Lent and its practices is intended to help us better live into and live out the “abundant 

life” of which Jesus speaks.  It may not seem like that, given the common impression of Lent as a time when 

we’re supposed to give up certain pleasures or habits.  However, the ancient goal of Lent is baptismal 

preparation which is all about being spiritually joined to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  And that 

means being joined to the abundant life that comes with the resurrection reality of eternal joy.    

 

We begin Lent with the Ash Wednesday liturgy which includes the words, 

“We are created to experience joy in communion with God, to love one another, and to live in harmony with 

creation. But our sinful rebellion separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, so that we do not enjoy 

the life our creator intended…. 

 

As disciples of Jesus, we are called to a discipline that contends against evil and resists whatever leads us 

away from love of God and neighbor…”  

 

Those disciplines, in other words, are about letting go and leaving behind anything that gets in the way of 

fullness of life with God and with other people.  That’s really what any of the talk about “giving up” things 

during Lent is about.   It’s all intended to help us to be better at enjoying and witnessing to that fullness of life 

with God.  And what a wonderful goal that is! 

 

May we each and together ask for God’s help to let go and leave behind whatever it is in our lives that keeps 

us from that goal.  May our Lenten journey together be for the purpose of experiencing God’s abundant life 

like never before.  

 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mark Perry   

 

 

FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF  

February 2, 2019 

 

 Income YTD: $ 30,363.88 

 Expenses YTD: $ 27,817.23 

 $   2,546.65  in the black (Praise God!) 

 

 

THE SELC MESSENGER - MARCH 2020 
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LENTEN CELEBRATION AT SELC 

 

 Mid-Week Lenten Services, Wednesdays, March 4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1, at 10:15 am and 6:30 pm. 

Our weekly themes: Open My Eyes, Lord; Open My Hands, Lord; Open My Ears, Lord; Open My Heart, 

Lord; Open My Life, Lord 

 

 Light Soup Suppers - Beginning Wednesdays, March 4 - April 1 @ 5:30pm, Simple suppers will be 

served in the fellowship hall.  However, in order for this to happen we need your help.  A clip board will be 

passed around at the beginning of each service on February 23 and March 1 asking for volunteers to bring 

soup or bread and/or help with setting up and cleaning up.  Please remember to include the recipe for your 

soup so those with dietary concerns can be safe.  In the interest of better stewardship, please bring your own 

table service; however, if you happen to forget this, there will be dinnerware available so please join us 

anyway to share fellowship, to give thanks for all the blessings we have, and to consider what we can give 

up in grateful response to Christ's giving His life for us. Questions, please call Sandy Hall, 378-6719. 

 

 Lenten G.I.F.T. (Generations In Faith Together) for 5 Sundays! Beginning March 1st, we will have 5 

Sundays of G.I.F.T. during Lent at our 9:30 a.m. Faith Formation hour. Come and share in an 

intergenerational faith journey as we engage in the creative work of Rich Melheim and focus our hearts on 

Christ this Lenten season. 

 

 

HOLY WEEK at SELC 

 

Lenten Cantata “Come to the Cross and Remember” 
Palm Sunday, April 5th at 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 

Come and be richly blessed by the beautiful musical reflection on the salvation story of Christ’s Passion through 

our SELC Choir’s presentation of “Come to the Cross and Remember” by J. W. Pepper.  Under the direction of 

Interim Choir Director, Sunny Fichtl, accompanied by Billie Hayes, and sung by our expanded choir, it wonderfully 

portrays the profound meaning and power of Jesus’ life and saving death.   
_______________ 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 9th, 7:00 p.m.  

“From the Upper Room to the Darkness of the Garden Betrayal” 
_______________ 

 

Good Friday, April 10th - “Walking the Way of the Cross” 

12 Noon – “Stations of the Cross” 

7:00 p.m. – “The Path of the Passion of the Christ” 
_______________ 

 

Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 11th, 7:00 p.m.  

“The Darkness is Replaced with the Light of Resurrection Joy” 
_______________ 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12th 

6:00 a.m. - Worship the Risen Lord at the City-wide Ecumenical Worship service at Centennial Pavilion in 

Veteran’s Park  

 

9:00 & 10:45 a.m. – Resurrection Celebration Services at SELC 

 

Easter Pancake Breakfast at 7:30-8:30 a.m. – Join us in the morning’s fun and fellowship as you enjoy a free 

delicious breakfast in the fellowship hall, lovingly prepared by your Congregational Council, and an Easter Egg 

Hunt for the children at 8:15 a.m., starting in front of the fellowship hall.  
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FROM INTERN PASTOR PAUL BENZ 

 

“In all your ways acknowledge God and God will make your paths straight.”    Proverbs 3:6 
 

“Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  After fasting forty days 

 and forty nights he was hungry.”        Matthew 4:1-2 
 

 As I prepare to spend a weekend with some of our young people for Tirosh to talk about a Universal Call 

to Holiness I’m struck by how the Lenten season provides an opportunity to reflect on our call to be Holy with 

just conduct in our daily lives as followers of Christ. 
 

