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PASTORS LETTER: 

 

One of the characteristics and practices of which I’ve been most grateful and proud here at SELC is the way 

we have been able to talk respectfully and civilly about issues over which we have sincere and strongly felt 

differences.  That is no small thing in this era of divisiveness and disrespect in a country where leaders and 

commentators seem to more often pour fuel on the fires of that division rather than build bridges over it.   

 

In reflecting on what it takes to keep our conversations caring and civil, there are certain characteristics that 

stand out as most important in our policies and practices: 

 

1.  Jesus Christ is our Lord.  All other beliefs and opinions over which we disagree pale in comparison to 

this one conviction firmly held by all.  This is the source of a unity which is greater and more powerful than 

all other issues.  It is the ultimate “glue” that holds us together.  (Ephesians 4:3-6) 

 

2.  We stand together at the foot of the cross.  All of us are sinners in need of forgiveness.  This provokes 

a sense of humility that leads away from hurtful zeal.  We could be wrong.  We all are wrong about 

something in our lives at some time.  Our Lord valued and love each one of us enough to die for us.  

Anyone’s eyes we look into are also those for whom He gave His life. (Philippians 2) 

 

3.  We are the “Priesthood of All Believers.”  This Lutheran teaching means that each one of us has 

unique gifts and perspectives to offer to all of us, regardless of our social status or stage of life.  Everyone 

in whom the Holy Spirit dwells needs to be listened to as one who may speak on behalf of God in ways we 

haven’t heard before or which needs to be carefully considered.  (1 Peter 2:4-5; 1 Corinthians 12) 

 

4.  The Holy Spirit is our power. It is not by our own strength nor wisdom that we can move through 

challenges and discover new realities of what it means to live faithfully in God’s Kingdom.  It is being open 

to God’s Holy Spirit, which is the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9-10), working in and through us.  We cannot 

by ourselves conceive of all that God has in store for us.  We can, however, surrender to and trust in the 

power of God’s Holy Spirit to show us new and wondrous ways of being and serving.  (Ephesians 4:18-20) 

 

5.  God’s love is our starting point and our goal.  Sharing natural affinities and preferences may lead to 

comfortable friendships and nice conversations.  But it is God’s agape love- unconditional, unselfish, 

unwavering, unstoppable- that connects us in deep and godly relationships and prompts us to serve all in 

need.  All of our struggles, challenges, triumphs, joys, tears, suffering and celebration will one day all be 

brought together in the wholeness and completeness of that Love.  We have the privilege of joining together 

in the holy work that leads to that End.  (1 Corinthians 13:8-13) 

 

May we continue to hold fast to these principles and ask God’s help to live them out. 

 

Joyfully and lovingly serving Christ with you, 

Pastor Mark Perry 
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LENT 2019 

“WALKING TOWARDS THE LIGHT” 
 

This year’s Lenten season we reflect on what it means to walk in the midst of the darkness of our broken world 

and the reality of our sinful nature with heads held high and eyes fixed on the anticipated light flowing out of 

Jesus’ empty tomb.  We begin with our Ash Wednesday worship, on March 6th, at 10:15 am and 6:30 pm, in the 

sanctuary.  We will share in the traditional Imposition of Ashes and our acknowledgment that “we are dust and 

to dust we shall return” followed by the assurance and comfort provided in Holy Communion. 
 

Then, starting on Wednesday, March 13th and concluding on April 10th, we will have our annual “Lenten Soup 

Suppers” from 5:30-6:15 pm, in the fellowship hall (watch for signups in worship on March 3rd for bringing 

soup).  Lenten worship follows at 6:30- 7:00 pm, in the sanctuary.  A Morning Worship will take place at 10:15 

am, also in the sanctuary.  
 

