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Pastor’s Letter:  
 

“But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them.”  - Luke 24:11 
 

One of the recurrent themes in the gospel resurrection stories that particularly stands out for me this Easter 

season is how hard it was for Jesus’ followers to believe that He had really risen from the dead.  Luke 24:11 

was the eleven disciples’ response to the message of the women who had been to the tomb and had seen 

and heard the angels’ message that Jesus was alive.  Further into this chapter, even when Jesus physically 

appears to them and invites them to touch him, it says, “While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 

wondering.”  We hear a similar word at the end of the gospel of Matthew, where, as Jesus appears to them 

and commissions them, it says, “When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted.”  In John 

20, Mary Magdalene doesn’t recognize the Resurrected Lord at the tomb, and, of course there’s Brother 

Thomas’ words in verse 25, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark 

of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”  The Gospel of Mark has the women running from 

the tomb, “for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.” 

(Mark 16:8).   
 

I find encouragement and reassurance in these stories of fear and doubt.  They remind me that this Story of 

the Risen Lord that is at the very heart of our mission and message as Christ-followers is not an easy one 

to swallow.  In fact, it’s impossible to accept without the gift of faith that God provides.  So, when we have 

our own doubts and questions, it might help us to “lighten up” a bit on ourselves.  We’re in good company!  

After all, faith is less about certainty and more about trust in God in the midst of all our doubts and questions.   
 

We can also “lighten up” when we encounter people- including in our own circle of family and friends- 

who have a hard time believing in God and God’s active presence in us and in the world.  Why would we 

expect anything different?  This is a crazy claim we make.  In Greek, in fact, the term “idle tale” includes 

the meaning “delirious.”  So, perhaps it can help us to be patient and understanding with folks who don’t 

believe like we do, lovingly share our faith, and let the Spirit do its work in God’s time.   
 

It also reminds us that, in order for us to continue to walk strong in faith, we need to walk together.  What 

truly convinced the first witnesses of the Living Lord was just that:  They were witnesses to His presence 

with them and then, eventually at Pentecost, in them.  Nothing is different today.  What keeps us faithful to 

this crazy business of faith is experiencing the presence of Christ within us and among us.  Seeing and 

experiencing His love made real in and through the hands, voices, and words of other believers, and the 

witness they provide that encourages our prayers helps us to once again accept that “Christ is Risen!  He is 

risen indeed!”  Without that regular exposure, hopefully on a weekly basis, it’s too easy for us to simply go 

the way of the world and let it all remain for us simply “an idle tale.”   
 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Perry 
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INQUIRERS’ CLASS 

 

Anyone interested in learning some of the basics about what it means to be a Lutheran Christian and how 

we live out our Christian mission here at SELC, including through becoming a voting member, is invited 

to a series of three “Inquirers’ Classes.”  (Final confirmation of the schedule depends on participant 

availability).  We plan on formally welcoming new members on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, 2019, at either 

worship service.  Please contact Pastor Perry at 459-0444 or pastor@selcaz.org, for more information.  

(Please note:  One doesn’t have to commit to be a member in order to attend these sessions). 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION AT SELC 

 

New Adult Class: “We Must Plant The Church”: A History Of The Lutheran Church In America 

     A new Sunday adult class will begin May 5th that highlights the development of the Lutheran church in 

the United States. 

     When Lutherans came to America, they brought with them Martin Luther’s belief that people of faith 

engage the big questions of the day. This story is characterized by the tension between honoring the 

European roots of the church and adapting to the new realities of American life. The Lutheran church, from 

its earliest days, faced religious pluralism, intolerance, racism, war, lack of state support and diversity of 

languages and traditions.  It wasn't easy then, and it isn't easy now. Understanding American Lutheran 

history can change the way we see ourselves and our future.  This video series with group discussion time 

on the history of Lutherans in America transports learners through four centuries of the planting of the 

Lutheran church in this new land. Henry Muhlenberg provides the title for this series. His motto was 

Ecclesia Plantanda: "We must plant the church.” Join Pastor Perry and our other learners at 9:30 am in the 

fellowship hall! 

 

Wednesday Bible Study, 9-10 am, Music Room – We will be concluding our Bible Survey, “The 

Greatest Story,” on May 15th.  We’ll discuss what’s next in our class on May 8th.  

 

 

MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH UPDATE 

 

Our interview team has been actively interviewing candidates and anticipates wrapping up our search by 

the end of May.  Please continue to keep this process in your prayers!  In the meantime, we offer our 

sincere and enthusiastic appreciation to Sunny Fichtl, who has been our interim Music Director this past 

choir season!   

