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PASTOR’S LETTER 

 

2 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 

one body, so it is with Christ.13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, 

slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

… But God has so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 25that there may 

be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one 

member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 27 Now 

you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 

- 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 

As we enter the lengthier season of Pentecost, also called “The Season of the Church,” I share this May 

22nd reflection from the devotional, Christ In Our Home that we distribute congregation-wide.  It was 

such a good one that I wanted to draw your attention to it again.  It is a very practical encouragement for 

us to be the loving and humble Church that Christ wants us to be.  I rejoice to observe that SELC so often 

and joyfully lives into this reality.  The author is ELCA Pastor Katherine Ewald Olson, Associate Pastor 

at First Lutheran Church, Sioux Falls, SD.  It is titled, “A Place for You” and it is based on the 

emboldened verses above: 

“The next time you are in the Christian assembly:  Graciously laugh at the pastor’s recycled 

joke.  Offer a conspiratorial smile to the teenager who wishes she were somewhere else.  

Shake the hand of the grumpy usher, and thank him for his dedicated service.  Slow down 

around the woman with the walker, and pause to listen as she talks about the challenges of 

her new therapy routine.  Invite the newcomer on a tour of the facility and then to lunch.  

Compliment the young couple on the deft handling of their colicky baby.  Tell the widower 

you thought of his wife last week.  Ask the passionate activist where you can find more 

information on his cause.  Gratefully sip the coffee that’s weaker than anything you’d ever 

make at home. 

Be who you are in the midst of the community, generously and authentically so, without any 

arrogance or self-consciousness.  You are a necessary part of the body of Christ, individually 

a member of it, and have been placed exactly where God wants you to be.  In our diversity, 

Christ Himself unites us.”  

May the Holy Spirit continue to prompt, prod, empower and persuade us to be that kind of “family of 

God.”   

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Perry 

(P.S.:  It’s really okay if you don’t laugh at all my jokes, recycled or new).   
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INTERN NEWS 
 

Reflections on Hosting the Amani Children’s Choir 
 

Obulamu bulibutya? (Luganda for “How is life?” – how they say “Hello”) 
 

This past month, several SELC members (along with myself), had the privilege of hosting members of the 

Amani Children’s Choir while they were here on their tour from Kampala, Uganda. While they stayed 

with me, they/we shared in nightly and morning devotions. Each time, a different child led the devotion 

and picked a passage of scripture which we all read silently from the NIV translation and then wrote about 

what we learned. After that, we each took turns reading a verse out loud. When the last verse was read, 

hands would fly into the air as they eagerly wanted to share what they had learned. It was fascinating to 

listen to what they learned from scripture and compare that to how I was raised/trained to learn 

from/interpret God’s Word.  
 

While here, we also played games like Twister and they tried cake for the first time. They were all quite 

skeptical of this “thing” I had made for them, but they helped me frost and put the sprinkles on it and they 

obliged me in trying it. I’ll never forget Benitah’s face after she tried Funfetti cake that night: “Oh! It’s 

sweet!” she said with a look of pleasant surprise in her eyes. And then she immediately dived her fork 

back in and had another bite in her mouth before the first was even swallowed. Haha so cute! 
 

The joy they shared with us, the night of April 29th, here at SELC was incredibly real. Every time we were 

reunited, their faces would light up and they would run over with love and joy to hug me while crying out 

“Welcome home, Auntie!” And they most certainly loved you all very deeply, as well, because they 

expressed that in their prayers at the end of each nightly devotion.  
 

And so, since they told me they’d love for me to come and visit them, I will be! I have purchased tickets 

to go and spend Christmas and New Years with them and their families before I travel to Manow 

Lutheran Junior Seminary in Tanzania (which was founded as part of my home congregation’s global 

outreach ministry). After spending time at Manow (and maybe even teaching a class!), I will conclude my 

travels by visiting one of my best friends from undergrad who is doing Peace Corps in Comoros (an 

island nation between Tanzania and Madagascar). It will be a full trip of love, experiences, new foods, 

miscommunication, confusion, and hopefully also tons of laughter. Prayers for this trip before I finish my 

final semester of schooling and seminary is greatly appreciated! (Also, if you have any small notes, 

tokens, or pictures you’d like to send with me to the Amani Choir, do let me know! I’d be happy to 

transport them there.) 
 

Webale nyo (Luganda for “thank you very much”) for all of your love and support over these months that 

I have been blessed to be with you all! May God’s grace be with us in the next few. 
 

 

Grace and peace to you all,   

Intern Pastor Erika Tobin 

 

PRAISE REPORT: 2016-17 INTERN PASTOR SEAN JANSSEN RECEIVES CALL 

We rejoice to hear that the congregations of Messiah L.C. of Havre, and Christ L.C. of Big Sandy, 

Montana, unanimously voted to offer a Call to former SELC Intern Pastor, Sean Janssen, on May 20th!  

His ordination is tentatively scheduled for September 2, 2018, at his home congregation of Trinity 

Lutheran Church, Whidbey Island, Washington.  Congratulations, Sean, and we pray for a good start to a 

great career!  Our love goes out to him and his wife, Vanessa, and children, Liana, Cameron & Holden. 

