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Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 

BACKPACK SUNDAY – JULY 29 
 

Once again, SELC will offer our annual blessing of backpacks, students, and 

teachers on July 29, 2018. We will start with a potluck breakfast at 8:30am, 

followed by worship at 10 am in the sanctuary. Please bring a potluck item to 

share, along with a place setting. Drinks will be provided. If you forget, we’ll have 

plates and flatware available and food to share. During the breakfast time, we’ll write 

notes of blessings to place into each backpack. Children and youth are asked to bring 

their backpacks with them to worship, where we’ll have a special Children’s Time 

to bless their backpacks. Also, special prayers for our teachers and school 

administrators, who are invited to join us during breakfast and this worship service. 

We are giving out 163 backpacks this year. 
 

The Backpack Committee is asking for monetary donations to help support this worthwhile community 

service. The backpacks we purchase come filled with supplies, so supplies are not needed as donations. 

Because of the generosity of SELC over the past decade, many students in need have received a backpack 

filled with school supplies. Please consider a donation in support of this wonderful outreach program. For 

questions about the backpack ministry, contact Carol Jordahl, 227-2796. 
 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL NEWS 
 

The council met on Thursday, 21 June 2018. 

1) The council approved the following: 

a) The Narthex Redesign Plan presented by Victoria Kiser.  The goal of this plan is to refresh, 

declutter, and make the Narthex a warm and welcoming place for God’s people to gather.  It will 

be completed in phases.  The only thing not voted on within this plan is the carpet type/color(s).  

Victoria is preparing samples for the council to review and approve.  This project is entirely 

funded by a dedicated donation from a very generous anonymous SELC member.  Thank you for 

you love and generosity.  Details of the plan can be provided by Victoria Kiser. 

b) The 10 round tables and storage cart for the Fellowship Hall should be delivered any day now; 

they had to be shipped by freight due to the weight and size.  These are being funded by 

designated member donations. 

2) Bob Sherry (SELC Congregation Council V.P.) briefed the council on the ELCA Synod Assembly. 

3) Committees’ representatives on council provided updated reports and serving opportunities: 

i) Jim Cleven reminded the Council about the upcoming Via de Cristo opportunities and showed 

us the updated VdC Trifold. 

ii) Good Neighbor Alliance needs food servers. 

iii) Shepherd’s Fold’s upcoming loss of 8 out of their 14 scholarships due to State Legislature 

reduced funding for First Things First program by 23%.  This will affect 8 of our families 

significantly. 

iv) Deanna Sanner discussed with the council the church picnic- 29 September at Len Robert’s 

Park (same place as last year).  This will be a BLAST and a chance to bring out church family 

even closer together. 

4) Please don’t forget the three upcoming Single Service Sundays – 29 July 10AM (Backpack Sunday);  

2 September 10AM (Hymn Fest Sunday); and 21 October 10AM (Celebration Sunday-SELC 60th  

Anniversary). 
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5) Continue to keep Erika in your prayers as she leads us in worship as pastor and as pastoral leader from 

6/18-8/24 (with Father Adolf serving as supportive consultant) while Pastor Mark goes on Sabbatical.  

Thank you Erika for agreeing to step up and lead us; we are truly blessed to have you here at this time. 

6) Your council will not be meeting for the month of July due to the number of people who will be on 

summer vacation, etc.  We will address any critical issues over email. The next council meeting is 

Aug 16th.  Please keep your congregational council as well as all of our church family in prayer over 

the summer months. 

7) Please keep our adult leaders and youth members in prayer as they travel to the ELCA Youth 

Gathering in Houston, TX, June 26 – July1. 
 

Prayerfully, 

Larry Rewis 

SELC Congregation Council President 
 

 

FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF MAY 31, 2018 
 

 Total income YTD: $161,203 

 Total Expenses YTD: $169,048 

  (-$7,845) 
 

 

PASTOR’S SABBATICAL 
 

Please keep Pastor Mark in your prayers as he goes on Sabbatical from June 18-August 24th, minus the 

time for accompanying the youth and Linda at the National Youth Gathering.  Please pray for and support 

Intern Pastor Erika as she takes over the pastoral responsibilities during that time.  Father Greg Adolf, St. 

