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Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

STANDING ON THE PROMISES OF GOD:  

CONTINUING IN THE COVENANT OF OUR BAPTISM 

 

During Lent, our midweek worship services focused on the theme of living out the promises we made when 

we affirmed our baptismal covenant. Our sermon reflection each week entailed writing down on stickie 

notes an example or two of how we live out or want to live out that week’s particular promise. Then, the 

notes were stuck on a poster and displayed through the Lent/Holy Week season. There were so many 

wonderful testimonies as to how God moves through our people that we felt it would be a blessing to share 

some of them in this month’s newsletter. (The full version of 200 notes is available in the church office.)  

Thank you to all who contributed these examples of God’s faithfulness in our community!   

Week 1: “To live among God’s faithful people”  

• Being part of our wonderful faith community has given me the strength to accept all people in my 

heart. 

• Take a step to call, write a note or visit when the Spirit speaks to me. Even out of my comfort 

zone. Embrace my family. 

• I sense God’s presence in the gathering of our circle ladies as we share our experiences and our 

lessons. 

• God’s faithful people at SELC are my family in this place. God’s presence with this family have 

borne me up through many difficult times. 

• That members and friends have so much trust in others they can sincerely share vulnerability and 

weakness. 

• God’s grace and love have been poured out through so many in my life through the church. Now I 

pray our young people will experience it and thus hunger for it and come to church. 

• Other people treat me with respect here. (written by a child) 

• I love going to church (written by a child) 

Week 2: “To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper” 

• I also walk on my life journey with Jesus and then come to Holy Communion and see and feel and 

taste him. Reading and hearing the scripture is also a means of grace where we see him. 

• The word of God has helped me make the best of a dark time.  

• Helps me have empathy with others. I’m not so critical. 

• Communion renews my heart and spirit to share God’s grace with all. I’m thankful for God’s love 

and forgiveness. 

• Wednesday morning Bible study always gives me new insights and ways of seeing scripture and 

taking God’s word to others. Love all the different sharings of folks and Pr. Mark’s teaching and 

insight. 

• It puts God in charge and so I can stop worrying or being anxious about getting all things right. 

His grace is sufficient and as dust I can rest. 

• Listening to faith stories from children through adults inspires my own faith. 

• Communion sets the tone for my whole week. It can not be substituted for meeting God at the 

altar.  It is the shot I need to go into the world for the week. 

Week 3: “To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed” 

• Smile. Listen, really listen. Be supportive not judgmental. Give all to God. 

• I often invite people to church. Telling them that I go to the best church. I often tell everyone to  

• have a blessed day. 

• Loving kids who feel un-lovable. Pointing them to God’s unconditional love. 

• Every time God provides an opportunity for me to edify Him in front of others I want to do just  
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that and not be worried about what people think. 

• Be there for those who need me. Listen for God’s directions, nudges and winks. Try to be a good 

example for my children. 

• God’s love and spirit is proclaimed here at SELC through countless ways in which others help one 

another here or in the community. 

• As a Parish Nurse I was privileged to support members in times of stress and illness. I did hospital 

visits and even nurses on the floors knew I represented the church and was even called to pray 

with members. 

• I have been able to share God’s love and concern with a friend who sometimes has doubts about 

being alone in this world in his life. 

• I especially see it when the elders come to GIFT and share with the children. 

• At my job I was asked to do a job totally out of my comfort zone. At first I said no – but I prayed 

about it and decided to give it a try. It has been twelve years and it is the most fulfilling part of my 

job. It is helping homeless students. 

Week 4: “To serve all people, following the example of Jesus” 

• I try to show love even to those who have hurt me. 

• Tutoring students. Teaching Sunday school. Visiting shut-ins. Being a friend. 

• I have always felt “Baptized into action” and love to visit and help our shut-ins. I love to volunteer 

at the hospital meeting and helping many strangers. 

• Through giving monthly to a Foundation that feeds the neediest mostly children on a daily basis. 

• Trying to make an active effort to recycle and not use plastic. (save the ocean). 

• Serve all people – the homeless gift bags of snacks, praying it lifts their spirits and provides some 

feeling of love, that others care about them. 

• I help prepare lunches for the needy. Donate to local causes. I could contact or keep in 

touch/reconnect with relatives and friends by putting a card in the mail to them. … Extend a hand 

or kind word to friends and strangers alike. 

• Visiting shut-ins and having coffee with new visitors. 

• When I get breakfast on Sunday morning I also get breakfast for homeless on the corner. 

• Accompanying people to court and praying for them as they seek mercy and justice. 