Congratulatory cards may be mailed to their current home, 475 N. 43rd Ave. #102, Phoenix, AZ 85009. 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL NEWS 

 

The council met on Thursday, 17 May 2018. 

1. The council approved the following: 

-the use of the Sanctuary for the “Parade of American Music,” to be presented by two very 

talented musicians, our own Billie Hayes and Wes Moulton from St. Stephens Episcopal church.  

This will take place on the 1st of July at 2PM; get the word out to all for this wonderful patriotic 

expression of faith. 

-the purchase of 10 round tables and a cart to hold these tables for the Fellowship Hall.  These are 

being funded by dedicated designated member donations. 

2. The council is reviewing the Narthex Redesign Plan presented by Victoria Kiser.  We will vote on the 

details of this plan in June.   The goal of this plan is to refresh, declutter, and make the Narthex a warm 

and welcoming place for God’s people to gather.  This project is entirely funded by a donation from a 

very generous anonymous SELC member. 

 

3. Please keep Pastor Mark, Linda Perry, our intern Erika, & Bob and Lisa Sherry in prayer as they travel 

in June to the Synod Assembly in Tucson.  And please pray for the process as well as the person who will 

be elected as the new Bishop of the ELCA Grand Canyon Synod. 

 

4. Keep Erika in prayer as she prepares to step up and lead us in worship as Pastor Mark goes on 

Sabbatical.  She is not only leading worship alone but will be serving as THE pastoral leader from 6/18-

8/24 with Father Adolf serving as supportive consultant. We all know Erika has proven she has the 

abilities and follows the Holy Spirit’s leading.  We are blessed to have her here at this time.  

  

5. Keep your congregational council in prayer as we continue to meet on the third Thursday of each 

month to discern God’s will for our church family.  The Holy Spirit has put on our hearts a very specific 

theme for this month’s meeting – Prayer.  And if I may stray from the norm for a paragraph, Martin 

Luther wrote about prayer as it related to his favorite Psalm 118, and in particular vs.5: You must learn to 

call. Do not sit by yourself or lie on a couch, hanging and shaking your head. Do not destroy yourself 

with your own thoughts by worrying. Do not strive and struggle to free yourself, and do not brood on 

your wretchedness, suffering, and misery. Say to yourself: “Come on, you lazy bum; down on your 

knees, and lift your eyes and hands toward heaven!” Read a psalm or the Our Father, call on God, 

and tearfully lay your troubles before Him. Mourn and pray, as this verse teaches . . . Here you learn 

that praying, reciting your troubles, and lifting up your hands are sacrifices most pleasing to God. It 

is His desire and will that you lay your troubles before Him. He does not want you to multiply your 

troubles by burdening and torturing yourself. He wants you to be too weak to bear and overcome 

such troubles; He wants you to grow strong in Him. By His strength He is glorified in you. Out of 

such experiences people become real Christians.1 

1Luther’s Works. Eds. Jaroslav Pelikan and Helmut T. Lehmann, vols. 1–55 

 

Prayerfully, 

Larry Rewis 

SELC Congregation Council President 

 
 

FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF APRIL 30, 2018 
 

 Total income YTD: $133,050 

Total Expenses YTD: $127,356 
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PASTOR’S SABBATICAL 

Please keep Pastor Mark in your prayers as he goes on Sabbatical from June 18-August 24th, minus the 

time for accompanying the youth and Linda at the National Youth Gathering.  Please pray for and support 

Intern Pastor Erika as she takes over the pastoral responsibilities during that time.  Father Greg Adolf, St. 

Andrew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church, will also be supporting her during that time.   For questions 

or concerns, please contact Council President, Larry Rewis 520-249-2973 or ljrewis@gmail.com    

 

GRAND CANYON SYNOD ASSEMBLY, JUNE 14-16, 2018 

Please pray for our Synod Assembly taking place this month at Resurrection Lutheran Church, Oro 

Valley, especially as we will be nominating and electing a new Bishop to serve us for the next six years.  

Bob and Lisa Sherry and Pastor Perry are our voting members from SELC.  Intern Pastor Erika Tobin, 

Linda Perry, and Larry Rewis will also be attending as guests.  All are invited and welcome to attend 

worship services on Thursday evening and Saturday at the close.  For more information on the agenda and 

registration, please go to www.gcsynod.org and click on the link on the bottom right, “2018 Grand 

Canyon Synod Assembly.” 

 
 

 

 

The 60th Anniversary Celebration Task Force 

welcomes and encourages everyone to contribute your SELC stories. Questions, such as: “How long have 

you attended SELC?  What brought you to SELC?  Why have you continued?” maybe helpful as you 

write your brief story.  Please call or text Jane at 520-249-4057 or email at jstrain801@gmail.com with 

your stories.  Thanks to all! 

Life Through the Years at SELC: 

 
 

Ingemarie Fulford’s  Story 
  

 I have been attending SELC for over 35 years.  Pastor Pike’s warmth and sermon made this church our 

second home.  My son was confirmed and married in this church.  Through the years I have developed a 

close friendship with this congregation.  SELC means a lot to me.  God bless to all.  