 One of the ways Christians have, for centuries, been offered as a way to obey the First Commandment and 

to heed passages like Proverbs 3:6 has been to structure our calendars around God. We are invited to structure 

our calendars in our daily lives with prayer, study, fellowship, our weekly lives in worship, service and 

Sabbath, and our seasons throughout the calendar year. In trying to live a cross-centered life, I want my life to 

tell the story of Jesus to those whose path I cross. We can tell the story of Jesus in our acts of neighbor-love 

and service and sharing the good news of his love, salvation and grace. We can also recount key moments in 

his life and ministry in every season. This is a big reason why I love liturgical christianity. God’s nature being 

revealed to the world is Epiphany, Jesus time of fasting and temptation before beginning his Earthly ministry 

is Lent. I don’t have to be told what time of year it is by what special display is at the grocery store. I am a 

child of the Living God; a member of the body of Christ. My identity and sense of time throughout the year is 

not dictated as a consumer but as a Christ follower. 
 

 I am eager to share Lent with SELC, to worship with you on Wednesdays as we did in Advent. To have 

soup suppers. To share what each of us may be going without in order to focus more sharply on Christ and 

remember how his fasting was a crucial part of his ministry. 
 

 The most compelling Lenten Fast I’ve seen in years has recently been proposed by Young Adults of the 

ELCA: #NoPlasticsforLent. This is a 40-day fast from single use plastics. It is detailed in full on the ELCA 

website: blogs.elca.org/youngadults/104/. In addition to a blog where Christ followers can share their 

experience, the website helps answer my first question: How would I even start to go without single use plastics 

for 40 days? What are the alternatives? 
 

 I am curious to see how achievable this is in my own life, my purchasing patterns? I wonder what I will 

notice by even trying this commitment?  
 

 “We are invited to be intentional, notice our habits, and walk in the liberating steps of our Savior.” 

Below are a few questions available for your reflection this Lent regarding creation care as a possible Lenten 

practice: 

1. How do you understand Lent? Has your understanding changed at all over time? 

2. Have you ever participated in a Lenten practice? If so, which have been the most meaningful and why? 

If not, what other spiritual habits or practices have you engaged in? 

3. Why is care for the earth important for you as a person of faith? 

4. What sustainability practices or creation care practices might you commit to this Lent as an individual? 

With your family / friends? With your congregation / community? How will you hold one another 

accountable? For ideas, please see the above website or see your friendly local Intern Pastor. 
 

Your Brother In Christ 

 

 

 

 

Intern Pastor Paul Benz 
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ALTAR GUILD 

 

Lent can have many different themes, here is one of the themes: 

Catechesis – Since the period before Easter was a time for instruction of those to be baptized at the Easter 

Vigil, it follows that a major theme of the season of Lent in our day might well be catechesis: the discipline of 

learning and deepening our faith.  The Gospels, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer and other articles of Christian 

faith and practice were delivered to catechumens in a major discipline of learning, all the more effective 

worship life and not simply a classroom exercise.  We are all teachers; would that our contemporary efforts at 

Christian education were so firmly rooted in experiential participation on the part of those we teach!  The 10:45 

a.m. worship service has included mentoring our youth in church and it is wonderful to watch. 

 

LENT:  You will notice the Paraments for Lent are purple, the color of penitence.  Flowers, being the symbol 

of joy, are omitted during Lent in order to help the congregation absorb the penitential character of the season.  

We do present the curly willow branches which are dormant and appear dead when first placed.  The roots 

slowly grow throughout the season and it is amazing to watch the buds appear and come alive.  This can be a 

wonderful teaching moment about our Christian faith. 

 

 

PRESTIGE WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

We are blessed to be able to once again present a worship time of singing, a message, and communion to the 

residents at Prestige! We meet at 3:30 p.m. on the 1st Sunday of every month at Prestige Assisted Living 

Center, 4400 Avenida Cochise (First Floor, in the activity room off of the main dining hall.)  For more 

information contact Linda Radwick 439-5019. You are invited to join us.   

OUR NEXT SERVICE IS MARCH 1ST! 

