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FROM PASTOR MARK 
 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace, goodwill among people!’” – 

Luke 2:14-15 
 

“If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.” – Romans 12:18 
 
 

We are just wrapping up our celebration of the birth of the “Prince of Peace” (Is. 9:6) and moving 
into the season of the revealing (Epiphany) the meaning of the coming of that Prince.  Christ 
indeed brings peace to this world, especially the “peace that passes all understanding” that 
begins in our hearts as we experience the reconciliation and forgiveness He creates between us 
and God.  Because we worship that Prince of Peace and seek to live out that reality, we can be 
those who help others live out that reality more and more in all our lives. 
 
There is an erosion of peace in our country.  A deterioration of the ability to “live peaceably with 
all.”  Many people can’t seem to have civil, reasoned conversation with those who have differing 
opinions, especially, in but not limited to, political disagreements.  Visceral emotion explodes 
into violent words and actions.  Trying to listen and understand takes a far back seat to making 
sure one’s particular viewpoint “wins” over others.  Progress towards effective solutions to 
thorny social and political problems is hijacked by demonizing the “other.” 
 
If there’s one particular “New Year’s Resolution” I pray that Christians follow this year, it is that 
we seek to model that Roman’s admonition, “live peaceably with all.”  Especially with fellow 
believers but also with all people, no matter their faith or lack of faith background.  Patiently 
listening, calmly sharing our own thoughts and beliefs, summing up what we think we hear 
others say, and, most of all, remembering that no matter how different the “other” is from us in 
opinion and belief, they, too, are beloved by God and those for whom Christ died.  
 
This modeling can happen in our everyday interactions in public, in our households, in our 
church, and online.  If we need to vent, doing it online is dangerous because it can never be 
moderated or taken back.  Find other safe places to release frustration and anger.  Or channel it 
into constructive action and advocacy.  Always remember that there’s truth the way one person 
sees it, truth the way another person sees it, and then the actual truth that is often somewhere 
in the middle. 
 
Peace.  It begins in the heart where Christ dwells.  It emanates from there into our words and 
deeds.  It spreads to others as we summon the courage and boldness to counter hateful energy 
with loving words and calm presence.  Indeed, “let there be peace on earth, and let it begin with 
me.’ 
 
 
Your fellow servant in Christ, 
Pastor Mark Perry 
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ANNUAL MEETING – JANUARY 28, 2018 
 
All SELC members are asked to attend our Annual Congregational Meeting to be held Sunday, 
January 28, 2018, in the sanctuary, at about 11:15 am, following combined the 10:00 am 
worship service.  We’ll be voting on new leaders, including Council members, our 2018 
Mission Plan Budget, and have opportunity to discuss Congregational reports.  The 2017 
Annual Report will be available to pick up from the narthex or church office starting January 14, 
2018.  Please contact current Council President, Tim Dickerson, with any questions.   
 

 
2018 COMMITMENTS NEEDED 

 
It’s not too late to turn in your 2018 Commitment Cards and Time/Talent surveys if you haven’t 
already!  We rely on these to help us determine what kind of support we have for the exciting 
and life-changing ministries we are planning for the new year.  Please pick one up in the 
Narthex or from the church office if you didn’t already turn it in or send it in at your earliest 
convenience.  (Please note that all financial commitments are held in strict confidence by our 
Financial Secretary). 
 

 
SELC’s NEW WEBSITE 

 
We’re excited to announce that our new website, www.SELCAZ.org, is now live!  We think you 
will be pleased with the new format which is easier to navigate, while still providing all of the 
information you will need to stay connected with what is happening at SELC.  If you have any 
questions or comments, please contact Leslie McCourt at mccourtleslie@gmail.com. 
 

 
ADULT EDUCATION 

 
Epiphany Bible Study: Jesus, The Great “I Am” 

 
Join us in Sunday Adult classes in January 2018 as we study the seven great “I Am” sayings of 
Jesus (John 6:35, 8:12, 10:7, 10:11, 11:25, 14:6 and 15:1) as well as other descriptions of Who 
Jesus Is from John and other gospels.  Epiphany is the season of the revealing of Jesus’ identity 
in the world and in mission.  We will learn more about how that comes to light in the gospels in 
this Season of Light.   
 
(Note:  Wednesday Bible Studies conclude our Romans study January 10th or 17th and then 
we’ll pick a new topic or book.  No Wednesday study 1/3/18). 
 

 
COUNCIL NEWS 

 

 Approved the installation of security film on critical doors and windows at an estimated 
cost of $2,600. 

