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PASTOR PERRY’S LETTER 
When we were in Mesa on June 13th awaiting the beginning of the Synod Assembly, we received a phone call 

that our daughter was hospitalized in Maryland. We had the sinking feeling and dread that some of you have 

experienced and all parents fear when the life of their child- no matter their age- is in danger.   And, as Linda 

and I flew out there, not knowing what we’d find when we arrived, of course we summoned up our courage 

and all the prayers and support from family and faith friends we could.  After a week keeping vigil with her in 

the ICU, we were obviously extremely relieved and grateful that she was able to return home for what we trust 

and looks to be a full recovery.   

Linda and I are very thankful for all the prayers, cards and other expressions of support and love from you, our 

SELC family, as well as so many others in our wider circle of church, family and friends.  What I want to 

particularly emphasize here is how helpful and significant even the “smallest” of actions was for us.   When 

we’re in such a time of uncertainty and stress, expressions of kindness and compassion make a difference 

beyond what may be expected.   

For example, when I called to make the airline reservation and mentioned why I needed them so quickly, the 

representative immediately offered compassionate words of concern and was very helpful and 

accommodating.  The front desk manager and clerks at the hotel we stayed at were so kind and repeatedly 

asked if there was anything more they could do for us.   When we checked out, we found out that they gave us 

a significant discount as a sign of their caring.   The hospital staff, including the overnight CNAs, were very 

sensitive and helpful not just in their medical attention but in their caring words.  Grand Canyon Synod Bishop 

Hutterer contacted me to offer her support and offered prayers on our behalf with the whole gathered Synod 

Assembly.  Council President Larry Rewis and his wife, Kim, along with Intern Pastor Amy, were so 

supportive as we shared our need to leave and in their continued work to make sure ministry here at SELC 

continued on in a good way.  Family and others were very patient in waiting for updates.  An SELC member 

provided us with dinner when we returned.  And there were a number of other small yet significant gestures 

that added up to a lot of love. 

We believe that your prayers did make a difference in our daughter’s healing.  These other not-so-little 

gestures and words of kindness and compassion also made a difference to me personally and to Linda in how 

we moved through this crisis with more peace and strength.   Each time someone said something kind and 

supportive, I felt buoyed up as I was trying to move through the day as best as I could.    

So, I share all this as an encouragement to say a kind and compassionate word whenever you encounter 

someone who seems to be going through a challenging or emotional time.   I know it can be hard sometimes to 

know what to say but just ask God to give you the words you need for that moment.   The Holy Spirit can be 

trusted to help you with that!  And, just know that even saying something like, “that must be tough,” “my heart 

goes out to you,” “I’ll pray for you,” or, “I hope things work out,” can have a positive impact.  You never 

know how far a gentle gesture or word of caring can go!  I certainly have a better understanding of that now.   

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Perry 
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NO ADULT EDUCATION CLASSES IN JULY.  Sunday and Wednesday classes restart in August.  If 

you’re interested in helping to select what we study in the fall, please contact Pastor Perry.  We’d like to 

start an Adult Education task force to help plan for our growth in the Lord together.   

 

 
LINDA PERRY, DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s Ministry Moments 

Be Strong and Courageous!  (Joshua 1:9) was the theme this year of our SALCA (Southern Arizona 

Lutheran Camping Association) that took place from May 27 to 31.  Our daily worship, Bible study and 

evening campfires focused on 5 different Bible stories:  Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego from Daniel 3; 

the story of Hannah from 1 Samuel 1;  the Garden of Gethsemane  from John, Mark and Matthew; the 

story of Abigail from 1 Samuel 25, and the paralyzed man’s friends from Luke 5.  Along with exploring 

these amazing Bible stories of courage and faith together, the kids and youth enjoyed swimming, archery, 

riflery, low ropes team course challenges, faith talks, campfire, music, recreation games, snack canteen 

time, fellowship, the beauty of the Oracle mountain range and delicious meals!  New friendships and 

bonds between campers and staff are always a huge takeaway from this treasured week together! And as 

I’ve said before, there are experiences in Christ and faith that just can’t be duplicated anywhere else but in 

the Bible camp setting!  

 

We give thanks for our 9 campers in attendance - Jade Anthony, Ian & Kylie Burford, Cris & Josh 

Clark, Mariana and Carmelo Martinez, Dakota Gaddy and Andrea Wiecken.  We also were blessed 

to have 4 hard working and inspiring youth leaders – Betty Burford, Kaylei Clark, Lilliana Dicks and 

Katie Russell.  Special thanks to Mike Silvis, for his additional help and leadership with special needs.  

He was an amazing gift to us all!  It was a special joy for me, Pastor Mark and Intern Pastor Amy to share 

in this wonderful camp experience with these children and youth, along with two other pastors and youth 

leaders from Tucson area churches.  There were 60+ total at camp this year and while there are always 

challenges at any camp, it was again a great blessing for all.  We were especially excited this year to have 

many new campers from several churches!  The kids were so energetic and fun, and the youth and staff 

leaders did an excellent job and worked with great love and energy putting in about 15 hour days!   I am 

grateful to all of them for shining God’s love and spirit upon these children and with each other.   
 