• The people of Puerto Rico are still suffering from the hurricane last September. They are in need 

of drinkable water, mosquito nets and repellant. SELC helped them receive these supplies and also 

sent money to help them. We have never met any of these people. 

Week 5: “To strive for justice and peace in all the earth.” 

• I want pain to diminish enough to persevere in sharing God’s word (The Gospel). In spite of the 

pain I will serve the Lord in all the Earth! 

• I am enjoying being in this Earth and using the grass and flowers to enhance our place of living. 

• VICAP. Helping friends and neighbors. Involved in community efforts. Picking up trash as we 

walk dogs. Caring for animals. 

• I am going to the youth march on Saturday. No one should be afraid to go to school. 

• I sit with, pray with and support those who are in pain, are suffering or are feeling hopeless. 

• Prayer. Provide financial help to those charities that reach out to those with great sufferings. (LSS 

for example) refugees. 

• Working towards marriage equality and gender identity equity. 

• I started a program to hand out food to kids for the weekend (low income families). 

• I work with children to help them understand their value and worth in the world. 

• Lord, I pray for no more shooting, so we can love this wonderful world we live in. (written by a 

child) 

• Trying to see the Christ in everyone but speaking out for fairness even when our voices shake. 
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INTERN NEWS 

 

Hello and May blessings to you all! 

 

My internship project is picking up speed and it is looking like it will be quite epic – particularly 

because, it will be called: “EPIC” an acronym standing for “Ecumenical Pilgrimages in 

Intergenerational Community.” As the name suggests to some extent, EPIC will be a one day long 

ecumenical (many different churches of different denominations coming together), intergenerational, 

Bible Study retreat!  

 

The date we are currently looking at is Saturday, July 21, 2018. It’ll start at 9am and go till about 6pm 

when a fun party (that may or may not involve water… 😉) will begin. So really, plan to be there till 

about 6:15pm or so. Sierra Vista United Methodist Church has offered us their campus on that date so we 

are finalizing paperwork and things to make that official.  

 

EPIC is definitely something that any and all of you can be involved in. I have heard people say “we don’t 

have any kids at this church,” “the Church is dying,” or “what’s up with these kids these days?? They’re 

not like kids used to be.” I have many thoughts and many ideas on why we, as an older church, are prone 

to say things like this; however, I would argue that these statements simply aren’t true. If you don’t 

believe me, come talk to me! Or, another option is to sign up to be a mentor at EPIC, see for yourself, and 

prepare to have your socks blown off.   

 

Our kids and teenagers today, continually surprise me, force me to think in new ways about God and how 

God is working in the lives of others (as well as myself), and they have amazing insights into how the 

love of God works to support and love us. They are simply amazing and it’s a blessing to have them here 

at SELC.  

 

All of this is to say: please be prepared for me to ask you to be a mentor! Or volunteer yourself! Mentors 

don’t need to know everything or even anything! Mentors will not have to lecture. You just need to be 

able to listen, have a conversation, and be willing to engage in questions you might not know the answer 

to. But also… you do know things. Maybe you don’t know a whole lot about the Bible but I’ll bet my 

bottom dollar that you know a whole lot about the world and life! And that’s valuable knowledge that can 

(and should!) be shared at EPIC!  

 

Personally, I would love to have you join us at EPIC – whether you were a teacher, a garbage truck driver, 

a captain in the Army, or a nurse. Whoever you are, you have epic gifts that would be amazing blessings 

to us all at EPIC. Plus, you’ll get to meet new people in the community, get to know some awesome 

youth, and dig deeper into God’s Word. …What could be better?? 

 

I am praying for you and thanking God everyday that I get to work alongside you in this amazing town 

and this amazing community of Christ. Blessings to you in your ministry and mission and may you feel 

God’s love and support in this next month. 

 

Grace and peace to you all,   

Intern Pastor Erika Tobin 
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The 60th Anniversary Celebration Task Force 

welcomes and encourages everyone to contribute your SELC stories. Questions, such as: “How long have 

you attended SELC?  What brought you to SELC?  Why have you continued?” maybe helpful as you 

write your brief story.  Please call or text Jane at 520-249-4057 or email at jstrain801@gmail.com with 

your stories.  Thanks to all! 

 

Life Through the Years at SELC:  

 
 

 

Joanne March’s Story  

 

     Duane and I moved from Rapid City, SD to Huachuca City, AZ in 

November 1982.  We moved into my mother-in-law’s home several 

months after her passing.  We actually brought our letter of transfer from 

Atonement Lutheran Church to SELC with us (that was a first!!).  We 

had been in Huachuca City earlier in the year and had attended worship 

services at SELC. 