 Planned for the Congregational Business Meeting to be held on Sunday, January 28, 
2018, at 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

http://www.selcaz.org/
http://mccourtleslie@gmail.com/
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FAITH FORMATION FOCUS FOR ALL! 
News & Updates from Linda Perry – Dir. of Faith Formation 

lindap@sierralutheran.org 
 

 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

 
I Pray God brings new joys, blessings and sacred moments to you all connecting in and with our 
Savior, Jesus Christ!  2017 was a full and adventurous year with the blessing of being able to 
serve in ministry with the adults, youth and children of SELC!  We stepped out into new waters 
of Cross Generational moments together as we shared monthly times of G.I.F.T – Growing In 
Faith Together, and I for one will surely say it was a gift to be with those who so openly gave of 
their time and hearts in these mornings together. I have heard from several of all ages, that they 
too found it to be a gift and special blessing. I pray we will continue to share in these special 
faith formation hours together and that those who have not yet given it a try will do so in the 
spirit of adventure that I believe Jesus invites us all to partake in!  For as Martin Luther so 
eloquently reminds us in one of his Advent Meditations we reflected on last month; “Of what 
benefit would it be to me if Christ had been born a thousand times, and it would daily be sung 
into my ears in a most heavenly manner, if I were never to hear he was born for me and was to 
be my very own?  Just like the shepherds, no one is to hear the Gospel for himself alone, but 
everyone is to tell it to others who are not acquainted with it.  We should endeavor to bring 
others such faith and knowledge, so that one may be a shepherd of the other, to wait upon and 
lead him to the pasture of the Gospel of this world.”  

 
Young Adult, Youth & Cross Generational Ministry Moments 

 
Sr. High L.I.F.T - Leaping In Faith Together -12:30 pm & Confirmation -2:30 pm every 
Thursday.  Meet in the Youth Rooms.  We will resume our regular schedule on January 4th!   
Join us for an inspiring time together learning about our Lutheran roots and faith, diving into the 
Word of God and sharing our highs and lows. 
 
January 7 - Young Adult (19 yrs. to 30+ yrs.) Christmas/Epiphany Party – 6:30 p.m. – 8:30 

p.m. at the home of Pastor Mark & Linda Perry – 2136 Cherry Hills Drive.  This will take the 

place of our Grace Group that would normally meet on January 7 and is a reschedule of 

the party originally planned in December.  Due to illness we had to move the date!  Join us 

for some Christmas cheer, snacks, desserts, fun, fireside conversation and maybe even some 

games!  Bring a White Elephant gift to exchange for some crazy fun!  Please RSVP to Linda 

Perry if attending by calling the Church Office -459-0444 or at lindap@sierralutheran.org or just 

RSVP on the Evite you hopefully received. 

January 13 – Youth Connects Retreat – 8:30 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. – Christ Lutheran Vail – 

Several youth have already registered, but if you missed signing up, see Linda Perry as there 

may still be room.  Cost is covered by our SELC Youth Funds.   

The National Youth Gathering Update - Houston, TX – June 27 to July 1!    All registrations 
have been submitted.  We have 7 youth going.  You can still go if you are willing to cover a $40 
late fee now that the Early Bird Deadline has passed.  Talk to Linda Perry if still interested but 
do so ASAP, as we are close to securing our airline seats that are currently being held for us by 
American Airlines!  

mailto:lindap@sierralutheran.org
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Tirosh Is Coming!  February 22 -24 – Registration has already begun!  So it’s not too early 
to plan for this and get registered.  This is a free and amazing gift to you that will inspire and 
ignite your faith! This is the teen version of Via De Cristo on adrenaline! It is for all youth 9th 
Grade to 20 years old. Last year’s participants just loved it and found it to be a powerful and 
transformational weekend.  Please see Linda Perry for more information or to get an information 
packet with registration.  Even though it is still months away, early registration is very helpful to 
the person who will sponsor you!  You will need to be excused from school on Friday the 23rd.  
This is Rodeo Break Weekend in Tucson and for all TUSD students. 

 

 
WOMEN OF SELC NEWS 

 
"Enjoy serving the Lord, and he will give you what you want" Psalm 37:4 NIV 

 
We send a special thank-you to Yunee Cha for her time and hard work serving as a Co-
Convener for the W-SELC! 

__________________________ 
 

Thankoffering Sunday 
The total offerings received from Thankoffering Sunday is $2,570! 

Thank you all for your generous donations in support of a variety of God’s work. 
__________________________ 

 
The SWELCA Board has an opening to serve our Lord Jesus as the Secretary for the 2018-
2019 term.  Main responsibilities would include attending board meetings and record minutes, 
including a final copy for approval and distribution, publishing upcoming dates, articles and 
notices for the Bulletin and "The Messenger" within timelines.  Our monthly meetings are on the 
2nd Sunday of each month following the 10:45 service in the Music Room.  There are two 
Annual W-SELC Meetings in September and January.  Anyone who feels the calling to serve 
and/or knows of someone who may be interested please contact Lisa Sherry at 520-255-6559 
or lisa.sherry0917@gmail.com. 