This year, our Midweek Worship theme, “Walking Towards the Light,” will focus on five of the bible passages 

used in the Easter Vigil Worship which highlight the Story of Salvation.  We’ll look at the story of Creation 

from Genesis 1, The Flood, from Genesis 7, The Deliverance at the Red Sea from Exodus 14 & 15, Salvation 

for All, from Isaiah 55, and the Fiery Furnace, from Daniel 3.  If you’ve ever wondered why we use the bible 

stories we do in the Easter Vigil, this is your chance to learn more about them and how they all build up to the 

great Story of Jesus’ New Life which Easter ushers in.  This will be a great way to prepare for that joyous Easter 

celebration!  Morning and Evening Prayer liturgies and music will provide the worship setting.   
 

Choir practice will follow this service in the sanctuary, as well as the special “Spirit Lab” sessions led by Intern 

Amy Janssen, in the Fellowship hall (see article below).   
 

Come and follow Jesus through all the challenges and triumphs of life until we enter into that Life beyond all 

life of His Heavenly Realm! 
 

 

SPIRIT LAB - INTERN PASTOR PROJECT 
 

Even if you haven't attended yet, you are still welcome to join Intern Pastor Amy Janssen for this experience! 

Each week is a new experiment with different ways of listening to God's voice through Scripture and Prayer. 

Sessions are held in the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday evenings at 7 - 8 pm (after Lenten Evening Worship) 

and Sunday mornings at 9:30 am (during Faith Formation hour).  Sessions will not be held on Ash Wednesday 

(March 6) or Sunday, April 7.  Contact Intern Amy for more information at intern@selcaz.org. (Sunday Faith 

Formation opening and the regular adult class to be held in the Sanctuary.) 
 

 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 
 

The Lenten soup/suppers will be held before the evening services starting on March 13, 20, 27 and April 3 and 

10.  We will be passing around signup sheets on March 3 for people to bring pots of soup and/or bread.  Suppers 

start at 5:30 pm and are over by 6:15 pm for evening services. 
 

 

MUSIC NOTES 
 

After a very busy December and January, the SELC Choir is beginning work on the Easter Cantata, “A Time 

for Alleluia,” along with preparing weekly anthems to share with the congregation.  We will be rehearsing the 

cantata from 7:00 to 8:00 on Wednesday evenings and would love to have you join us.  If you are interested in 

making a joyful noise, please contact Sunny Fichtl, 520-459-2081 or sunnyf@cox.net.  Our Easter Choir Cantata 

will be April 7th  
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LINDA PERRY, DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Light in Lent! 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, 

darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God 

said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. —Genesis 1:1-3  

 

As we begin to journey into the season of Lent, in which our theme is “Walking Towards the Light,” my 

mind reflected upon this beautiful and descriptive passage from Genesis, where we first hear of emptiness 

and darkness.  But then God begins to move and create, and He breaks through that darkness!  “The Spirit 

of God was hovering over the waters.”  I just love that word hovering!  To wait, or to linger at hand.  It’s 

as if God is conveying a calm control, power and patience in the gift of birthing light into creation!  Light 

was the first gift from God to the world.  And that light still “shines in the darkness and the darkness has 

not overcome it – 1 John 1:5. Christ was in that first light that entered the world.  Our mighty God, from 

the very beginning, decries from the moment of creation, that no matter what happens to you, My Light, 

My Love, My Son, will outshine any darkness you may ever experience.   

 

In the season of Lent, as we journey toward the cross, the light can seem to dim.  Our hearts can become 

heavy as we take time to reflect upon and pray about the dark places in the world and even in our lives.  To 

linger or wait can be uncomfortable.  But it is often in those dark and difficult places in which we may need 

to ponder and wait, and take a deeper look, with a loving God embracing us, that we can then most brightly 

shine forth in new ways.    

 

I pray we can take time to hover ever so quietly, patiently and trustingly in the Savior, as we wait and linger 

in Lenten moments.  Linger in Scripture, linger in prayer, linger in worship and Lenten services, and as we 

do, we can walk in the Light in Lent.  For we know Easter is coming and Christ has the final say over 

darkness, despair, disappointment, disaster, the devil and death!  He has triumphed!  He is the Way, the 

Truth and the Life and He loves us beyond all comprehension.  As you cling to the Light of Christ in the 

darkness, think about these beautiful words from Franciscan Priest, Richard Rohr; “Remember, light is not 

so much what you directly see as that by which you see everything else. This is why in John’s Gospel, Jesus 

Christ makes the almost boastful statement, “I am the Light of the world” (John 8:12). Jesus Christ is the 

amalgam of matter and spirit put together in one place, so we ourselves can put it together in all places and 

enjoy things in their fullness.”    