 

 

TED CONDON MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 

All are invited to join us for a Celebration of Life for Ted Condon, on Friday, May 10 at 11:00 am, here at 

SELC.  A reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a dish to share if possible. 

 

 

JIM BEHSMAN MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 

All are invited to join us for a Celebration of Life for Jim Behsman, on Saturday, June 8 at 10:30 am, here 

at SELC.  Jim died on Good Friday, April 20th, in Denver, where he had been residing in a care facility 

close to their daughter.  Please keep wife, Jane, and his family and friends in your prayers.   
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GIFT – Generations In Faith Together 

Blessings & Beautification! May 26 at 9:30 AM 

 

Let's spread the love of God by praying blessings over our neighborhood and making it more beautiful as 

we go! Meet on the patio at Faith Formation time for an opening prayer and then we'll set off for a short 

walk around the neighborhood to pray for our neighbors and do an easy 

neighborhood trash pickup. 

 

Wear your walking shoes, sunscreen, and hats! Carrying our church banner ahead of 

us, we will start on Bella Vista Drive (just south of the parking lot) and follow it east 

until it circles back to Lenzner. We will end our walk in the Fellowship Hall with a 

closing song, prayer, and a refreshing snack of watermelon and lemonade! Those 

who would like to participate but cannot walk long distances may either ride on a 

side-by-side which will be leading and following our parade of pedestrians, or move 

to the fellowship hall to pray together for the neighborhood, sing hymns of love for 

our neighbors, and await the return of the walkers.  God's love urges us to move 

beyond our church walls and love one another. Let's walk our talk and show God's 

love to our neighbors! 

 

 

LINDA PERRY, DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Youth & Children’s Ministry Moments 

 

May 2- Sr. High L.I.F.T -12:30 pm & Confirmation -2:30 pm.  Please Note:  This will be our last 

learning event before Summer Break! 

 

May 3 – 4 -SALCA Camp Staff Training – Training begins at 6:00 p.m. at Lord of Grace Lutheran 

Church in Marana/Tucson – 7250 N. Cortaro Rd. and concludes at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday.  All staff are 

required to attend.  Transportation help can be arranged.  Contact Linda Perry if you will need a ride.  Bring 

your own bedding, toiletries, and a snack to share. 

 

May 9 - Sr./Jr. High Year End Party & Celebration for Summer Break - 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. at 

Pastor Mark & Linda Perry’s house!  Come and join the fun as we play corn hole, darts and other games 

while enjoying good food and fellowship!   

 

SALCA Camp Registration Deadline is May 10!  Visit www.mysalca.com to get an on-line registration 

or turn in a hard copy you should have received by now.  SALCA CAMP IS MAY 27 – 31 at Triangle Y 

in Oracle.  Full Scholarships are available! 

 

May 10 – 11 – Middle School Lock-In – 8 pm Friday to 8 am Saturday - Tanque Verde Lutheran 

Church, Tucson – Come and join many other Jr. High Youth from all over Tucson at this fun and faith 

filled time together!  Contact Linda Perry asap if you wish to go.  Deadline to sign up is Sunday, May 5th.  

Cost is $10, but full scholarship help is available if needed. 

 

May 12 - Confirmation Sunday!  10:45 am Worship Service.  Come and celebrate with Katie Russell, as 

she affirms her Baptism and faith commitment in Jesus! 

 

May 14 - Faith Formation Team Meeting 6:30 p.m. – Room 3. 
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CROSS GENERATIONAL VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

God’s Good Earth! 

Tues – Thurs evenings, June 25 – 27, 2019, 6 – 8 p.m. 

With a light supper from 5:30 to 6 p.m. At Sierra Lutheran Church 
 

If you are a household with no children, this is for you! If you are a household with children, this is for you! If 

you’re young, you will love this! If you are an older adult, you too will love this! In other words, it’s for 

everyone!! 

We begin our evening with a light supper from 5:30 to 6:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. After we eat, we will 

gather for our evening theme and learning fun around God’s Good Earth.  

We need lots of helpers to make this Cross+Gen VBS a success! Here is how you could help: 

• Set up, decoration help, or take down 

• Kitchen crew prepares and serves a light supper 

• Lead the games rotation 

• Lead the Crafts rotation 

• Lead the Simulation station rotation which helps to teach more about hunger, poverty and how our 

faith calls us to respond to both. 

• Lead the story time closing which shares stories of ministries supported by ELCA World Hunger. 

The children and youth will have something special to share in the 10:45 a.m. Sunday service on June 30th 

following this wonderful VBS time together!    
 