 
 

Joanne and Vern Fleming’s Story 
 

When we were planning for our retirement, we visited Sierra Vista several times. The beauty of the area 

and the weather were great motivators to move here. We moved here in 2006 and visited SELC shortly 

after our arrival. Pastor Pike came to visit soon after and invited us to join the church. We have made 

many friends and enjoy our church family.  
 

Both Vern and I grew up in north eastern North Dakota. I was baptized and confirmed in a small church 

that was part of an Icelandic synod.  Our pastors came from Iceland and some of our services were done 

in the Icelandic language. When we got married in 1967 the pastor that married us was from Iceland. 
 

We raised our three sons in Jamestown, North Dakota. After they graduated from high school and were all 

in college, we headed south to El Paso, Texas where we taught for sixteen years.  Besides our three sons, 

we also have one grandson. 

SIERRA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

mailto:ljrewis@gmail.com
http://www.gcsynod.org/
http://www.gcsynod.org/2018-grand-canyon-synod-assembly/
http://www.gcsynod.org/2018-grand-canyon-synod-assembly/
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Anna Bratlien’s Story 
 

My family and I have been attending SELC since 1988. Before my husband Bruce and I were married his 

father, Dennis Benth, and mother Betty and family moved here to Sierra Vista from Sidney, Montana in 

1977 and SELC became their Church home. Our children Carrisa and Leif were baptized, confirmed and 

received their senior quilts here. They both were involved in the youth group and helped out with 

Vacation Bible School. Carissa attended Via de Cristo in 2016 and I attended in 2017. If you have not 

attended one you should! It's food for the soul! I love and care for the people of SELC. I am also head 

Usher and the custodian of the church. Love and peace to you all. 
 

 

Sandy Stephenson’s Story 
 

When first arriving in Sierra Vista in 1985 there were 3 Lutheran chaplains on Ft. Huachuca!  Having 

been Lutheran since birth, I attended the Lutheran chapel services until I decided the kids needed to be in 

Sunday School.  I joined Sierra Lutheran (found in the Yellow Pages) in 1988, but soon was gone 3 years 

to Alaska.  Upon returning to Sierra Vista in 1993 we came back to SELC and were immediately 

remembered by Pastor Pike.  At the picnic that year he told me I would make a good Sunday School 

Superintendent, and so began my 24 years of serving in this wonderful congregation.  That fall, Carolyn 

Leininger invited me to join the choir.  At one point my father, my son and I were all members of the 

choir; what a wonderful experience that was! Both Sean and Erin were confirmed here, Sean was married 

here and my husband and both parents had funeral services here.  SELC is my family. 

 
 

 

60th Anniversary History Challenge 

 

As you have heard, our church will be celebrating its 60thanniversary  

the weekend of October 20-21. In anticipation of this special time, the 

planning committee is launching a fun and friendly “60th Anniversary  

History Challenge.” Each month, beginning in May, and leading up to the 

October celebration, you will find a question pertaining to our church’s 

history in the Messenger and weekly bulletin. Responses can be emailed to 

selc60th@gmail.com with the subject line containing that month’s history 

question. Responses will be tallied with the names of those individual’s 

sub-mitting the most correct answers entered into a drawing to be held at 

the celebration.  The lucky winner will receive a great prize to be 

announced at the drawing. Everyone is encouraged to join in the fun!! 

 

 

 

THE JUNE 60TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORY CHALLENGE QUESTION IS: 

 

   How did the name Eleva Hall come about? (Eleva Hall is the portion of the 

building where Shepherd’s Fold office is now) 
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SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

Thank you to all who attended the 2018 Graduation Promotion:  it was a unique experience and I believe 

everyone had a fun time.  We especially want to thank Pastor Mark and Larry Rewis for helping us out.  

Six children of the nine in Pre-K will be moving onto Kindergarten and once again they all passed with 

flying colors. 
 

June is bringing some changes to Shepherd’s Fold.  First Things First has cut the funding for scholarships 

this year so instead of having 22 we will only be getting 14 scholarships.  Tobacco sales are down and the 

whole program was cut by 23.5 million dollars. 

 

Our mission is to help those families that cannot afford quality child care.  This means that I have had to 

tell 8 families that they will not be receiving a scholarship this coming year which starts the 1st of July.  

Several families have told me already that their children will be leaving aat the end of June. 
 

So please pray that God will bless Shepherd’s Fold for God is Good and he will provide. 
 

Once again, thank you for all your support and prayers. 

 

Dena L. Anderson, Director 

 

Attention Yard Sale/Flea Market Shoppers 

Would you please look for a garden hoe, hand-held trowels, claws, etc. and a few soaker hoses for the 

Shepherd's Fold Little Sprouts Garden?  We're also needing 5 lengths of 3/4" PVC piping.  You can be 

reimbursed for your purchases when you find them!  If you have any questions, please call Sandy at 378-

6719.  Thank you from all our Little Sprouts.  

 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOCUS FOR ALL! 

News & Updates from Linda Perry – Dir. of Faith Formation 

DFF@selcaz.org – 520-459-0444 

 

I feel I have an extra measure of Easter Joy and Alleluias still dancing in my heart, as I reflect on the 

blessings of these past two months.  First, our children and youth had so much fun on Easter Sunday with 

the egg hunt and joyful services celebrating our Risen Lord! Second, we have completed the business 

details and payments for the National Youth Gathering in Houston; Pastor Mark and I, along with 7 Sr. 