     I was immediately invited to attend two different women’s circles.  

Since I knew I had to find a job, I decided to join Dorcas Circle which 

was the only evening circle – I am still a member of Dorcas.  This was the 

beginning of my active involvement at SELC. 

     My parents set an excellent example of involvement in church life and 

it was a natural for me to do the same. Over the years I have served on the 

executive board of Women of SELC as well as the church council several  

times.  I have served on various committees & most of the music ministries.  I currently serve as chair of 

the stewardship team.  The opportunities we have at SELC to serve our Lord are so varied and wonderful. 

     One of my highlights has been to know and work with all the interns.  The SELC intern program started 

two months before we arrived.  This has been a very positive program for SELC.  Erika is number 36!! 

     Following my husband’s passing in June 1985, I made the decision to remain in AZ.  I haven’t regretted 

that decision.  I have made some deep and lasting friendships here.  SELC is my “family” and that is why I 

continue serving my Lord in this place. 

 
 

 

Dave and Beth Dechant Story 

 

     Beth and I have been Lutherans all our lives.  We moved into the Huachuca City area in June 1973 

from Flagstaff.  I returned to Northern Arizona University to finish my masters program returning a few 

weeks later in August.  In that short time, Beth was already attending SELC. I thought we might church 

shop a bit but that never happened.  Couples like the Wralstads, Larsens, Leiningers, Reiners and others 

made us feel really welcome.  Feeling a part of a bigger body which is Christ centered is such a comfort.  

     We were taken into SELC with the Herb Tanks in late summer – early fall 1973.  Beth was already a 

member in the choir!   

 

SIERRA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
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I grew up near New Lebanon, Ohio where everyone in our church, St. Peter’s Lutheran, was very much 

alike.  Most were farmers and also worked in the factories in Dayton.  Quite a few in the church were 

related to our family.  My great grandfather and his family started the church in the 1870’s.  The church 

was very homogeneous in most aspects.  SELC on the other hand is a heterogeneous mixture of 

everything.  People in SELC are from all parts of the country, every type of job possible, etc. which is 

very refreshing.  We have a lot of committees and ideas due to – “In our church here we came from, we 

did such and such.”  Many new fellowships and ideas started as a result.  I know that if we need 

something the need will be met.   

 
 

 

Janet Pressler’s Story 

 

     I have been a member of SELC for 12 years. I initially came because 

I had several friends who were members. Throughout my life, my 

church attendance was sporadic at best, skipping from one 

denomination to another. I was searching for a faith community, but 

nothing rang true and my interest would eventually wane.  

     When I first came to SELC, I felt welcomed, accepted, and valued, 

by our pastor, our interns, and the amazing loving people of SELC. It 

was a completely new experience of church for me. 

     But doubts crept back and I stopped attending.  After several months, 

I realized how much I missed the people of SELC, and the blessings of a 

shared liturgy.  So I decided to try once more.  

     Rich Mount greeted me at the door, and said, “Hi, Janet.”  I didn’t 

know his name, but through that simple act of kindness, I knew I had 

finally found a church family.  

     I became involved in church ministries. In 2011, SELC was exploring community outreach programs. 

Lisa Adeli suggested a tutoring program for the students at Bella Vista Elementary School. Gail Hamp 

headed up the effort with Donna Boe, Joan Blockhous-Morgan, Sheila Schultz, and myself.  After careful 

planning we started Helping Hearts Tutoring in January 2012.  

     Helping Hearts has grown to become a successful and worthwhile ministry for everyone - the students 

and their families, the tutors, and the Bella Vista school community. There is a core group of 16 

committed volunteers from SELC, and we serve approximately 18-22 children. Tutors work one on one 

with a student helping them with academics, but more importantly being a caring adult in their lives. 

Strong relationships have developed between the tutors and the students.  It is not unusual for a tutor to 

work with the same child for several years. One child stayed with us from 1st through 6th grade. He 

struggled academically, and had a chaotic home life, but we provided a safe and secure place. Rich 

Radwick developed a deep relationship with a family of two children whose mother passed away. He 

continued helping the boys throughout middle school. They are now in high school and doing very well. 

This year their 1st grade cousins are attending. We have a family of three children enrolled. Every year 

more than half of the children return. That says a lot about the success and quality of our program. 

     The children are a blessing in our lives as well. We are blessed by their presence, and their youth. We 

will never truly know the difference we make in their lives, but we touch the future, we teach, and we are 

there.    