 

FROM YOUR INTERN 

 

Spirit Lab Final Surveys 

THANK YOU to everyone who participated in Intern Amy's Spirit Lab project! We hope that experimenting 

with new and different ways of engaging with scripture and prayer added some variety to your devotional and 

prayer practices. If you have not done so already, please pick up a Spirit Lab Final Survey from the church 

office, fill it in, and return it to Intern Amy's mailbox. These surveys will be used to help Intern Amy complete 

her final project summary for the seminary as well as inform future Faith Formation opportunities. 
 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 
 

Our annual Women’s Rummage Sale is fast approaching. 

Friday and Saturday May 17th and 18th from 7am-12:30pm. 

There will also be an incredible lunch sold 

both days from 10:30am until sold out!! 
 

The week leading up to the sale consists of: 

Monday 5/13 

the BIG and Heavy U-haul pick up day. Please call Erin by May 8th if you have something to be put on the 

pickup list. 
 

Tuesday 5/14 - 9am-6pm 

The ONE and ONLY Drop off day. Please bring your CLEAN and WORKING items to the fellowship hall. 

We will also be pricing and sorting this day. 

 

Wednesday & Thursday 5/15 & 5/16 9am-5pm 

Pricing and sorting days. 
 

Please sign up on clip boards if you haven’t already because we have fun while we work!  Whether you can  

come help us for an hour or 2 or more please sign up, come by and see how you can help.   
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           CALLING ALL SELC WOMEN            
 

On Saturday, May 25th at 9AM in the Fellowship Hall, Intern Amy will be leading the wonderful 

devotional called "Two Way Blessings".  This is a study of intergenerational relationships in Scripture.  

Looking at the stories of Miriam, Anna, and Simeon, as well as the miracle feeding of the 5,000, the author 

show how God uniquely shares wisdom among each of us - and how our lives are enriched in community 

with all ages of God's people.  After the study we will begin discussion on hosting the Sunrise/ Santa Cruz 

Conference.  Any and all information concerning the women here at SELC can be discussed. 

____________________________________ 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION: The RT. Rev. Moravian Bishop Kay Ward is coming to Desert Hills Lutheran 

Church in Green Valley on Friday, June 7th from 12:30 to 4Pm to talk about the Summer Gather Bible 

Study" For Such a Time as This" - a study of Esther.  This is FREE but a free will offering will be taken to 

help defray the cost of getting her to Green Valley from California.  If you are so inclined Bishop Ward 

will be doing a mini retreat on Saturday morning June 8 from 8:30 to noon called "Don't Just Live - Thrive". 

If you are planning to go to either one of these, you need to register with SUKI at sukikisling@gmail.com 

before May 31st. I highly recommend meeting and hearing this dynamic speaker. You will never be 

disappointed! If you are planning an going to the Saturday Retreat, you will have to make your own hotel 

reservations. QUESTIONS????  Call Linda Radwick 439 5019 

 

 

FROM THE ALTAR GUILD 

 

In the Narthex, you have had a close up and personal view of Luther's Seal and St. Matthew, so for the 

month of May we will showcase the kneeler with the symbol of St. Mark, Evangelist.  

St. Mark's day is April 25. The lion, or a winged lion, has been emblematic of St. Mark, suggesting the 

power and vigor of his portrayal of Jesus' life and ministry. The framing of this kneeler was a donation from 

John and Virginia Wickizer in memory of Beulah and Belle Murphy. 

________________________________ 

 

A special thank you to all those who donated Easter Lilies and plants to help make the Sanctuary beautiful 

for this celebration of the Resurrection of our Lord. Our home bound members appreciate your prayers and 

the visits with the delivered plants that were donated. We thank Becky Randall and Ruth Britton for their 

tireless help during all the special services in April. 

________________________________ 

 

The Altar Guild bids a sad farewell to Joanne and Verne Fleming 

as they locate to Mesa, AZ. You are missed already! 

 

 

 

THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU THANK YOU  

 

“Thank you to our church family and friends for all the cards, calls, food, flowers, visits, expressions of 

concern and prayers during and after my back surgery.” A special thanks to Pastor Mark for his visit the 

day of surgery. You expressed God’s love eloquently. We are truly blessed. In Christ, Ruth Graber 
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SELC CHOIR NOTES 

 

April was a very busy month for your choir as we prepared for the Cantata, “A Time for Alleluia”, 

presented at both services on April 7th, and then as we continued rehearsing for Palm Sunday, 

Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter.   You might think we could take a moment to breathe 

and relax, but there is still so much to do in the coming weeks as we prepare for Pentecost and 

Holy Trinity.   

 

Gloryland sings once a month at both services giving the choir a little break, and the Partners in 

Praise (PIPS) continue to be the Worship Leaders at the 10:45 service along with preparing special 

music/anthems. 