 

 

W-SELC NEWS 
 

Sunrise/Santa Cruz Spring Gathering 

March 7th at 9:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
 

The time has arrived, and we will be hosting the Sunrise/Santa Cruz Spring Gathering on March 7th. We have 

77 people registered to attend.  (Please remember this is a pre-register only event.) 

 

We Need: parking lot flag persons to help direct folks to the Fellowship Hall where we will begin the day; 

door greeters for the Fellowship Hall, Sanctuary and the “paths” in between.  One complaint we have had in 

the past is “we didn’t know where to go.”  Let’s help to alleviate that!  As hosts of this wonderful gathering 

we encourage you to sit with someone you don’t know YET.  Those registered will have name tags. 

 

Included in your day is a is a continental breakfast, Keynote speaker, Father Greg Adolf, singing, luncheon, 

project guest, Mr. Sydney Potter with Good Neighbor Alliance shelter manager; and a communion sending 

service.  We are asking that you bring a roll of toilet paper, or paper towels of cleaning supply for GNA.  It 

would be nice to send Mr. Potter home with a carload of supplies.  We will also have raffle baskets filled with 

wonderful goodies with the proceeds from the raffles going to the Women of ELCA Grand Canyon Synod 

scholarships.  

 

If you are registered and willing to help or for more information, please contact Linda Radwick 439-5019. 

Many hands make light work! 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

Stewardship can be different for each of us. While this article applies to Thrivent Financial members, we should 

exercise the opportunity that is given to us to direct the Choice Dollars to various charities. There are now 

approximately 40,000 qualified organizations who participate in Choice Dollars including Sierra Lutheran Church 

(this is how we are listed with Thrivent). Members have until March 31 to direct their 2019 Choice Dollars. 
 

Thrivent members may go online to Thrivent.com, click on What We Offer, on the drop-down menu click on 

Thrivent Choice under FOR MEMBERS.  If you aren’t comfortable using the computer (or don’t have one), call 

Thrivent (1-800-847-4836) and say Thrivent Choice when prompted. A staff member will help you. 
 

If you choose to direct your dollars to Sierra Lutheran Church, you will need to call Sandy Stephenson 378-4678, 

Financial Secretary to give her the amount & the specific ministry you wish to support. 
 

If you have any questions, please call me at 456-1800.  

Joanne March, Stewardship team chair and SELC Congregational Advocate 
 

 
 

LINDA PERRY 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s 

Ministry Moments 

 

 

May the miracles and marvels of March make your month memorable!  As we now enter the season of Lent, I pray 

that your hearts and minds become perhaps a bit more focused on the Lenten journey.  There is much to ponder and 

give praise for at this time of year as the death and resurrection of the Lord is brought more vividly into the horizons 

of our lives.  Living in Lent may mean giving up certain things or perhaps devoting extra time and energy to that 

which would draw us closer to Christ and the living Word.  I find it a precious time to be more intentional about 

meditating upon the depth of Christ’s sacrifice for all and to celebrate his victory over sin and death on Easter.   
 

I’m excited for our SELC family to share in special cross generational moments – G.I.F.T. (Growing In Generations 

Together) in our Faith Formation hour for 5 Sundays in March!  We will explore together some beautiful bible 

lessons from Dr. Rich Melheim that help to strengthen cross generational ministry moments with one another that 

bring out the blessings and richness of all generations sharing in God’s love and Word together!   
 

Mark Your Calendars! 

• Sr. High L.I.F.T. – 12:30 p.m. & Confirmation – 2:30 p.m. every Thursday – in the Youth Rooms. 
 

• March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29 – G.I.F.T. – Generations In Faith Together – 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
 

• March 4, 11, 18, 25 & April 1 – Lenten Soup Suppers – 5:30 p.m. & Lenten Services – 6:30 p.m. 
 

• March 3 – Faith Formation Team Meeting – 6:30 p.m. – Music Room.  All are welcome!   
 

• March 17, 24, 31 – Tentative First Communion Classes – 5:30 p.m. with a light dinner – Music Room. 

These classes will be held for children 2nd Grade on up with a parent or caring adult who register to attend.  Please 

contact Linda Perry if you are interested.   
 

• March 21 – SALCA Camp Staff Interviews -9th Grade – College Age- at Streams in the Desert, Tucson 10:00 

a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  See Linda or Pastor Perry ASAP to get an application and set your interview time! 
 