Here are some general highlights that campers and youth staff shared in their evaluations: 

“I liked the food and loved meeting new people!”  

“Bonding with my cabin and growing as a person.”  

“Great to meet new people and have new experiences.”   

“I just loved my amazing campers!”  

“I really enjoyed bible study, and even though it was my first year, I still made lots of friends.”   

“Loved the archery and talent show.”  

“I liked the faith talks, music at campfire and spending time with my campers.”  

“Being here for the first time and making new friends.”  

“It’s a special place to grow closer to God and strengthen my faith.” 
 

So again, I give thanks for this powerful week of camp with all the blessings and challenges at times, that 

it can bring, and I am so very grateful for the strong financial support from SELC friends and members 

for our children and youth to be able to attend.  We could not do it without your support and prayers.   

 

Summer Happenings! 

July 1 – 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. -Faith Rocks & Pizza!  – All children and youth – 6 yrs. to 12th Grade 

are invited to join Linda Perry and our host, Anne Nowak, on a field trip to Cochise Rock & Stone 

followed by a pizza lunch at Peter Piper Pizza.  We will select a special “faith” rock to set aside, that we 
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can paint at the start of Faith Formation in the fall.  We will also paint and decorate faith rocks for our 

homebound members at that time as well! Meet in the Fellowship Hall at 10:00 a.m.!  Please let Linda 

Perry know if you will be going so you can secure a ride or if you will need to be picked up.  Call her cell 

or email her at dff@selcaz.org  

July 2 – VBS After Action Meeting & Faith Formation Team – 6:30 p.m. – Music Room – All are 

welcome as we plan for and support our Faith Formation Ministries and Children and Youth.  We 

especially encourage all who were part of the VBS Team to attend this meeting so we may review our 

evaluations and feedback from our recent VBS program.  Contact Linda Perry for more info at 

dff@selcaz.org  

July 28 – 10:00 a.m. – Backpack Sunday!  We encourage all educators and students of all ages to come 

to this special service of celebration and dedication of the blessing of the backpacks!  Students bring your 

backpacks! We will lift up our students, teachers, staff and administrators, and pray for a blessed year of 

learning and growing in education!  We will have one service only.  All invited to a light breakfast 

preceding the service at 8:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall, along with helping to write special notes to 

students and to fill the backpacks that are being given to students in need.  

August 3 – 10:00 a.m. - Tombstone Photo & Lunch With Intern Pastor Amy  – All Jr. & Sr. High 

Youth are invited to attend.  Meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. to carpool over.  Lunch is provided.  Bring 

ice cream money if you wish to get a cone after as a treat!  Lunch will be provided which will be burgers 

or BBQ!  Please let Linda Perry know if you will attend so we can make sure to have enough rides. 

 

 

THE HELPING HEARTS TUTORING PROGRAM 

 

Helping Hearts Tutoring needs new leadership, as Janet Pressler and Janet Bobar will no longer head the 

program. This has been a successful outreach ministry for the past nine years by offering guidance and 

tutoring to neighboring Bella Vista School students (Grades 1-6) in reading and math. If you are 

interested in seeing this Outreach Ministry continue, contact Janet Pressler at 520-255-0507 or 

janet.pressler@gmail.com. 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING GREETERS 

 

Dear Greeters of SELC, 

As Shar Larsen mentioned this past month, I will be coordinating our greeters for our two Sunday 

morning worship services.  I will be calling to continue the scheduling in the near future. 

 

If anyone is interested in joining this ministry, please contact me at 520-439-5936 or the church office.  If 

I am unavailable, please leave a voice message and I will return the call.  You can also reach me by e-mail 

at beavers6@cox.net.    

 

I want to personally thank Shar Larsen for her 13 years of service as our past Greeter Coordinator.  She 

has always dutifully fulfilled the role for SELC.  I will attempt to faithfully continue the role. 

 

Sincerely, 

Diana Galecke 

 

 

mailto:dff@selcaz.org
mailto:dff@selcaz.org
mailto:janet.pressler@gmail.com
mailto:beavers6@cox.net
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MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

 

CALLING ALL MEN:  the next men’s prayer breakfast is on July 6th, 2019 at 7AM.  We always have 

good fellowship, good food and good conversation. 
 

Our menu : 

Scrambled eggs 

Bacon 

Blueberry Pancakes 

O.J. 

Coffee 

plus the fix’ins 
 

We only ask that you send us an e-mail to let us know if you are coming so we can prepare enough for all. 

Please send your e-mails to Glen at longeyesone@gmail.com  
 

Godspeed, 

“the crew” 
 

 

FROM THE ALTAR GUILD: 

 

St Luke, the Evangelist is next framed kneeler that we are showcasing in the Narthex. Luke is the author 

of the third gospel and the book of Acts of the Apostles is by tradition thought to have been Luke, the 

physician. Another ancient tradition identifies Luke as an artist as well: iconography sometimes pictures 

him painting a portrait of Mary, for example. His color is red, signifying martyrdom. His symbol is a 

winged ox, following the scheme from Ezekiel and Revelation. The ox is an animal of sacrifice, and 

Luke’s gospel emphasizes the atoning death of Christ. Themes of the day include the healing 

responsibility of the Christian community and the healing power of the gospel. Christ’s promise to “clothe 

us with power from on high”(Gospel), the sanctifying power of suffering(second lesson), the rewards of 

the life of faith(second lesson), and the joy of witnessing. October 18 marks the day for honoring Luke. 