     SELC responded to a need in the community, and with God’s grace we are able to serve the children 

who come to us. Helping Hearts reflects love in action, and lives are transformed by the Holy Spirit.  
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Pete and Dee Pederson’s Story 

 

     Pete begins, “We came to Sierra Vista in 1967.  I worked on Ft. Huachuca as a budget analyst.  At first 

we looked at houses in Tucson but decided the drive was not what I wanted to do.”  Dee agrees with a 

bright smile and nod.  

     The couple had warmly welcomed me into their cozy home filled with a life time of memories and 

church.  The conversation was lively and kept me writing for almost two hours.  

     Pete and Dee’s devotion to SELC is evident in all their stories.  Beginning in 1967, he served in all 

positions on the Church Council except Secretary.  He was a Deacon several times, President of the 

Church Council several times, Finance Secretary many times and sang in the choir.  

     Dee sang in the choir, was a member of Martha Circle, and a greeter to all who walked in the SELC 

door.  She is quick to smile and will always reach out a friendly hand.  

Pete shares the story of Pastor Karlstad who in 1978 started the project of changing the direction of the 

sanctuary.  The construction lasted three years. During this time congregation members were parking on 

the streets creating unsafe conditions.  When it became apparent that the cost of the pews was beyond the 

budget, Pete was asked by Phil Wralstad to lead the fundraising effort to purchase new pews. Pete shared 

that a large paper board on an easel was made by Kristie Koppel. Pete showed members exactly what 

pews had been funded.  Dee added that Pete worked very hard and the pews were bought and installed.   

     “The church is home,” Pete finishes. “There was always lots of activities and a pot-luck dinner every 

Friday night in the Fellowship Hall.  Everyone helped, and everyone was loved.”  

     Pete also served in The Gideons International for thirty-five years.  He makes this comment in a soft, 

unpretentious manner; almost as an afterthought to the SELC stories.   

I asked the couple, “Why did y’all continue your worship at SELC? There were – later in the years – other 

churches you could have attended.”   Instantly, they looked shocked at the question; even the thought of 

such a move seemed to strike them as a foreign idea.  Pete quickly said, “SELC people are workers who 

help each other. There is a good atmosphere in our church; no reason to change.”  Dee adds, “Our church 

takes care of Seniors like no one else. To me, the most magnificent thing about our church is the Intern 

program.” Tears swell in her eyes and she is quiet.  

     This year, Pete and Dee attended the Palm Sunday Cantata and loved every minute.   

Due to life situation changes, members of our church visit Pete and Dee to help with house chores, yard 

work, transportation to appointments, and grocery shopping.  They speak of these SELC members like 

family members because they are.   

 
 

 

Doug & Gail Hamp’s Story 

 

We have Barb Williams to thank for bringing us to this loving, giving, supportive, faith family.  Barb & 

Doug taught at Buena High School together – she taught social studies and he taught English.  They 

shared the same lunch period and soon discovered they shared much more, the same sense of humor and 

life philosophy.  So it transpired that Barb invited us to attend an Advent Evening Service at SELC in the 

early fall 2002.  There we experienced what we call a “God Wink” – the Holden Evening Service. That 

evening grabbed us, filling our hearts and souls in a way we knew was God’s love working through this 

faith community.  Thus, after searching for a church home for many years, we had found one at SELC. 

We’ve been here ever since. 
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FROM THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION TASK FORCE 

 

60th Anniversary Celebration Banner 

We are celebrating the 60th Anniversary of this church and the com-

mittee is piecing together a banner made of fabric from each household 

that worships together in this wonderful church. The family fabrics will 

be sewn together to form the background, just as God has placed us 

together to glorify HIS name. If you wish please include your name and 

a story about your fabric, if there is one. There is a box in the Narthex 

for your donations. Contact person is Linda Radwick - 439-5019 

 

60th Anniversary History Challenge 

As you have heard, our church will be celebrating its 60thanniversary  

the weekend of October 20-21. In anticipation of this special time, the 

planning committee is launching a fun and friendly “60th Anniversary  

   History Challenge.” Each month, beginning in May, and leading up to 

the October celebration, you will find a question pertaining to our church’s history in the Messenger and 

weekly bulletin. Responses can be emailed to selc60th@gmail.com with the subject line containing that 

month’s history question. Responses will be tallied with the names of those individual’s sub-mitting the 

most correct answers entered into a drawing to be held at the celebration.  The lucky winner will receive 

a great prize to be announced at the drawing. Everyone is encouraged to join in the fun!! 

 

 

THE MAY 60TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORY CHALLENGE QUESTION IS: 

 

   Can you name the first 4 pastors of Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church?    