High Youth will leave June 26 with a return on July 1.  Now begins the exciting time of diving into the 

theme, Bible studies, expectations, and schedule that will help our youth be more focused and prepared 

for all they will experience there.  We are financially strong in this amazing opportunity for our youth due 

to the generosity of SELC members and friends. That generosity came through again with over $1,000.00 

being raised at The Lutherans Got Talent Show on May 6.  Thank you, Wallaby Wally (Doug Hamp), for 

hosting our show!  It was an evening filled with fun, laughter, love, creativity, and a wide variety of 

talent.  We were blessed by the Chancel Choir, Gloryland, Partners In Praise and 15 others who shared 

their talents and gifts.   It was a natural and joyous cross generational event as we concluded the evening 

with children of God of all ages from 1 year to 80+ years dancing together, and then enjoying fellowship 

and delicious cake from Lisa Sherry afterwards in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

Youth Sunday on April 29 was another highlight and joy!  I greatly appreciate all the extra help and 

guidance that Pastor Mark and Intern Pastor Erika extended to me in putting it all together!  The youth 

really came out of their shells and comfort zones in both services and shined with the joy and Spirit of 

God!  We have received some very nice written notes, emails and a lot of verbal comments of praise and 

mailto:DFF@selcaz.org
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gratitude for how much folks enjoyed this special service.  Several people have expressed their hope that 

we can do this more often.  I think people felt reconnected to the youth in a very positive way, and some 

discovered that we truly do have youth and children here at SELC! Youth Sunday was a beautiful cross 

generational ministry moment of praise and worship together! What a blessing! Thank you all for your 

love and support of our children and youth here! 

 

Youth, Young Adult, Family & Cross Generational Ministry Moments 

Upcoming Events & Ministries  
 

Sr. High L.I.F.T - Leaping In Faith Together & Confirmation – WILL BEGIN AGAIN Sept. 6! 
 

June 3 – Graduation Quilt Sunday!  Come and celebrate with our Seniors in this beautiful Stepping 

Stone faith moment.  We will celebrate with Alexis Lopez and Sevanah Urias. 
 

June 3 – Tombstone Photo With Intern Erika!  All Senior High are invited to a quick lunch at 

McDonald’s, our treat, after the 10:45 a.m. service and then we will head to Tombstone for our 

annual photo with the Intern.  Please bring $5.00 if you would like a copy of the photo.  RSVP to 

Linda Perry so we can plan for enough transportation for all. 
 

June 10 - Young Adult Gathering (19 yrs. to 30+ yrs.) – 4:30 p.m.- 6:00 p.m. – Vinny’s Pizza!   

We normally meet the second Sunday of each month in the upstairs Youth Room, but this month, we 

will meet for pizza and fellowship!  For more information and to RSVP, please contact Linda Perry at 

the office at 459-0444, or at dff@selcaz.org.  Please bring $6 - $8 to help share in the cost of pizza 

and a beverage.  You can also find her on Face Book! 
 

June 10 –12:15 p.m. Luncheon Meeting & Kick-off for New Meeting Date & Time for Faith 

Formation Team & Youth Ministry Teams!   We are in need of new energy and people to help 

with our cross generational moments, children and teens, to help them flourish and grow in Christ 

and the Word!  If you are interested in helping in either of these areas, please come and just visit our 

teams to see what we are all about or how God may be calling you to help with no strings attached!  

Child care will be available.  Please RSVP if you plan to attend so we can get a count for a light 

lunch or sign up on the patio between services. 
 

June 7 – Jr./Sr. High Pool Party at the Wallers House – 2:00 -4:30 p.m. – Bring a towel, snacks 

or a beverage to share!  We will enjoy swimming, fun in the sun and a water slide too!  Please RSVP 

to Linda Perry and meet in the church parking lot at 1:45 p.m. if you need a ride or just meet at the 

Waller house.  Contact Linda Perry if you need the address. 
 

June 13 – Shopping for the Homeless Project with Carl McCourt – 10:00 a.m. – Meet at the 

church to help buy food, snacks and other items for people in need.  Funds were donated by the 

Men’s Breakfast Group.  Upon return we will fill zip lock bags with the items to give to our members 

on Sunday morning so they can share them with others.  
 

June 16 – Bunco Night – 6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall! – All youth are especially 

invited to attend this summer night of fun, energy and laughs as we share in Bunko with SELC!  If 

you need a ride, contact Linda Perry. 
 

June 17 – Celebrating Father’s Day with special gifts for all the men – on the patio between 

services! 
 

June 22 – Evening Sr. High Retreat – 5:00 pm – 10:00 pm., at Streams in the Desert, Tucson.  

Contact Linda Perry to register and secure a ride to the event.  This will be a touch of camp and we 

will conclude with a special time of sharing around a campfire! 

 

mailto:dff@selcaz.org
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June 27 – July 1 – National Youth Gathering, Houston, TX – We head to Phoenix June 26 in the 

afternoon to stay overnight to catch our early flight!  All deposits and medical and release forms are 

due now to Linda Perry.  
 