Andrew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church, will also be supporting her during that time.   For questions 

or concerns, please contact Council President, Larry Rewis 520-249-2973 or ljrewis@gmail.com    

Please contact Intern Pastor Erika Tobin for any pastoral care needs, 360-528-0048. 
 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICES 
 

Memorial Service for Carolyn Kelley - July 11, 2018 at 10:00 am, held at SELC. 

A light lunch reception will be held in the Fellowship Hall following a graveside at the old Post cemetery. 

 

Memorial Service for Bruce Bratlien - July 14, 2018 at 10:00 am, held at SELC. 
 

 

PRESSING MINISTRY NEED! 
 

Please consider being part of a vital team to care for the collecting “Record of Fellowship” sheets from 

pads and straightening pew racks.  Please contact the church office for more information or to volunteer.  

We have the start to a great team, but we still need you!  
 

 

SUMMER FAITH FORMATION/CHRISTIAN ED INFO FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN 
 

NO Faith Formation Hour in July for adults or children. (Everyone gets a break!)  Regular Faith 

Formation Hour will begin again in August! 
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LIFE THROUGH THE YEARS AT SELC: 

 
 

 

Sandy Urlie-Hall 
 

SELC became our church home about 34 years ago.  Being widowed and a single Mom coming from an 

ugly church fight it took about 20 years before I was ready to become active in church activities again but 

all during my healing time I felt the congregation accepted and cared about us.  SELC has been a place to 

help me grow in the faith and also allows me to share in His love, especially in working with the 

Fellowship Team and Grace Groups.  The communion of saints is a powerful influence in one's life.  I feel 

that at SELC and am thankful for it. 
 

 
 

Roger and Dee Rowley 
 

We arrived in Sierra Vista in June 1971 as part of the Intelligence School re-location.  We brought two 

cars all the way from Maryland with two kids, Debra age 15 and Randall age 14.  We found Sierra 

Evangelical Lutheran Church shortly after arrival. The church was very different then with the entrance at 

the west and the choir loft.  I served on the church council as the military trustee (don’t remember how 

long) with A.V. Anderson, Ken Olson, Phil Wralsted, Pete Pederson and others.  I don’t believe A.V. and 

Ken ever agreed on anything.  It was interesting!  I played golf with Pastor Karlstead and never beat him.  

He had the oldest set of clubs I’ve ever seen.  We thoroughly enjoyed Harl’s time here and still miss him.  

Why are we still members?  Creatures of habit, I guess.  
 

 
 

George and Dotti Pohlman 
 

Our invitation to SELC came from Jane and Jim Behsman, at the now defunct bowling lanes (currently 

Buena Fitness).  We were all members of the SV schools bowling league.  Mentioning that we were 

looking for a church home, they extended the invite, and we came.  This was in the early ‘90’s, as Intern 

Bummer was giving her last sermon before leaving.  Then Pastor Pike visited us and the rest, as they say, 

is history.  George has filled the roles of Deacon, head trustee-more than once, overseeing some major 

construction/renovation projects.  Dotti has been a Trust Committee member, served W-SELC positions -

more than once - and is a current Dorcas Circle member.  Together we serve as head ushers and greeters 

and are part of the Second Sunday fellowship potluck. 
 

 
 

The 60th Anniversary Celebration Task Force 

welcomes and encourages everyone to contribute your SELC stories. Questions, such as: “How long have 

you attended SELC?  What brought you to SELC?  Why have you continued?” may be helpful as you 

write your brief story.  Please call or text Jane Strain at 520-249-4057 or email at jstrain801@gmail.com 

with your stories.  Thanks to all! 

SIERRA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
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THE JULY 60TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORY 

CHALLENGE QUESTION 

 

   Who was the Master of Ceremonies at the 

50th Anniversary Dinner?    

 

Responses can be emailed to selc60th@gmail.com with the subject line  

containing that month’s history question.  Answers must be submitted for 

each question by the last day of that respective month to qualify. Responses 

will be tallied with the names of those individuals submitting the most correct 

answers entered into a drawing to be held at the celebration.   

RESPONSES MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN JULY 31! 
 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

Shepherd’s Fold has been doing well this year.  We earned a 4-star rating and 58 children are enrolled.  