 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL NEWS 

 

The council met on Thursday, April 19, 2018.  Pastor is working on a date to bring together those who are 

interested in participating in our Mission Priority Task Force.  The overall purpose is to assess where 

OUR church is heading in the next 3-5 years, much like we did in 2010. 

 

The Easter Breakfast served by the Congregation Council was a success.  We served over 100 people. 

 

The council disapproved the request for non-member stand-alone wedding receptions in the Fellowship 

Hall (FH).  The use of the Fellowship Hall for any wedding reception must be associated with a wedding 

of SELC. 

 

The council approved the following: 

-the use of the church campus (classrooms and FH) as one of the rally points for Bella Vista elementary 

students and staff in emergency situations.  The memorandum of agreement is being developed by the 

school district. 

-the use of the Fellowship Hall for a baby shower for a friend of a member of SELC with the suggested 

donation of $50-$75 to cover utilities and custodial fees. 

 

Respectfully, 

Larry Rewis 

SELC Congregation Council President 
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PASTOR’S SABBATICAL 

 

As has been lifted up in annual reports and meetings, is set out in our SELC Policy Manual, and approved 

by the Church Council a Pastor’s Sabbatical is planned for Pastor Perry this summer, from June 18th to 

August 24th.  Intern Pastor Tobin has graciously agreed to take on Pastor’s duties during this time.  The 

Contextual Education office of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary approved this arrangement and 

Intern Pastor Erika will also have available another experienced pastor, Father Greg Adolf, with whom 

she can consult if necessary.  This sabbatical is for renewal, refreshment and continuing education.  

Director of Faith Formation, Linda Perry, will be working in her role during that time except when their 

family does some traveling in August.  Pastor Perry is very grateful for this opportunity, as this will be the 

first sabbatical he’s had in his career. For any questions, please contact Council President, Larry Rewis. 

 

 

SPRING FLING TALENT SHOW FUNDRAISER 

MAY 6, 2018 - 6:30 PM - SELC SANCTUARY 

LUTHERANS GOT TALENT ONCE AGAIN!  

 

Come see our shining stars dazzle you with their talent as we seek to raise final funds for the National 

Youth Gathering and camp scholarships through a freewill donation.  Talent of all ages from SELC, Our 

Chancel Choir, Gloryland, The Lemon Sisters, including Debi Godwin, and a magnificent organ piece by 

Billie Hayes are all part of a great and fun line up! All are invited to the Fellowship Hall for coffee and to 

enjoy delicious cake made by Lisa Sherry! 

 

We also invite everyone who would like, to sign up to share their musical or dramatic talents, and visual 

talents of artwork or special hobbies and interests which will be on display in the Fellowship Hall 

following the show!  Deadline to sign up for your talent is May 2nd! 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

You Are Invited to Our Hollywood Pre-K Promotion 

Friday, May 11, 2018 at 3:00 p.m. - SELC Fellowship Hall 

Please come help support and celebrate these young scholars and their family 

as they head off on new adventures in their academic life. 

 

Attention Yard Sale/Flea Market Shoppers 

Would you please look for a garden hoe and a few soaker hoses for the Shepherd's Fold Little Sprouts 

Garden?  We're also needing 5 lengths of 3/4" pvc piping.  You can be reimbursed for your purchases 

when you find them!  If you have any questions, please call Sandy at 378-6719.  Thank you from all our 

Little Sprouts.  

 

 

HELPING HEARTS TUTORING 

 

“Helping Hearts” has completed another successful year of tutoring students.  We would like to thank all 

tutors as well as non-tutors who helped make this program special.  Our students learned kindness and 

goodness from those who so generously supported our program this year.  We are looking forward to 

repeating and success next school year! 
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FAITH FORMATION FOCUS FOR ALL! 

News & Updates from Linda Perry – Dir. of Faith Formation 

 

Youth, Young Adult, Family & Cross Generational Ministry Moments 

Upcoming Events & Ministries  

 

Sr. High L.I.F.T - Leaping In Faith Together -12:30 pm & Confirmation -2:30 pm every Thursday.  

Meet in the Youth Rooms.  Join us for an inspiring time together learning about our Lutheran roots and 

faith, diving into the Word of God and sharing our highs and lows.  

 

May 4 – 6 pm to May 5 – 2:00 pm.  SALCA Camp Staff Training -Christ Lutheran, Vail.  All staff are 

required to attend. 

May 6 – Lutherans Got Talent Spring Fling – 6:30 p.m. – Sanctuary.  See details in special 

announcement in this Messenger! 

May 8 – Faith Formation Team Meeting – 5:00 p.m. – Rm. 3 – Join us each month as we plan for and 

support the ministries focused on children, youth and cross generational events. 