This beautiful kneeler was framed as a gift from Carolyn Leininger in memory of Rev. Walter and Viola 

Brott and in memory of Robert J. Leininger. 

 

 

 

PARADE OF AMERICAN MUSIC 

 

You do not want to miss the 2nd Annual Parade of American Music Concert which features our own Billie 

Hayes and Wes Moulton on the organ and piano. SELC is hosting this free concert for our community on 

Sunday, July 7th at 3PM in the afternoon in our Sanctuary. We know this concert will be a blessing to all 

who attend. The concert is free but we will be taking a free will offering for VICaP which is a non-profit 

501c3 organization which receives funding from donations, service contracts and grants. They provide 

services to the elderly, disabled and homebound residents in this area to include our many veterans. There 

goal is to help neighbors continue to live independently and maintain their quality of life. Services 

provided are transportation for appointments and shopping, personal business help, visiting, minor home 

maintenance, and respite sitting. VICaP volunteers are caring and generous people who represent many 

local churches, civic and professional organizations. In order for VICaP to continue to provide services 

without a charge, they depend on contributions and support from individuals like us.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:longeyesone@gmail.com
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 

Seven (7) women from SELC traveled to Desert Hills Lutheran in Green Valley this month to hear the 

Rev. Kay Ward, a bishop in the Moravian Church, speak on the story of Esther, this bold biblical woman, 

and we learned how God is calling us to find and use our voices “for such a time as this”.  

 

Dorcas studied session one: Esther the queen- Voices in the king’s court. When Esther becomes the queen 

of Persia, her faith is tested. In this session, we thought about how our culture may challenge our faith. 

We invite all women, and men too, to come on Saturday, August 17th at 9AM in the cool Fellowship 

Hall for session two: Esther saves the Jews-finding our voices and session three: Remembering Esther - 

using our voices. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Our church is hosting the next Sunrise/Santa Cruz Spring Gathering in March 2020 and we need to do 

some much-needed planning.  If you are willing to help, or have questions, please call Linda Radwick at 

439-5019. 

 

 

THANK YOU 

 

I want to say a HUGE thank you again to all the volunteers who put in hours and hours of labor and love 

to pull off another super successful rummage sale!! And also a thank you to those who donated items and 

the cooks who made lunch both days. We have yet again beaten the previous year by pulling in over 

$7000.00!! I absolutely love being a part of our church family, who always come together and work hard 

to benefit our community!! Bravo SELC, bravo!! 

Erin Stephenson 

 

 

THANK YOU TO THE PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

 

“On behalf of Operation Gratitude and the heroes who receive our care packages, I thank you for your 

continuing support and generous donation of 8 shawls and your dedication to our mission.”  To read the 

entire letter from Operation Gratitude, see the bulletin board in the Narthex. 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD NEWS 

 

Shepherd’s Fold will be participating in the Back To School fair, July 13th from 10-12, at the Mall at 

Sierra Vista.  We will be doing face painting; if we have any talented artists who would like to help, 

please call the Shepherd’s Fold office at 459-0115. 

 

On July 20th from 10 am -2pm, Shepherd’s Fold will be having an open house.  Usborne Books will be 

conducting a book fair in the Fellowship Hall.  All ages are invited. 

 

 

22 A MONTH TO END 22 A DAY 

 

VA statistics tell us that on average 22 veterans commit suicide every day in the USA. The crises that lead 

to suicide are often preventable, but the solutions are found in community relationships-not necessarily 

another government program. It takes people getting involved with their neighbors and taking 

responsibility for community well-being. The Veteran Synergy Center at 1838 Paseo San Luis, Sierra 



6 

Vista has been open for over a year and houses over 40+ service organizations providing FREE services 

to Veterans and their families. They are there to get involved with the service organizations to enable the 

Veterans and their families to come together to participate in any service that they may need. 

The Center wants you to know that they have a started a new program and they have a website for 

information (22toend22.com). They are a 501c3 organization so your gift is tax deductible. 100% of your 

gift of $22.00 a month goes directly toward ending the suicide problem in Cochise County. The website 

allows you to donate directly and to view ALL the present 40+ service organizations in operation NOW.  

You are invited to visit the Center anytime. Please consider this much needed program and help our 

Veterans in Cochise County. 

 

In Christ, 

Rich Radwick 

 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

 
THE MESSENGER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles for the AUGUST Messenger are due into the church office No Later than JULY 19. (No 

exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please call 

459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 

 

 

 

  

As of 31 May 2019: 
 

$183,152   YTD Total Income  
$186,111   YTD Total Expenses 
    $2,959    YTD In the red 
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