 

Let us Lenten Lutherans shine the love and light of Jesus from the cross of Good Friday to the dawn of 

Easter morning.  May we prayerfully and joyfully journey together with Jesus that we may share His Light 

and Love with everyone we meet!  

 

 

CROSS GENERATIONAL MINISTRY MOMENTS 

 

March 17 – GIFT – Generations In Faith Together – 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall – Praying 

in Color!  Come and celebrate the Trinity and the power and story behind the rainbow that leads to 

God’s pot of “gold” and promises!  Wear green for the scene!  It’s St. Patrick’s Day! 

 

March 19 – Cross Generational Acolyte Training & Pizza – 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.!  – All children 

3rd grade and up along with any adults who are interested in Acolyting at our services, are invited to 

come to this time of sharing information and training to be an Acolyte.  It is a wonderful way to share 

in our worship services and enhance the beauty of our worship time together. RSVP to Linda Perry. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY MOMENTS 

 

March 2 – SALCA Camp Staff Interviews – 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. – Streams in the Desert, Tucson – All 

9th – 12th grade and above must schedule an interview to be an LIT or Cabin Leader if you did not interview last 

Spring.  All applications are due to Linda Perry by March 1st.   

 

March 5 – 6:30 pm - Faith Formation Team Meeting, in room #3 

 

Tentative March 12, 26 & April 9 – First Communion Classes – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. – These classes will 

be held based on interest and sign ups.  RSVP to Linda Perry. Deadline to RVSP for class is March 7th! 

 

March 31 – Super Kids Event (2nd Gr. – 5th Gr.) – 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. at Streams in the Desert, Tucson!  

Please contact Linda Perry to RSVP and secure your child’s ride. 

 

Looking Ahead – Mark Your Calendars! 

 

May 10 – 8 pm to May 11 – 8 a.m. - Middle School Overnight Lock-In at Tanque Verde Lutheran Church, 

Tucson!  All youth 6th – 8th grade, are invited to this special event!  We will have a blast together sharing in fun, 

faith and fellowship with many youth from all over Tucson.   Snacks and midnight pizza on Friday along with 

a continental breakfast will be served on Saturday.  Bring your own pillow and bedding!  Contact Linda Perry 

if you wish to sign up so enough transportation can be provided for all.   

 

 

SPRING FLING TALENT SHOW & DESSERT EVENING  

 

Attention!  We regret that due to new scheduling conflicts, the Lutherans Got Talent & Dessert Night 

has been CANCELLED!  This special event will be scheduled at a much later date.   

 

 

SHEPPERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

Back by popular demand! It’s Shepherd’s Fold Butter Braid fund raiser! 

 

Butter Braid hand-braided pastries are a delicious treat! 

Butter Braid freezes well, is quick and easy to prepare 

and a great addition to your Easter holiday.  

Tell your friends and family too (or give one as a gift)! 

Tempting Flavor Options: Apple, Blueberry Cream Cheese, Cherry, Cinnamon, 

Cream Cheese or choose the yummy Caramel Rolls. 

 

Cost: $12.50 (Money due upon ordering.) 

Ordering deadline is March 22. 

Pick up on April 8, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Thank you for your loving support and care.  We couldn’t do it without you.  For more information or to place 

an order, contact Shepherd’s Fold at 459-0115.  An order form is also available mid-week in the church office. 

 

 

FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF JANUARY 31, 2019 

 

 Income YTD: $ 47,795 

 Expenses YTD: $ 37,001 
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ULTREYA - APRIL 7th, 

at Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 

(that’s right, it’s here in Sierra Vista this time). 

 

Servant School starts at 2:00 p.m., 

Ultreya / Potluck starts at 4:00 p.m., ending at 6:30 p.m. 