We appreciate all the support you have shown with your contributions and prayers.  Looking ahead the 

state legislature is reducing First Things First by 23%.  This means they are reducing the number of 

scholarships they can give.  They have been giving us 22 scholarships.  Beginning July 1st they will only 

give us 14.  That means 8 students will lose their scholarships and have to pay more for their child care.  

They will probably not be able to do so.  Our big concern is those children will not have loving, adequate 

child care. 

We are asking again for people to contribute to a scholarship fund so we can help these students. 

If you are able to help or for more information contact the Shepherd’s Fold office 459-0115. 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOCUS FOR ALL! 

News & Updates from Linda Perry – Dir. of Faith Formation 

DFF@selcaz.org – 520-459-0444 

 

July 17 – Cinemark Summer Movie #3 – “Ferdinand” – Meet at church at 9:15 or contact Linda Perry 

to be picked up.  (4th Grade to Sr. High) 

July 21 – EPIC – Ecumenical Pilgrimage In International Community – 9:00 a.m. – 6:15 p.m. – 

Sierra Vista United Methodist! For 7th Grade to 12th Grade and adult mentors!  This is Intern Pastor 

Erika’s project and will be a great day with youth and adults from all over town.  Come join in on this 

free, one day Bible Study retreat!  Snacks and lunch included.  Register at www.epicsv.org or see Linda 

Perry or Intern Pastor Erika. 

July 22 – Movie Night at SELC (Cross Generational) – 5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. -We will see “The 

Greatest Showman!”  Come and join people of all ages as we enjoy hotdogs, chips, carrots, celery, 

cookies and hot fresh popped popcorn!  Bring a comfy lawn chair or blanket and pillow.  There will also 

be a special feature picture montage celebrating our past 60 years of ministry at SELC before the show 

begins while we enjoy our dinner! 

July 25 – Salt River Tubing – For Senior High only 9th-12th Grade.  Meet in the church parking lot at 

7:30 a.m.!  Bring $8-$10 for a quick bite before we hit the rapids and then again after!  RSVP required to 

Linda Perry.  Cost for tubing and tube rental is $17 and will be covered by Youth Funds.  Bring a T-shirt 

and change of clothes just in case and a water bottle and wear sunscreen.  If you need help with lunch 

money contact Linda Perry! 

July 27-28 – Jr. & Sr. High Lock-In. Starts Friday night – 7:00 PM & Concludes Saturday morning 

with breakfast for all at the Golden Corral! – We will hang out, play games, watch movies, have fun 
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and assemble our ziplock packets for the Homeless Project kits that we will give to church members to 

hand out to those in need.  We will sleep in the Fellowship Hall, so bring a comfy mat or cushion, 

sleeping bag, pillow, toiletries you may need, and appropriate “PJ’s” that you can wear in mixed 

company.  Bring a snack to share too!  Beverages will be provided.   RSVP to Linda Perry.  

July 29 – Back Pack Sunday & Breakfast!  We will start with a hot breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 

8:30 a.m. and then head into one worship service at 10:00 a.m.  All families, students and teachers are 

invited as we bless the back packs we are donating to other children along with the blessing of your own 

back packs – so be sure to bring them! 
 

Sr. High L.I.F.T - Leaping In Faith Together & Confirmation -Begins again Sept. 6! 
 

Have a safe, fun, and relaxing Summer!  May God’s joy shine bright on all your days!  We love you 

and give thanks for all of you and your families!   Love, Linda, Pastor Mark & Intern Pastor Erika 

 
 

SPLASH CANYON VBS WITH IMMANUEL LUTHERAN & SELC!   
 

Adult & Teen Volunteers Are Needed! 

Plunge in to VBS  July 9 – 13, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon! 

At Splash Canyon VBS, (Vacation Bible School) children will learn that God keeps His promises on 

life’s wild ride! They’ll look into the Bible, and explore five Bible accounts where our faithful God keeps 

His promises to be with us and gives us life and hope through Jesus, our Savior.   

Registration is open now for children ages 4 years old to 12 years.  Come along with us as we sing fun 

songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. Plus, learn that all God’s 

promises are Yes in Jesus! Can’t wait to see you there! To register or to volunteer to help sign up online 

at https://vbsmate.com/ILCSierraVistaAZ, or see Linda Perry or the church office for registration forms.  