May 15 - SALCA Camp Registrations & Deposit Due!  Letters of information and applications have all 

been mailed out.  Scholarships are available upon request and must be applied for via the Scholarship 

Request Form included in the mailed packet.  For questions or more information contact Linda Perry.    

SALCA Camp Dates:  May 28 – June 1! 

May 20 – Pentecost Sunday!  Affirmation of Baptism of our Youth – 10:45 a.m. service and New 

Members received at both services!  Cake reception on the patio between services! 

May 20- G.I.F.T. (Generations In Faith Together) – 9:30 a.m. – Fellowship Hall.  Come and celebrate 

the power and joy of Pentecost in this special cross generational time together! 

Looking Ahead!   (Because there’s always more coming! 😊) 

June 3 – Faith Stepping Stones Graduation Quilt Sunday!  Come and celebrate with our Seniors in 

this beautiful Stepping Stone faith moment.  We will celebrate with Alexis Lopez and Sevanah Urias. 

June 10 –12:15 p.m. -  Kick-off for New Meeting Date & Time for Faith Formation Team & Youth 

Ministry Team!  We are going to try having both ministry teams meet at the same time on the second 

Sunday of each month or every other month right after the 10:45 a.m. service.  A very light lunch will be 

provided.  We are especially in need of new members for our Youth Ministry Team.  If you are interested 

in helping in this area or the Faith Formation Team, please contact Linda Perry or Cindy Wiste.   

June 17 – Celebrating Father’s Day between services on the patio with light refreshments. 

June 22 – 1 Day Sr. High Retreat – 5:00 pm – 12:00 a.m., at Streams in the Desert, Tucson.    

June 27 – July 1 – National Youth Gathering, Houston, TX  

 

 

SAVE THE DATE - JULY 9 – 13! 

 

Immanuel Lutheran & Sierra Lutheran Team Up for VBS! 

 

We are excited to announce that Immanuel Lutheran Church has asked to partner with us again in the joy 

of sharing VBS at their church! More details will be coming, but we wanted to get the word out so you 

can mark your calendars if you are interested in helping in any way and also to share with those you know 

who have children who might like to attend. 
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WOMEN OF SELC NEWS 

 

"Christ died for all so that those who live would not continue to live for themselves. 

He died for them and was raised from the dead so that they would live for him." 

2 Corinthians 5:15 (NCV) 

 

 Total of items for the LWR In-gathering in Phoenix: Personal Care Kits - 25; Quilts - 23. 

 

 The SWELC Board is looking for volunteers to start a Nominating Committee! We will have the 

positions of Co-Convener, Treasurer and Recorder vacant at the end of this year. Anyone interes-

ted in becoming a Committee member and/or fill any of the above vacancies please contact Lisa 

Sherry at (520) 255-6559 or lisa.sherry0917@gmail.com. 

 

 Below is the list of the remaining "Gather" Bible study topics: 

o May: Intergenerational devotional – Hospitality for all, by Julie A. Kanarr 

o Summer 2018: Prayer by Anna Madsen 

o June: Session one – The paradoxes of prayer (1 Samuel 12:16-23) 

o July/August: Session two – The practices of prayer (Psalm 19:14) 

o Session three – The products of prayer (Romans 8:26-28) 

o Fall 2018: Repentance by Meghan Johnston Aelabouni 

o September: Session one – Time after time: Turning to God 

o October: Session two – If I could turn back time: Turning to others 

o November: Session three – Turning points: Turning as the church to the world 

 

 Upcoming Dates to note: 

o July 14th - Clean up Kitchen/Fellowship Hall 

o Keep in mind that the Rummage Sale dates are September 14-15 this year! 

o Our board next meeting will be by email as needed for May. 

 

 

EVANGELISM TEAM 

 

Welcoming Visitors 

 

Before Sunday Services begin, Pastor Mark greets us and invites visitors to stand and introduce 

themselves.  Light applause may greet the visitor in return. One of the ushers will come down the aisle 

and present the visitor with a gift. The gift is a handmade potholder, knitted or crocheted by an SELC 

member. Attached to the potholder is a small wooden cross. That cross, also handmade, comes from Israel 

and was made by Palestinian Christian craftsmen. They take limbs off olive trees, let them age for a 

couple of years, then cut them into blocks that yield four crosses. The crosses are sanded, varnished and 

drilled with holes so they may be worn. The visitor potholder ministry was started at SELC by Shady 

Chapman (since deceased) and continues today under Hanna Cannon’s direction. 