• March 22 – Lutherans’ Got Talent & Dessert Youth Fundraiser – 6:30 p.m.  All Jr. & Sr. High Youth are to 

help and/or share a talent at the show.  Be sure to sign up with Linda Perry.   
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Come and enjoy a fun evening of yummy desserts, talent and fellowship with our SELC family!  You can watch 

the show or share your talents!  What talent has God blessed you with?  Do you enjoy painting, pottery, ice 

sculpting, photography, drama, singing, banjo playing, or maybe you’re a Yoda of Yo Yo tricks, or can be a mime 

or juggle, or hop on one foot while balancing a plate on your head, or???  Whatever talent or skill you feel God has 

blessed you with that you would like to share with others, then this is your moment!  This will be a special 

fundraiser for the ELCA Youth Gathering in St. Paul, MN coming up in June of 2021 as well as for Intern Pastor 

Paul’s Navajo Mission Project this coming July 5-12th!  A freewill donation will be taken at intermission time.  A 

variety of delectable desserts will be served to entertain your taste buds as well!   

 

Please contact Linda Perry no later than March 15, if you wish to share a talent to either have on display tables or 

to present on “stage”.  You may call her at the Office or email her at dff@selcaz.org or sign on the patio between 

services. 

 

 

HELP OUT YOUR FELLOW WORSHIPPERS! 

 

It would be a great help to some of your fellow worshippers if no one wore perfume nor cologne when at worship.  

Some folks have such a reaction to perfumes that they have to leave the sanctuary if seated next to or near those 

who wear fragrances.  So, for the sake of helping our brothers and sisters who face these challenges to worship 

comfortably and freely with us, please be considerate of others’ sensitivities and do not wear any colognes, 

perfumes or other fragrances when you come to church worship or other large group church gatherings.   

 

 

LOVE AND LUNCH ON LENZNER / TEACHER APPRECIATION 

 

Our next collection of supplies starts March 1st and is to support the teachers at Bella Vista Elementary. We are 

asking for donations of Kleenex, fine point dry erase markers, Clorox wipes, and pens. A collection bin for 

donations is the Narthex.  Collections for Bella Vista are till the end March.  We will be serving lunch to the staff 

at the end of the month.  Questions? Contact Carol Jordahl 227-2796 or Linda Radwick 439-5019. 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD NEWS 

 

US Borne Book Fair 

All are welcome to come check out the book fair brought to you by Shepherd’s Fold. 

Hours are: Monday, March 30 – 2:30 to 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday, March 31, 2:30 to 6:15 p.m. 

Come early and check out the great selection for both adults and kids. Purchases from the book fair help Shepherd’s 

Fold earn credits towards books for our classrooms. 

 

 

SELC MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH 

 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) is searching for a part-time Music/Choir director to lead the 

Congregation in worshipful music and singing at regular and special services. This position supervises the SELC 

organist and the Contemporary Worship team leader(s) as well. Hours will vary as required. If interested please 

contact the church office at 520-459-0444, admin@selcaz.org or go to our website: https://www.selcaz.org. 

IT’S HERE! 

5th ANNUAL LUTHERANS’ GOT TALENT & DESSERT 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER IS COMING AGAIN SOON! 

SUNDAY, MARCH 22 – 6:30 P.M. IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL! 
 

mailto:dff@selcaz.org
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2020 RUMMAGE SALE 
 

SAVE THE DATE - A rummage sale has been scheduled for May 15 & 16.  Start saving your CLEAN AND 

WORKING items now.   

Monday May 11th - BIG and HEAVY pick up (please call Erin by Wednesday, May 6th to be put on the 

pick up list) 

Tuesday May 12th - ONE AND ONLY DROP OFF DAY at SELC. Please bring only clean and working items 

For more information, contact Erin Stephenson at 236-2385 or erinneedsawc@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

BENEFITING THE ELCA FUND FOR LEADERS, 

PROVIDING SCHOLARSHIPS TO SEMINARIANS! 

 

MONDAY, MARCH 30, 2020 

Oro Valley Country Club 

 

Shotgun Start: 11:30 AM 

Social Hour: 4:00 PM 

Dinner & Brief Program: 5:00 PM 

 

To Register or Questions Please Call or Email: 

Bruce Rianda, Team Chair 

520-977-5611 - bruce.rianda@gmail.com 

 

This mission effort has raised more than $200,000! All proceeds have gone to our ELCA Fund for Leaders 

that is providing full and partial scholarships to students at our ELCA seminaries.  Approximately 1,200 

congregations are without a pastor. So, the Fund helps students complete Seminary without a huge debt. 

Knowing this can be a critical factor for men and women (many with young families) to answer God’s call to 

serve in the Church! 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

Articles for the APRIL Messenger are due into the church office No Later than Wednesday, March 18.  

(No exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please 

call 459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 
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