You can also call or text Faith Jackson, this year’s Director (of Immanuel Lutheran) at (520) 227-7637, or 

email rambette01@cis-broadband.com 
 

 

VICAP DESSERT AND AUCTION FUND-RAISER 

AUGUST 19 at 4:00 PM 
 

The community is coming together at Faith Presbyterian Church to raise funds for a wheel chair acces-

sible van for ViCap.  A Light Meal will be provided. Childcare will be provided.  
 

This is a continuing project, beginning with donations at the community Easter Sunrise service.  On 

October 7th HymnFest will also donate proceeds to ViCap.  The need for those requiring this service 

continues to grow in Sierra Vista and Cochise County. For more information, to volunteer or donate 

items, please contact Mike or Pam Winters at 419-707-2908 or Kathy Crawford at 458-9333. 

 

Currently Carl McCourt and Dotti Wellman serve on the ViCap board; Rich Radwick, George Pohlman 

and Carl provide rides for those needing to go to appointments. 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  INTERN PASTOR ERIKA’S LAST SUNDAY IS AUGUST 26TH 
 

We will have a special time of blessing and goodbye on Sunday, August 26, 2018, at both worship 

services and a reception for Intern Pastor Erika Tobin as she completes her Internship with us.  Even 

though there are still almost three months left in her Internship, be sure to make arrangements to take her  

out to lunch, write cards, or otherwise express your appreciation and share fellowship before it gets too  

close to her departure and she gets too booked up.  
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

News Flash:  They’re Here!!!!!!!!!!!! 

The laminated card is finally in the pew racks for those of you who give electronically and like to have 

something to place in the offering plate. These cards that are used will be put back into the racks after the 

offerings are counted by the stewardship team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Cleven, Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson & Joanne March 

The Stewardship Team 

 

 

WOMEN OF SELC NEWS 

“For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light.”   -Psalm 36:9. NIV 

 

• Put on your cleaning clothes and grab your Playtex gloves, it’s time to clean-up our Kitchen and 

Fellowship Hall!  We are beginning at 9:00 am on the 21st of July. 

 

• We are still looking for nominees for the positions of Co-Conveyor, Treasurer and Recorder.  We 

have asked the Circle Leaders to assist in forming a Nominating Committee.  If you are interested 

in serving as a Board Member and/or on the Nominating Committee please contact Connie Kelher. 

 

• Looking forward to August! Our Combined Circle Gather Bible study at the San Pedro is 

scheduled on August 18th, at 9:00 am.  We are looking for study leaders!  Please contact Connie 

Kelher to help coordinate the event. 

 

• Planning ahead to our Bi-Annual Business Meeting on September 29th, we will have our annual 

reports from the Ministry Leaders, just a heads up! 

 

• Lisa Sherry will be out of state from July 15th through the end of September, please contact 

Connie with your concerns, questions and assistance in coordinating upcoming events. Thank-

you! 

 

 

MOVIE NIGHT AT SELC 

 

The Greatest Showman - This summer's intergenerational movie night will be shown in the fellowship 

hall Sunday afternoon, July 22, 5:00-7:30.  Bring your comfy chair or blanket and your own drink (non 

alcoholic please!) and enjoy a picnic in the Hall of hot dogs, chips, carrot & celery sticks... PLUS  

Popcorn during the movie.  Child care will be provided for birth through 4 year old. 

I Gave Online 
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THANKYOU!THANKYOU!THANKYOU!THANKYOU!THANKYOU!THANKYOU! 

 

I wish I knew how to thank all our SELC friends for the unbelievable support they gave me when Jerry died.  

The visits, hugs, foods, cards, prayers, etc. etc. made it all tolerable.  Special thanks to Pastors Mark and Erika, 

I couldn’t have asked for more caring people.  You all will continue to be in my thoughts and prayers.  Thank 

you again.                - Dolly Bessler 

 
            

 

Dear Prayer Shawl Ministry, 

Thank you so much for the prayer shawl.  It was a very trying time at the hospital several months ago.  My 

husband was so sick from pneumonia.  I prayed often with this shawl.  Next, we had to go to TMC, where he 

had 5 stents placed in his heart.  This was on 4/24.  On 5/3 we were sent home to SV on Hospice.  All along 

the journey the shawl was with us.  We had glorious days at home and he passed peacefully into Glory on 

5/14.  Thank you so much for your comforting ministry.  I will never forget your kindness!  