 

Many ELCA churches in America distribute these crosses to people in prisons. Some crosses have been 

sent to mission churches around the world. One Pastor gave them to his parishioners on Ash Wednesday 

to be carried in their pockets as a reminder of the season. Take a closer look next Sunday when you see an 

usher presenting a visitor with their potholder or ask an usher to show you one. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

Just as you rely upon receiving income on a regular basis, SELC relies on your regular contributions.  

SELC appreciates the efforts of congregation members to make consistent donations throughout the year.  

If you have plans to travel this summer, electronic giving gives you a convenient way to keep up with 

your intended offerings.  You may go to www.selcaz.org at any time to set up an automatic donation plan, 

change your donation plan, make a one-time donation or view your online donation history. 

 

There are several options for you to choose from:   

➢ Direct Debit Giving is used to automatically transfer funds from your checking or savings account 

to the church’s bank account; 

➢ Credit & Debit Card Giving allows you to make offerings automatically on a pre-determined 

schedule using a credit or debit card. 

 

If you aren’t comfortable using the computer or have any questions, please contact one of the following 

team members for assistance:  Sandy Stephenson (378-4678) or Leslie McCourt (249-2351) 

 

The Stewardship Team 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 

     VICaP – Volunteer Interfaith Caregiver Program is a non-profit organization that strives to assist our 

senior and disabled Neighbors throughout Cochise County primarily by providing transportation to 

medically related appointments and grocery shopping.  We also provide respite sitting, friendly calling 

and visiting, handyman support, and emergency dialers.  And we need more volunteers! 

    Volunteers need to be 21, have a vehicle in good working order with insurance, and a reliable contact 

phone number.  We leave it up to the volunteer as to how much time they can commit.  Some drive three 

times a week, and some, just once a month.  We also leave it up to the volunteers as to what they are 

willing to do.  Some only drive locally, some drive to Tucson, some pick up neighbors in Douglas and 

Wilcox to bring them to our hospital.  We appreciate whatever our volunteers are willing and able to do.  

We provide training for all volunteers on our processes and procedures and mileage reimbursement is 

available. 

     Please prayerfully consider if you have the time to help us provide these needed services to members 

of our community.  For further information, please call Debi Godwin, Executive Director, at 520-459-

8146 or e-mail: vicapsv13@gmail.com. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS PASTOR KRISTI KOPPEL 

 

Pastor Kristi Koppel will be installed at St Paul Lutheran Church in Albuquerque, NM on Sunday, May 

20th at 10:00 a.m.  Well wishes may be sent to the church at P.O. Box 25001, Albuquerque, NM 87125. 

 

 

NEW CONTACT INFORMATION FOR HELEN YOUNG 

Hilltop House  -  1005 Terrace St. #208, Seattle, WA 98104 
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THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU 

 

Volunteer Interfaith Caregiver Program – VICaP 

I just wanted to share that thanks.  In large measure to the support from Sierra Lutheran, VICaP raised 

$1551 at the dinner on March 6th! THANK YOU! 

 

Debi 

Deborah Godwin 

Executive Director -Volunteer Interfaith Caregiver Program – VICaP 

______________________________ 

 

Potter’s Hands 

 

Dear Friends, 

We wanted to share something special with you this month! One of the Hot Meal guests contacted us and 

asked if there was some way that he and other Hot Meal guests could share with volunteers how much 

they are appreciated! We've complied some notes written to you from our Hot Meal guests. We hear all 

the time from guests how much they appreciate all you do and wanted to share them with you! 

In April we had 57 guests (including two families with children) and 18 volunteers this month!  Next 

month's Hot Meal is May 20th! 

 

“Peace, joy, good health and God's love to you! You certainly show us that!” 

 

“God bless you! You have given of your time, food and your money with no expectation of 

compensation!” 

 

“God's blessings and our thanks to all of you for feeding me and all the others.” Rita Marie (The  

Hat lady) 

 

“May God bless you all for everything you do out of love for Christ.” from Tammy 

 

“We thank you very much for all the effort y'all put in and the dishes are so good!!!! The food is 

GREAT!!! Thank you!” From Tim and Melody 

 

“I've given a lot of thought why I am here. I love the people on both sides of the food tables. I met 

both sets of people (those who serve and those who are served) during the year I spent homeless. My 

heart and spirit grew through my experiences of having to live day to day. The Lord's prayers took 

on special meaning for me during those days. Now I'm a rich man who lives in a mansion (on social 

security in a one bedroom apartment). So I'm here partly to have a full blown meal with my friends 

and to commune with them. I want you to know that I really, really, really appreciate all the people 

who show up to serve us! From Sam “Ghost” Klein  (Sam was the man who called us and helped us find 

a way of letting volunteers know how very much they are appreciated!!!! Like many of you Sam has a 

servant's heart as he helps others in his apartment complex in many ways and provides rides for some of 

those he came to know from his time on the desert.) 