 

The simplest description of the Ultreya is a meeting of Group Reunions. Here we witness together to the life in 

grace and we challenge each other to persevere on our journey to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. While 

the primary Group Reunion is weekly, the Ultreya is usually monthly. At the Ultreya you will reaffirm 

friendships you made on your weekend. You will also make many new friends and receive encouragement and 

support. 

 

The Ultreya fulfills many roles on the road to perseverance. For new participants of the Via de Cristo movement, 

it is the place to discover what the Group Reunion is like. The Group Reunion is not learned from only one or 

two attempts. It requires a period of time so that its rhythm becomes a method of life. The Group Reunion is one 

part of the process of community, the other part is the larger community, the Ultreya. Neither one is complete 

without the other, and growth is linked to the vitality and depth of both groups. 

 

The purpose of the Via de Cristo movement as a distinct part of it, is to make it possible for us to know Christ, 

to share Christ, and to bring Christ into our communities, environments, and into all the world we know, linking 

Christians together in action. What is the role of the Ultreya in this? It provides the linkage, and good food.  

Bring your favorite dish to share. 

 

If you have attended a Via de Cristo weekend and you would like to serve as a sponsor or on a team, you must 

attend Servant School.  Servant School will be held prior to the Ultreya starting at 2:00 pm in the music room. 

To have enough handouts, please contact Jim Cleven if you will be attending the Servant School. 

 

Ultreyas potlucks are open to everyone so bring a dish if you are able, if not, just come and enjoy the 

fellowship with friends and make some new friends.   

 

Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring that Friend to Christ. 

 

For questions about the Ultreya – Potluck, which is open to everyone, contact Pastor Mark Perry at 

pastor@selcaz.org, or call at (520) 459-0444, or contact Jim Cleven at eaglelope@cox.net, or call at (520) 678-

0414. 

 

RSVP the church office or Jim Cleven by March 31st or sooner if you plan on attending the potluck, so we can 

set a place for you. 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

What Is Stewardship?  What is the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word “stewardship”? 

Budgets and spreadsheets? Money? Pledge cards? A grateful response to God? What about love? 

 

Stewardship encompasses so much more than money. It is a way of life. It calls for integration between our 

faith and the way that we live our lives — we are a church that is energized by lively engagement in our faith 

and life. Stewardship is a mindset, a culture and a discipline that can never be contained in an annual three-week 

financial response. According to Clarence Stoughton, former president of Wittenberg University, stewardship is 

everything we do after we say, “I believe.” It is the way in which we use all of the resources that God has 

entrusted to our care so that we can love God and our neighbor. Stewardship is about love. 

(From the ELCA Pamphlet "Stewards of God's Love") 
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SECRET PRAYER PARTNERS 
 

The fellowship team would like to initiate a Secret Prayer Partner Ministry.  In order for this to happen, we need 

at least 2 volunteers to educate, organize, publicize, and maintain the program.  This would be about a 4 month 

commitment.   

 

Briefly, SPP is a ministry between you and another person in our church family.  You become his/her silent 

prayer partner and secret encourager for 3 months.  He/she doesn’t know who you are, but will know you are 

there, praying for them and their needs. 

 

It is about encouraging, supporting, and edifying one another in prayer as well as with personal notes or cards.  

It is hoped that during these months your prayer life will bring you into a deeper relationship with the Lord as 

you lift up your prayer partner and their needs. 

 

Please prayerfully consider helping with this ministry. If you are interested or would like more information, 

please contact Cindy in the church office or any member of the FT: Deanna Sanner, Carl McCourt, Helen Purdue, 

Linda Radwick, or Sandy Hall. 
 

 

FROM THE ALTAR GUILD 
 

On display in the Narthex is one of the original needlepoint kneelers that was hand stitched by one of our 

members in the 1970’s.  This one is Luther’s Seal.  It is widely recognized as a symbol for Lutheranism.  It was 

designed by Martin Luther himself in 1530 while Luther was staying at the Coburg Fortress during the Diet of 

Augsburg.  It is an expression of Luther’s theology and faith.  The black cross means we are saved from sin 

because Jesus died on the cross.  The red heart means we live because Jesus shed HIS blood for us.  Our faith in 

HIM has saved us.  The white rose means our faith gives us joy, comfort, and peace.  White is to remind us this 

is peace like the angels enjoy.  The blue background reminds us that we will meet Jesus in heaven and the gold 

circle means that GOD is precious.  It reminds us of heaven’s endless joys.  A circle is an endless shape.  