June & July Cinemark Summer Movies!  Select Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.!   Meet at the church at 9:30 

if you need a ride.  Cost is $1.00 per person, but youth funds can pay if you need help.  We will share a 

large popcorn and bring cups to fill so all can enjoy it!  Bring extra money if you would like a beverage to 

buy.   We will see the following:   June 5 - Boss Baby,  June 19 - The Lego Ninjago Movie, July 17 -  

Ferdinand. 
 

AND LOOKING AHEAD…… 

July 25 – Salt River Tubing – For those youth entering 8th grade to Senior High only.  Meet in the 

church parking lot at 7:30 a.m.!  Bring $5 for a quick burger before we hit the rapids!  RSVP required to 

Linda Perry.  Cost for tubing and tube rental is $17 and will be covered by Youth Funds.  Bring a T-shirt 

and change of clothes, water bottle and wear sunscreen.  1 extra bottle of sunscreen will be along to share. 
 

July 29 – Back Pack Sunday & Breakfast!  We will start with a hot breakfast in the Fellowship Hall at 

8:30 a.m. and then head into one worship service at 10:00 a.m.  All families, students and teachers are 

invited as we bless the back packs we are donating to other children  along with the blessing of your own 

back packs – so be sure to bring them! 
 

 

Summer Faith Formation/Christian Ed Info for Adults & Children 
• Faith Formation Hour will continue with all classes through June. 

• No Faith Formation Hour in July for adults or children. (Everyone gets a break!) 

• Faith Formation Hour in August will be Cross Generational with a special curriculum from the 

ELCA that will be led by Intern Pastor Erika and Cindy Wiste! 

 

SAVE THESE DATES  
 

Splash Canyon VBS with Immanuel Lutheran and Sierra Lutheran Teaming up! 

Plunge in to VBS  July 9 – 13, 2018 – 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 Noon! 

At Splash Canyon VBS, (Vacation Bible School) children will learn God keeps His promises on life’s 

wild ride! They’ll look into the Bible, and explore five Bible accounts where our faithful God keeps His 

promises to be with us and gives us life and hope through Jesus, our Savior.  Registration is open now 

for children ages 4 years old to 12 years.  Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat 

yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. Plus, learn that all God’s promises are Yes in Jesus! 

Can’t wait to see you there! To register, sign up online at https://vbsmate.com/ILCSierraVistaAZ, or see 

Linda Perry or the church office for registration forms.  You can also call or text Faith Jackson, this year’s 

Director (of Immanuel Lutheran) at (520) 227-7637, or email rambette01@cis-broadband.com 

Volunteers Are Needed!  Be part of Splash Canyon VBS! Life is full of thrills and spills! We don’t 

know what’s around the bend, but God does! At Splash Canyon VBS, God’s children of all ages learn the 

good news that God is with us and keeps His promises to us on life’s wild ride! As staff members for 

Splash Canyon VBS, you have fun and share the Splash Canyon message with the kids! If you can 

help full or part time, we have many ways to be involved to suit your schedule and interests. Go to 

https://vbsmate.com/ILCSierraVistaAZ  to sign up to help, or call or text Faith Jackson, (520) 227-7637, 

or email rambette01@cis-broadband.com  There will be two meetings to attend if you are a helper:  June 

11 – 6 pm & June 24 – 1:00 pm at Immanuel Lutheran. 
 

 

 

https://vbsmate.com/ILCSierraVistaAZ
mailto:rambette01@cis-broadband.com
https://vbsmate.com/ILCSierraVistaAZ
mailto:rambette01@cis-broadband.com
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July 21 – EPIC – Ecumenical Pilgrimage in Intergenerational Community 

 

Calling all youth (grades 7-12 during the 2018-19 school year) and all adults (ages 21+)! Do you want 

to grow deeper in community with Christians from around Sierra Vista? Do you want to grow deeper in 

God’s Word and relationship with you through Christ? Do you want to spend a day in prayer, games, 

conversation, and learning with people of many ages? Then EPIC is for you! EPIC stands for Ecumenical 

Pilgrimage in Intergenerational Community and it is a free one-day Bible Study retreat here in Sierra 

Vista at Sierra Vista United Methodist Church. It will be on Saturday, July 21, 2018 from 9am to 

6pm (lunch and snacks will be served) and it is the internship project of Intern Pastor Erika Tobin. EPIC 

participants will be paired with someone of a different generation for conversation and Bible Study during 

various points in the day. It would be a joy to have you join us! 
 

For more information and to sign up go to www.epicsv.org or email I.P. Erika at intern@selcaz.org. 
 

 

SELC MOVIE NIGHT JULY 22 – 5:00-7:30 PM -FELLOWSHIP HALL 
 

COME AND SEE 

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (Musical) 

AND 

60 Years of SELC Faith & Fellowship! 
 

Prior to our featured film, we will have scrolling pictures of the past 60 years at SELC while we enjoy a 

light snack meal.  This summer's intergenerational movie night will be toe tapping fun and is sure to 

bring a smile to your face!  It is rated PG.   Bring your comfy chair or blanket and your own drink (non 

alcoholic please!) and enjoy a picnic in the Fellowship Hall of hot dogs, chips, carrots & celery sticks, and 

cookies....PLUS  Hot Fresh Popcorn during the movie.    
 