 

In Christ Jesus! Bob and Sue Potts 

Potter’s Hands Meal Ministry 

 

_____________________________ 
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Greetings from Puerto Rico! 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

     We want to thank you ALL again for your prayers, generosity, and compassion for Grace Lutheran and 

the people of Puerto Rico in the aftermath of hurricane Maria. 

 

     We have been able to repair damage caused by Maria.  Even more important we have been able to 

share God’s love as you have shared with us.  Members have been making trips to remote areas of the 

mountains to distribute water filtration kits, mosquito nets, solar lights, and many other relief items. 

 

     “Its all about the bread!”… on our very first journey to the mountains January 4, 2018 we asked folks 

what their needs were, and one family responded, “It’s not something we need, but we miss fresh bread 

from the panaderia.”  Now on every trip, we bring 30-50 loaves of warm ‘pan de agua’ a soft on the inside 

crispy on the outside delicious bread found here in PR.  This to us speaks of how the big and little things 

work to help our island rebuild physically and spiritually.  God Bless you! 

 

     Blessings, 

     Grace Lutheran Church 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Please send article submissions for the June Messenger to admin@selcaz.org.  Articles are due into the 

church office No Later than Wednesday, May 23.  For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or 

email: admin@selcaz.org 
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MAY 2018 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

6:30 pm Inquirers’ 

Series 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

2 
9 am Bible Study 

11 am Pat Terry 

Memoria /Reception 

1 pm Fellowship 

Team Meeting 

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir Practice 

3 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

9 am Stitch In Time 

Quilters 

9 am Worship and 

Music Meeting 

12:30 pm Senior High 

Leaping in Faith 

Together (LIFT) 

2:30 pm Confirmation 

4 pm Bell Choir Rehsl 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

4 
1 pm Senior 

Games 

6 pm SALCA 

Camp Training 

(Vail) 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square-Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

5 
8 am Men's Prayer 

Breakfast 

9-3 pm SALCA 

Camp Training 

(Vail) 

 

6 
8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

In-Home 

Communion 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

3:30 Prestige 

Assisted Living 

Service 

6:30 pm Spring 

Fling Talent Show 

Fundraiser 

7 

11 am Optional 

Choir Rehearsals  

530 pm 

Evangelism 

Team Meeting 

8 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

1 pm Dorcas 

Circle 

5 pm Faith 

Formation Meeting 

6:30 pm Inquirers’ 

Series 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

9 

9 am Bible Study 

11 am Shepherd's 

Fold Board Meeting  

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir Practice 

10 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

12:30 pm Senior High 

Leaping in Faith 

Together (LIFT) 

2:30 pm Confirmation 

4 pm Bell Choir Rehsl 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

11 

3 pm Shepherd's 

Fold PreK-

Graduation 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square-Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

12 

13 
8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

In-Home 

Communion 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

12:15 pm Faith 

Form. & Youth 

Team Meeting 

14 
11 am 

Stewardship 

Team Meeting 

11 am Optional 

Choir Rehearsals  

15 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

9:30 am Martha 

Circle 

10 am 60th Anniv. 

Team Meeting 

4 pm Good 

Neighbor Alliance 

Meal Prep 

6:30 pm Inquirers’ 

Series 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

16 
9 am Bible Study 

1 pm Priscilla Circle 

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir Practice 

17 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

9 am Stitch In Time 

Quilters 

12:30 pm Senior High 

Leaping in Faith 

Together (LIFT) 

2:30 pm Confirmation 

4 pm Bell Choir Rehsl 

6:30 pm SELC Council 

Meeting 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

18 

6 pm Wine, 

Women & the 

Word Book Club 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square-Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

19 

20 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

9:30 am GIFT 

21 
11 am Optional 

Choir Rehearsals  

22 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

23 

Messenger Deadline 

for June 

9 am Bible Study 

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir Practice 

24 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

4 pm Bell Choir Rehsl 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

25 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square-Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

26 

27 
8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

1 PM Youth 

Games Veterans 

Memorial Park 

28  
Memorial Day 

Office Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALCA Camp  

29 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

 

 

 

 

 

SALCA Camp 

30 
9 am Bible Study 

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir Practice 

 

 

 

 

 

SALCA Camp 

31 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

4 pm Bell Choir Rehsl 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

 

 

 

 

SALCA Camp 

6/1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SALCA Camp  

6/2 

 