 

After 40 years the kneelers were becoming thread bare and needed replacing. The Altar Guild chose to frame 

and display these beautiful pieces of artwork. This year we would like to highlight one a month for all to enjoy.  
 

 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKES 
 

Everyone is invited! Get your hotcakes at Participating Sierra Vista Area Restaurants 

and help feed our seniors in the Sierra Vista area. 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5 

7:00 am – 11:00 am at The Landmark Café or Caffe Ole 

4:00 pm – 8:00 pm at Papa’s 50s Diner or Country House 

Please present your “ticket/voucher” to your server upon ordering and a percentage of each receipt 

will be donated to “Meals on Wheels” Senior Meals for the Sierra Vista Area. 

“Tickets/vouchers” are available to pick up in the SELC Narthex.  

 

Sponsored by St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 2750 Cardinal Dr., Sierra Vista. 
 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 
 

SAVE THE DATE   A rummage sale has been scheduled for May 17 & 18.  Start saving your CLEAN AND 

WORKING items now.  For more information, contact Erin Stephenson at 236-2385 
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BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 

 

Box tops for education are still being collected and sent to the Lutheran School on the Navajo Nation.  The box 

tops can be found on General Mills cereals, Nature Valley granola bars, etc.  Each box top is worth 10 cents.  If 

I send in 200, they then have $20 to use for whatever is needed.  They do expire, so look at the date on each one 

you clip out. 

 

Thank you to all who put them in the basket bin in the Narthex.      - Deanna Sanner 

 

 

CLASS ON LATINO LENTEN PRACTICES 

Saturday, March 9 at 9:00 am – 1:00 pm 

 

Lent Cuaresma – Come learn and have fun!  We Lutheran Latinos like to tweak our old and new traditions. 

You will also be helping with our 2019 fundraiser fund.  Cost: $20.00 (cash or check only.)  Lunch provided. 

Hosted by: Pastor Mateo Chavez 520-236-0066 - Iglesia Luterana San Juan Bautista, 1130 E. Bilby Rd., Tucson 

 

 

THANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOU 

 

Thank you, youth of SELC!  Jim Thompson and his daughter, Lisa, wish to extend a special thank you to the 

following youth and adults who came out to the Thompson home and Alpaca Ranch on February 2nd to help 

pull weeds, clear undergrowth, and spread out mulch and fertilizer in various planter areas and around trees.  

The cheerful and hardworking group who worked alongside Lisa, included:  Ian & Kylie Burford, Cris & Josh 

Clark, Lilliana Dicks, Mariana Martinez and her friend Ellie, Brianna Pederson and Katie Russell.  Adult helpers 

were: Anna Bratlien, Intern Amy Janssen, Kalyn Escobar, Meli Martinez, Carl MccCourt, Linda Radwick, 

Pastor Mark & Linda Perry.   

 

The youth wanted to thank and help Jim and Darlene in this way for their special donation to help our Sr. High 

attend the National Youth Gathering last June and to show their love and support to Jim, Lisa and Lexi in this 

difficult time.   

-------------------------------- 

 

Jim & I thank you for all the calls, cards and especially all the prayers for us. Also, a special thank you to Pastor 

Mark for going to Tucson to see Jim. We have put our individual situations in God’s hands. 

God Bless, 

Jane Behsman 

 

 

USHERS NEEDED 

 

We are currently very much in need of more ushers, especially for 8 am Sunday worship.  It is an important role 

to help us be ready to better worship and fellowship together on Sundays.  Training will be provided.  Teenagers 

through adults are welcomed. Please contact Anna Bratlien, Usher Coordinator, 520-249-1460, 

annabratlien1964@gmail.com, if interested or for questions. 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the March Messenger are due into the church office 

No Later than MARCH 20. (No exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. 

For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 