Child care will be provided for birth through 5 years old.  They will watch a special movie too.  If you 

prefer to bring your own sack lunch type dinner, that is fine as well.  Please RSVP to Sandy Urlie or the 

Church Office if you plan to come and partake in the meal provided so we’ll be sure to have enough. 
 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  INTERN PASTOR ERIKA’S LAST SUNDAY IS AUGUST 26TH. 

We will have a special time of blessing and goodbye on Sunday, August 26, 2018, at both worship 

services and a reception for Intern Pastor Erika Tobin as she completes her Internship with us.  Even 

though there are still almost three months left in her Internship, be sure to make arrangements to take her 

out to lunch, write cards, or otherwise express your appreciation and share fellowship before it gets too 

close to her departure and she gets too booked up.  

 

 

JOIN THE GLOBAL LEADERSHIP SUMMIT, AUGUST 9-10, 2018 

Everyone has influence. 

Your influence matters. Join 445,000 of your peers to learn how to maximize it with two days of world-

class leadership training. 

• Gain exclusive access to the LIVE HD broadcast of the Summit at one of 600+ locations 

• Get a unique blend of vision, inspiration and practical skills you can immediately apply 

• Learn from the diverse 2018 faculty that includes Angela Ahrendts, Sr VP of Retail at Apple, best-

selling author, Simon Sinek, Erwin McManus, John C. Maxwell, Founder & Chairman, Econet 

Group; Philanthropist and many others. 

http://www.epicsv.org/
mailto:intern@selcaz.org
https://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/speaker/Speaker-Strive_Masiyiwa.html
https://www.willowcreek.com/events/leadership/speaker/Speaker-Strive_Masiyiwa.html
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• Leverage the Summit as a resource to transform yourself and your community 

• Join a community of like-minded Christians from 135+ countries and 60 languages who attend the 

Summit around the world 

• Satellite broadcast site held at Village Meadows Baptist Church, Sierra Vista 

For more information and registration, go to www.willowcreek.com/events. 

 

MINISTRY PRIORITY SETTING PROCESS INPUT NEEDED 
 

A task force has been formed to help us develop Ministry Priorities for the next 3-5 years.  Joanna 

Michelich, Tim Dickerson, Mignonne Hollis, Carol Moses, Carol Jordahl, Lilly Dicks, Mike Silvis, 

Lynette Nowlan, Lisa Mitchell, Pastor Perry and Rebecca Dennis (Coordinator) are serving in various 

roles on this team. This is one element of observing our 60th Anniversary year as a congregation.  We 

engaged in a similar process in 2010, which led to the development of such ministries as the “Helping 

Hearts” Tutoring program.   All congregation members and friends will be asked in the months ahead to 

contribute to this process in various ways.  One of those ways is through responding to two surveys.  The 

first brief one asks for your evaluation of our “Basic Parish Functions” like worship, learning, service, 

etc.  We will be distributing those and asking you to complete it in worship and/or education hour the next 

two Sundays, 6/3 & 6/10.  It should only take about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to see it in advance or fill it 

out sooner, pick one up in the Narthex or the church office; when completed deposit in the basket in the 

Narthex or in the church office.  Your honest and careful input is needed for this to be as helpful as 

possible to the task of discerning God’s will for SELC moving into the next 60 years! 

 

 

WOMEN OF SELC NEWS 

 

“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth”. -John 4:24. NIV 
 

 The WSELC Board is looking for volunteers to start a Nominating Committee! We will have the 

positions of Co-Convener, Treasurer and Recorder vacant at the end of this year. Anyone 

interested in becoming a Committee member, and/or fill any of the above vacancies, please 

contact Lisa Sherry at (520) 255-6559 or lisa.sherry0917@gmail.com. 
 

 Below is the list of the remaining "Gather" Bible study topics: 

o Summer 2018: Prayer by Anna Madsen 

o June: Session one – The paradoxes of prayer (1 Samuel 12:16-23) 

o July/August: Session two – The practices of prayer (Psalm 19:14) 

o Session three – The products of prayer (Romans 8:26-28) 

o Fall 2018: Repentance by Meghan Johnston Aelabouni 

o September: Session one – Time after time: Turning to God 

o October: Session two – If I could turn back time: Turning to others 

o November: Session three – Turning points: Turning as the church to the world 
 

 Upcoming Dates to note: 

o July 14th - Clean up Kitchen/Fellowship Hall 

o Keep in mind that the Rummage Sale dates are September 14-15 this year! 

o Our next board meeting will be by email as needed for June. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.willowcreek.com/events
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EVANGELISM TEAM 

 

On Pentecost Sunday, May 20th, we rejoiced to receive into congregational membership the following 

persons:  Dena Anderson, Ginny Anton & Steve Pearce (Associate), Lisa Mitchell, Carol Moses, Damien 

Williams, Bob Strain, Sean & Clarissa Kaubisch and their children, Sophia, Avanlea and Alexander 

(Associate).  We also rejoiced with Lilliana Dicks and Kaylei Clark as they affirmed their baptism at the 

10:45 am worship service.  Welcome, fellow members of the Body of Christ!  Please introduce yourself 

when you next see them: 
 

Ginny Anton is retired and came to Hereford from Durham, NC.  She has been married to Steve Pearce 

for 27 years.  She has a step son and recently became pet-less.  After getting waylaid by snow storms and 

wildfires she fell in love with our mountains and decided to stay.  She heard about SELC from 

Billie Hayes.  She enjoys travelling and nature.  Guatemala is her favorite travel spot but has been to 

Antigua, 48 states, Saint John, VI, Copenhagen, London and rivers in Europe. 
 