 

All of these groups put in a lot of time, hard work, and dedication to bring you, the congregation, 

a meaningful message, through music, each week. And, what would we do without Billie 

Hayes, our brilliant accompanist and organist!  

 I appreciate them all very much. 

 

See you next Sunday. 

………….Sunny 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

Where does my congregation’s Mission Support go? 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) is one congregation of the approximate 10,000 congregations of 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin 

Islands.  There are nine regions (we are in 2D) and 65 Synods.  We are in the Grand Canyon Synod which has 

89 congregations (including new missions) in Arizona, the southern part of Nevada and one congregation in St. 

George, Utah. 

 

The line item – Grand Canyon Synod - in our annual Mission Plan is sent to our Synod office in Phoenix.  The 

Synod Mission Support is divided into 4 categories:  

 

WE ARE THE CHURCH (18%) which includes candidacy process for ordination & consecration, supports 

Pastoral/Diaconal mobility, ministry funds, funds project grants and supports congregations & pastors 

during crisis & transition. 

WE ARE LUTHERAN: (16%) which includes youth faith formation camp, advocacy through AZ interfaith 

networks, Diakonia Lay Leadership, organizes Synod Assembly meeting & voting based on congregational 

identity, convocation of rostered leaders. 

WE ARE CHURCH TOGETHER (58%):  Shares mission support with ELCA, attends ELCA conference 

of 65 synodical bishops, participates in Churchwide Assembly & ELCA Youth Gathering every 3 years, 

contributes funds to Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary & supports Lutheran Campus Ministries 

(including NSU, ASU and U of A), seeks and supports new calls to Grand Canyon Synod congregations, 

supports & oversees congregational renewal & new starts. 

WE ARE CHURCH FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD (8%):  nurtures companion synod relationships 

(Senegal & Lithuania) & explores new synodical relationships (Mexico), partnership with Lutheran Social 

Services of the Southwest and Lutheran Social Services of Nevada, supports ELCA membership in the 

Lutheran World Federation, supports Lutheran Disaster Relief & Lutheran World Relief. 

This and other resources are available at gcsynod.org/stewardship. 

 

Your Stewardship Team: Jim Cleven, Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson and Joanne March (chair) 
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NOTES FROM THE LANDSCAPING TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

As you have hopefully noticed, a few changes have been made around the fellowship hall by the addition of 

donated Texas Rangers plants and soil amendment of the raised beds.  We will slowly be developing several 

areas around the church with the goal of making our campus more appealing and inviting. In doing so, please 

note that we have specific goals with this development: 

1. We will use Xeriscape plants that require little care and water once established.  All plants need water 

to establish themselves so for the first several months, we will have an increase in water usage. 

2. In using good stewardship, our gardens will not be immediate gratification gorgeous! The plants we 

add will need time to reproduce and grow to become a beautiful environment.  We ask for your 

patience! 

3. Also, in being good stewards, we are planning to develop water harvesting that will blend well with 

our buildings and gardens. 

 

If you have questions or concerns or would like to donate funds in memory of or honor of a loved one please 

contact any of us on the team:  Christie Brown, Anna Bratlien, Sandy Hall.   We can always use volunteer labor 

as needed if you are interested in helping! 

 

 

CARE NET WALK FOR LIFE 

 

Care Net Pregnancy Center of Cochise County, Inc’s “Walk for Life is Saturday, May 11, 2019.  It is a 2 

mile walk, and whole families are invited.  Come rain or shine.  There are prizes and a free T-Shirt for $200 

in pledges.  Ask your neighbors and co-workers and relatives.  Anyone you know.  The walk begins at 

Calvary Chapel at 8:00 am Registration is a 7:30 am.  You can walk on your own if you can’t join us. 

 

Care Net provides accurate information about pregnancies and the development of the baby while in the 

womb and after birth.  They help with clothing, food, and baby furniture.  They give pregnancy tests, 

educational ultrasounds, medical referrals, and confidential peer counseling.  Other services they provide 

are: abstinence education in the schools, post-abortion support and miscarriage/infant loss support.  All 

these services are free. 

 

Bring your completed Walk Brochure the day of the walk or drop them off at the Care Net office at 1197 

E. Fry Blvd.  You can get a brochure from the Care Net office or Marilyn Hewitt, our church liaison.  You 

can also pledge support with Marilyn. 520-459-4746 or mbhewitt@cox.net. 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the JUNE Messenger are due into the church office No Later than MAY 20. (No exceptions.) 

Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or 

email: admin@selcaz.org. 

 

 

 

 
 