__________________________ 
 
Mark your Calendars for Upcoming Events: 
 
GRAND CANYON WOMEN’S MINISTRIES GATHER BIBLE STUDY EVENT - Saturday, 
February 10, 2018 from 9 am to 3 pm -Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church - 15820 W. Clearview 
Blvd, Surprise AZ -Join us to hear Rev. Mark Allan Powell, the author of our Winter 2018 Gather 
Bible Study (January – April issues).  Mark is a Professor of New Testament at Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary, and a distinguished author.  We will be exploring the New Testament through the 
eyes of the characters in the stories we think we know so well… a new way of hearing the Word! 
There will be coffee and a continental breakfast beginning at 8:30 am.  Register online at 
https://grandcanyonsynodwomen.regfox.com/2018-gather-event by January 31.  Your $35 
registration includes breakfast and lunch.  Or, you can contact Lisa Sherry at 255-6559 or 
lisa.sherry0917@gmail.com with questions or if you would like a paper registration form!  
 
W-SELC Board Meeting - January 14th, following 2nd service in the Music Room. 
 
Women's Annual Breakfast and Business meeting – January 27th at 9:00 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
 

Spotlight on Ministry:  Potter’s Hands Outreach Ministries 
 

Potter’s Hands Outreach Ministries is a multiple church, Christ centered, 501C3 organization in 
Sierra Vista, AZ whose purpose is to assist homeless and formerly homeless people to help 
themselves.  Many of you are aware that Potter’s Hand uses the Sierra Lutheran Fellowship Hall 
to serve hot meals once a month during the months of November, December and January.  
However, you may not be aware of the other services this ministry provides.   
 

During the month of November, Potter’s Hands:    

 Fed a hot meal to approximately 85 guests and 30 servers/helpers. 

 Delivered an average of 38 weekly sack lunches to the homeless. 

 Began distributing long sleeve shirts, sweatshirts, coats, gloves and stocking caps. 

 Provided 4 tents, 6 sleeping bags, 2 tarps and 2 water jugs. 

 Distributed $5 McDonald gift cards, shower coupons and bus passes. 

 Delivered canned food. 

 Made multiple trips to pick up prescriptions, deliver mail, take care of banking needs, pay 
bills and dispose of trash at the county transfer station. 

 Coordinated with DES representatives to obtain a same day food certification. 

 Delivered a low-income application and added new people to their lunch route  

 Collected donations. 
o Currently needed are men’s white athletic (tube) socks, rolls of toilet paper, jars of 

creamy or chunky peanut butter (16 oz. size is perfect!), brown jersey gloves, sweaters 
/ sweatshirts, warm caps, 3-gal plastic water bottle, AA & AAA batteries and fast food 
coupons. 

 Made multiple phone calls to:   
o Resolve bill issues and contact pharmacies and doctor’s offices to sort out prescription 

problems.   
o Reorder and deliver prescription medication. 
o Set up medical appointments and arrange AHCCCS transport for appointments located in 

Tucson. 
o Straighten out cable and utility issues for a formerly homeless couple. 

 

If you would like to volunteer, or obtain more information about the Potter’s Hands Outreach 
Ministry, please contact Sue Potts (520-269-8462), Bob Potts (520-269-8732), or Jim Cleven 
(520-678-0414).  Our next hot meal will be served in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, January 
21st at 2:30 pm.  Please come join us to help serve, visit with guests or just observe this 
wonderful ministry in action.   
 

P.S. Potter’s Hands is one of the ministries where we support the homeless and less fortunate 
people in our community in addition to supporting the Good Neighbor Alliance, Peaches Pantry, 
St Vincent DePaul Food Bank and the Salvation Army who all have similar goals. 

 

 

LADRILLO PROJECT UPDATE 
 

Our church is joining the Tucson based Agua Prieta Shelters to build another home in Agua 
Prieta, Mexico.  Next workdays are Sat Jan 13th and Sat Feb 3rd.  
If you would like to join in a day trip to work on a home, please contact Christie Brown at 378-
5141 or brownchristie1@gmail.com 
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ALTAR GUILD NEWS 
 
The new 2018 Flower Chart is up in the Narthex on the bulletin board ready for you to print your 
sign up requests for flowers and Eternal candles.  An arrangement is $22.00 each and it is the 
practice of the church to bring that arrangement to someone who is hospitalized or ill at home 
recuperating to bless them and let them know that they are being prayed for.  The Eternal Light 
Candles are $25.00 for the month.  Your check can be made out to SELC Altar Guild and please 
use only the envelopes found in the box next to the flower chart for your requests and 
payments.  These envelopes may be placed in the offering plate or in the Altar Guild mailbox. 
 