Steve Pearce, a retired chemist, came to Hereford from Durham, NC with wife Ginny.   He’s been 

married 27 years and has one son.   He lived in CT, FL, and prior to SV, Durham, NC.  Steve searched the 

internet for an ELCA church and found us!!  He left the “politics in the Episcopal Church”.  His interests 

include flying, jeeping, shooting, beer making.  He has seen much of the world, just not Alaska, Hawaii or 

Australia. 
 

Lisa Mitchell, a homemaker born in PA, has been married to Gregory for 31 years.  She has a son 

Garrett, daughter Kaitlin and son-in-law Andrew.  Moving here from Savannah, GA, she brings to SELC 

her past experience in an ELCA church.   She enjoys crafts, movies, walking, and volunteering.  Her 

travels include various military moves, (AL, GA, NC). 
 

Carol Moses is a retired Social Services Analyst.  She and her husband, Robert have been married 57 

years and came to SV from Fortuna, CA.  She has three adult children and three grandchildren.  Carol is a 

transfer from Missouri Synod.  “I wanted a church that expresses my beliefs”, is how she puts it!  She 

enjoys needlework and reading. US, Canada, Mexico are listed as her travel experience. 
 

Robert (Bob) Strain lives in Sierra Vista and is a retired, contractor, military.  He and Jane have been 

married 19 years.  He has 5 kids and 9 grandkids.  He heard about Sierra Lutheran from Jane and Ruth 

and Joanna.  He has lived in various homes related to Depression, WWII, schooling, 30 years military and 

civilian jobs. 
 

Damien Williams lives in Sierra Vista, and before that Pittsburgh, PA,.  He works for Medicare 

Advantage in Customer Service.   He came to Sierra Lutheran by random chance.  Damien found SELC 

on the Internet.  His interests include gaming, movies, and music.  He has been and has lived all over the 

country. 
 

Dena Anderson is the Director of Shepherd’s Fold Child Care Center and has worked at Shepherd’s Fold 

for 14 years.  She is married to Robert for 35 years and has lived many places during his Air Force career.  

They have 2 grown children and 12 cats! Her dog, Mischa, is the Shepherd’s Fold mascot. 
 

Sean and Clarissa Kaubisch  Sean is from Minnesota and is in the Army.  He is working toward a 

Master of Arts in Theology.  Clarissa, originally from New York, is a home maker caring for their three 

children: Sophia, 11, Avanlea, 5, and Alexander, 3.  She will be attending Cochise College in the fall in 

the nursing program.  They enjoy the welcoming atmosphere, wonderful people, and how much SELC 

does for the community! 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

The topic this month is Personal Stewardship, the act of taking care of God’s most precious gift, ourselves 

and others.  The Department of Veteran Affairs has designated June as Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 

(PTSD) Awareness Month.  PTSD can occur after you have been through a trauma. A trauma is a 

shocking and dangerous event that you see or that happens to you. During this type of event, you think 

that your life or others' lives are in danger. 

     Going through trauma is not rare. About 6 of every 10 men (or 60%) and 5 of every 10 women (or 

50%) experience at least one trauma in their lives. Women are more likely to experience sexual assault 

and child sexual abuse. Men are more likely to experience accidents, physical assault, combat, disaster, or 

to witness death or injury. 

     PTSD can happen to anyone. It is not a sign of weakness. A number of factors can increase the chance 

that someone will develop PTSD, many of which are not under that person's control. For example, if you 

were directly exposed to the trauma or injured, you are more likely to develop PTSD. 

     There will be a display board on the patio this month with informational posters and extra copies of 

brochures that you may take home and learn more about PTSD.  If you or someone you know may be 

experiencing signs of PTSD, visit www.ptsd.va.gov or call the Veterans Crisis Line, 1-800-273-8255 for 

assistance.   

     We hope you will LEARN - PTSD Treatment works, CONNECT – reach out to someone and 

SHARE – spread the word.  You Can Make a Difference Today. 

 

The Stewardship Team 

 

 

NEW GRACE GROUP FORMING 

 

Grace Groups at Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church are small groups who meet weekly to grow 

together as disciples of Christ. Groups are composed of four to twelve members, and meet for  

about 1.5 hours each week in a private home.  
 

Groups are guided by lay leaders of SELC who have participated in leadership training with Pastor Mark 

and continue to be supported by the Pastor.  
 

Each Grace Group centers on four elements of Christian discipleship:  

Fellowship – fostering authentic relationships through personal conversation  

Prayer – deepening communion with God and others through sharing our hearts  

Bible Study – growing in God’s word through devotional reading of Scripture  

Service – acting for the good of our neighbors by embracing opportunities to serve  
 

To join the Grace Group Jim Cleven is leading, Thursdays, 8:30- 10 am,  or for more information, 

please contact Pastor Mark Perry at pastor@selcaz.org, or call at (520) 459-0444, or contact Jim Cleven at 

eaglelope@cox.net, or call at (520) 678-0414.  