Sincerely, Fridda Lopez 

 

 

IT IS BUNCO TIME AGAIN 

 

July 28th at 6:30 on in Fellowship Hall 

We had 19 enthusiastic Bunco players in June and hope even more of you come to play in July. Come and join 

the fun.  Enjoy popcorn and lemonade with your friends.  Need more information about this game that is 

played with 3 dice at each table?  Call Marilyn Hewitt at 459-4746.  Hope to see you there.  No skill needed, 

just your smiling face. 

 

 

SALVDC NEWS UPDATE 

(Southern Arizona Lutheran Via de Cristo) 

 

Save the dates, 11 – 14 October, 2018 and plan on attending the next Via 

de Cristo weekend.  

 

Via de Cristo is a three day course intended for lay people from every 

walk of life, for people who live strong and active lives in Christ, and also 

for those who seek to be renewed and strengthened in their relationship 

with Christ and the people around them. 

 

The next Via de Cristo weekend will be held at Tanque Verde Lutheran Church on October 11-14, 2018. 

There is no cost to participants to attend the weekend.  Many participants return from a Via de Cristo weekend 

with the desire to share that experience with others.  Each person's experience attending a Via de Cristo 

weekend is unique. Your Via de Cristo weekend will be a gift from God, for you alone. 

 

We encourage you to keep an open mind and heart in making your decision to attend a Via de Cristo weekend. 

To learn more about Via de Cristo you can visit the web site at http://www.soazviadecristo.org/ or contact the 

parish representative, Jim Cleven, eaglelope@cox.net. 

 

 

MISSING ITEM 

Lost: large square silk scarf in shades of blue.  This is of great sentimental value to me.  Reward offered, no 

questions asked.  Please call 520-236-0035.  Thank you! Edith J. 
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THE MESSENGER 

Please send article submissions for the August Messenger to admin@selcaz.org.  Articles are due into 

the church office No Later than Tuesday, July 24.  For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or 

email: admin@selcaz.org 

 

JULY 2018 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

In-Home 

Communion 

2pm Parade of 

American Music 

Concert  

National Youth 

Gathering  

2 

5:30 pm 

Evangelism 

Team Meeting 

3 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

4 

Independence Day 

Office Closed 

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

5 

7:45 am 

Exercise 

Group 

7 pm Plus 

Square 

Dancing 

6 

1 pm Senior 

Games 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

7 

8 am Men's 

Prayer Breakfast 

8 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

In-Home 

Communion 

9 

9 am VBS 

11 am 

Stewardship 

Team Meeting 

10 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

9 am VBS 

5 pm Faith 

Formation 

Meeting 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

11 

9 am VBS 

10 am Carolyn 

Kelly Memorial 

Service & 

Reception 

1 pm Shepherd's 

Fold Board Meeting  

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

12 

7:45 am 

Exercise 

Group 

9 am VBS 

7 pm Plus 

Square 

Dancing 

13 

9 am VBS 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

14 

10 am Bruce 

Bratlien 

Memorial 

Service 

15 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

2:30 pm Potter's 

Hands Meal 

Outreach 

16 17 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

4 pm Good 

Neighbor 

Alliance Meal 

Prep 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

18 

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

19 

7:45 am 

Exercise 

Group 

7 pm Plus 

Square 

Dancing 

20 

6 pm Wine, 

Women & the 

Word Book 

Club 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

21 

9 am W-SELC 

Fellowship Hall 

Clean-up 

9 am E.P.I.C at 

SV United 

Methodist 

Church 

22 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

5 pm SELC 

Movie Night 

23 24 

Messenger 

Deadline for 

August 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

25 

7:30 am Youth Salt 

River Tubing 

Depart 

530 pm Partners in 

Praise Practice 

26 

7:45 am 

Exercise 

Group 

7 pm Plus 

Square 

Dancing 

27 

7 pm Jr. & Sr. 

High Lock-In 

28 

8 am Jr. & Sr. 

High Lock-In 

Ends 

6:30 pm Bunco 

 

29 

8:30 am Potluck 

Breakfast 

10 am Backpack 

/ Community 

Sunday Service 

30 31 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

  

 