The Altar Guild Chair for 2018 is Becky Randall.  The Altar Guild would like to thank Ruth Britton 
for serving as flower chair for 2017.  We had many changes that she managed to take care of 
gracefully and we totally THANK HER! 
 

 
 

BUNCO NIGHT IS COMING AGAIN! 
 

Join us Saturday, January 20th at 6:30 in Fellowship Hall.  Requirements: Ability to throw 3 dice 
at a time and count the dots on the dice.  Easy to follow directions will be given to everyone who 
comes. Bring a snack to share if you would like.  We will have popcorn and lemonade there.  
This is a time to have fun with your friends and to make new friends.  Come join us.  Call Marilyn 
Hewitt at 459-4746 if you want more information. 

 

 
GOOD NEIGHBOR ALLIANCE 

 
We need cooks for the 3rd Tuesday of each month.  Our homeless families are so very thankful 
for a nutritious supper.  Our blessed cooks are so wonderful for helping out.  A blue sign-up 
sheet is in the narthex.  For more information call Penny Crane at 459-0546. 
 

 
SALUTE TO VETERANS 

 
St. Francis: Journey of a Wounded Warrior For Veterans and Active Duty Service Members  
 

Friday, March 2, 2018 – Sunday, March 4, 2018 
Retreat Leaders - Greg Masiello, PhD;  Rev. Dr. Bill Reese;  Fr. Conrad A. Targonski, OFM, 
CAPT, CHC, USN (retired).  
 
This retreat for veterans is designed to offer healing insights from one of the most beloved but 
misunderstood saints. Most people don’t know that St. Francis was a prisoner of war who faced 
a number of hardships and challenges before having a profound religious experience. In 
untangling the paradox of his life, explore how the call of the warrior intersects with the call of 
spirituality.  
 
The challenges confronting veterans from the life of a saint who rose from the ashes of combat 
to become an icon of peace will be examined. With this goal in mind, the life of St. Francis is 
examined through the eyes of Joseph Campbell’s The Hero’s Journey and Harry Moody’s Five 
Stages of the Soul. Personal Spiritual Direction will be available.  
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Retreat fee including meals, with lodging $240 single, $175 double per person. This retreat is 
supported by a grant from the AZ Community Foundation. Scholarships are available for any 
veteran with need. Check-in Friday, 5:00 – 6:00 pm; Dinner, 6:00 pm. Retreat concludes 
Sunday, 1:00 pm after lunch. Pre-registration required.  
 
The Franciscan Renewal Center is located at 5802 E. Lincoln Drive, Scottsdale, AZ 85253.  
Transportation can be arranged for a limited number of participants from Sierra Vista. 
 
If would like to attend or know someone who might be interested, contact Jim Cleven, email – 
eaglelope@cox.net or phone-520-678-0414. 
 

 
 

Reflections of Germany- Oct 25-Nov 4, 2017 
By George Pohlman and Dotti Wellman 

 
Riding in the bus, looking out at the precise patchwork of fields - some green, some still growing 
crops was like looking at quilts, with corners neatly trimmed and no wasted selvage. 
 
The Guttenberg museum with a “hands- on” printing demonstration (thanks to Dave Dechant) 
was the precursor to viewing original bibles, some illuminated, some beautifully hand colored. 
The several Farmers Markets were a joy to behold: sausages, cheeses, flowers, spices and 
more. 
 
It was a poignant moment on Oct 31, in the Castle Church, to have the Puerto Rican president 
of the World Federation, lead the service.  It struck me as ironic that Luther wanted to purify the 
church, and currently, after 3 hurricanes destroyed their island, Puerto Ricans wanted to be 
acknowledged as US citizens, not an occupied territory. 
 
The friendliness of our group, the diversity of ages and perspectives added zest to the trip. 
Worship was not limited to a Catholic service, a Lutheran service or our “This is the Day” on the 
bus.  Our guide, Tim, and bus driver, Robert, enriched us every day, with historical perspectives 
and the safest ride through many tight streets! 
 
Frosting on the trip for us, and I think for the others, was the day spent with former Interns John 
and Sunnive Foerster and their dear friends, Otto and Klaudia Hoefer.  Further joy was Dechant 
friend Hans, who also joined our jolly group. 
 
The whole trip was a meaningful time of personal reflection.  As George commented, “It was a 
religious retreat in the best of ways, sort of a modern Canterbury Tales! 
 

mailto:eaglelope@cox.net