 

 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE! 
 

For a number of years Hanna Cannon has been a faithful servant organizing the pews and pulling the 

attendance sheets every Monday morning. She will be giving up that “job” and we are looking for 

someone to take over that ministry.  Please call the office for more information if interested in this 

important work. 

 

http://www.ptsd.va.gov/
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Hanna has also been the SELC recycle guru.  She collects the recycled items from the bins around the 

church and deposits them into the blue dumpster in the parking lot.  If the environment and recycling are 

important to you, call the office to volunteer for this important ministry. 

 

 

FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR 

 

The SELC Choir finished its season on May 27th with its interpretation of the Ralph Vaughn Williams 

arrangement of the classic hymn “Old Hundredth,” also known as “Praise God from Whom all Blessings 

Flow.” We had a special guest musician, Stephen Miles, on trumpet and the congregation joined in 

singing several verses.  Our singers are scheduled for a traditional three month break, and due to start our 

next choir season starting in September.  For all those who would be interested, we are seeking to add 

members to the choir.  The important thing to consider:  The Lutheran Church has always been referred to 

as the “Singing Church,” an accurate description for which we can thank our founder, Martin Luther. 
 

Many of our choir are music readers, but it is not mandatory.  A portion of our members are not trained 

singers - but they just love to sing.  All are invited - any questions, get in touch with me, Gerald Brown, at 

geraldbrown0@icloud.com, or by phone at 520-234-6565.  We look forward to increasing choir 

membership. 
 

 

The SELC Bell Choir made a re-appearance with a special Prelude interpretation of our cherished “Old 

Hundredth” anthem.  We are blessed with a wonderful full set of the finest quality bells at church and 

want to make full use of them once again.  Anybody that might be interested in joining our Lutheran Bell 

Choir, please express your interest.  Call or text Gerald Brown at 520-234-6565.  

 

 (Psalm 100:  “Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.”)       

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

IT IS BUNCO TIME AGAIN 

 

It will be June 16th at 6:30 in the Fellowship Hall.  Come and join the fun.  Enjoy popcorn and lemonade 

with your friends.  Need more information about this game that is played with 3 dice at each table?  Call 

Marilyn Hewitt at 459-4746.  Hope to see you there.   

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Please send article submissions for the July Messenger to admin@selcaz.org.  Articles are due into the 

church office No Later than Thursday, June 21.  For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or 

email: admin@selcaz.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:geraldbrown0@icloud.com
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JUNE 2018 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 

12 pm Senior 
Games and Pizza 
 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 
 

7:30 pm 
Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

2 

 
8 am Men's Prayer 

Breakfast 

3 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship / HS Grad 

Quilts 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 
In-Home 

Communion 

11:45 Sr Hi 
Tombstone w/ 

Intern 

3:30 Prestige 
Assisted Living 

Service 

4 

 

5:30 pm 

Evangelism Team 

Meeting 

5 

 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

 

10 am Youth 
Summer Movie  

 

7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

6 

 

9 am Bible Study 

 

11 am Fellowship 

Team Meeting 
 

5:30 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

7 

 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

 

9 am Worship and 
Music Meeting 

 

2 pm Jr/Sr Hi Pool 
Party 

 

7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

8 

 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

 
7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

9 

10 

8 &10:45 am 
Worship 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 
 

In-Home 
Communion 

 

12 pm Faith 
Formation/Youth 

Ministry Team 

Luncheon 
 

4:00 PM Young 
Adult Gathering 

11 

 
 

12 

 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

 

1 pm Dorcas 

Circle  

 
7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

13 

 
9 am Bible Study 

 

10 Youth 

Homeless Project 

 

11 am Shepherd's 
Fold Board 

Meeting  

 
5:30 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

 

14 

 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

 

Grand Canyon 

Synod Assembly 

 
 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 
 

15 

 
Grand Canyon 

Synod Assembly 
 

6 pm Wine, 

Women & the 
Word Book Club 
 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 
7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

16 

 
Grand Canyon 

Synod Assembly 

 

 

 

6:30 PM Bunco 
Party 

17 

 
8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

 
9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

18 

 

19 

7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
 

9:30 am Martha 

Circle 
 

10 am Summer 

Movie Trip 
 

4 pm Good 
Neighbor Alliance 

Meal Prep 
 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

20 

 
9 am Bible Study 

 

1 pm Priscilla 
Circle 

 

5:30 pm Partners 
in Praise Practice 

21 

 
Messenger 

Deadline for July 

 
7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

 
6:30 pm SELC 

Council Meeting 

 
7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

22 

 
5 pm Sr. High 

Retreat 

 
 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 
Lessons 

 

7:30 pm 
Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

23 

 
10 am- 4 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved 

24 

 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 
 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

25 26 

 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 
 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

27 

 

National Youth 

Gathering starts 
 

9 am Bible Study 

 

5:30 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

28 

 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 
 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

29 

 

 

6 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

30 

 


