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PASTOR PERRY’S LETTER 

 

All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 

which means, ‘God is with us.’ 

- Matthew 1:22-23 

 

“Emmanuel.”  One of the most important words in the entire bible.   “God with us.”  What we contemplate, 

anticipate and celebrate through Advent and Christmas is the belief that the Maker of the Universe, the 

Stirrer of the Stars, the Author of all Awe becomes a fragile, completely dependent human baby, part of the 

very creation He created.  The Christmas joy we talk about flows from this reality:   Almighty God, Source 

of All Love, becomes one of us, grows up just like we do, walks among us and reveals the Heart of the 

Father more fully and more completely than anything or anyone else ever could or would (John 14:7).   

 

In a world that feels chaotic, confusing, and crushing to so many, we whisper with awe and proclaim in song 

that God is actually, literally, physically, spiritually, powerfully, mysteriously WITH us.   For all those who 

feel abandoned, alone or isolated, we offer the message unique among all religions that Holy Presence IS 

truly present.   No matter how detached or distant we may feel, Divine Love surrounds us, permeates our 

existence, and penetrates our hearts- if we allow it.    

 

Even the tiniest glimpses of this reality in our lives, personally or communally, is enough to make us catch 

our breaths.  Just experiencing a portion of the “God-Withness” is enough to bring joy and a peace that 

passes all understanding.   And it so often comes unbidden and unexpected, which itself is evidence of the 

grace in which God’s presence is conveyed.    

 

My prayer for all of us this season is that, perhaps through quietness and contemplation, as well as through 

action and activity, we will grow in our deep trust of this Divine Presence with us always, will share more 

freely with one another our moments and milestones of realizing its truth, and will more and more become, 

both as individuals and as this community of faith, conveyers and communicators of God’s love.  That, 

through our caring, our compassion, our service and our celebrations, we become those who ourselves are 

living examples of “God with us” – Emmanuel – to others. 
 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mark Perry   

 

 

The December Messenger - 2019 
Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Website: www.selcaz.org – E-mail: admin@selcaz.org - 520-459-0444 

101 N. Lenzner Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
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“THE LIGHT SHINES IN THE DARKNESS” 

 

Let the light of Christmas joy shine in our life together in the darkness of our world  

as we worship the coming of the Christ child in these special services: 

 

12/24 Christmas Eve  

4:00 p.m. – Cross+Generational Worship 

Children are invited to put on costumes and bring up tokens to the Baby Jesus 

Holy Communion offered  

 

8:00 p.m. – Traditional Candlelight Communion and Carols 

Choir leads us in joyful worship 

(Childcare provided) 

 

12/25 Christmas Day 

10:00 a.m. - Holy Communion, Carols and Contemplation 

 

(Note: 8:00 am and 10:45 am Worship Services held as usual on 12/22 and 12/29, 

with Faith Formation hour on 12/22 but not on 12/29) 

Invite your family and friends! 
 

               
 

Important information about the 4 pm Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Worship Service: 

Children will have the opportunity to participate in this service. Your child can wear a “costume” and bring a gift 

forward for the baby Jesus at a special time during the worship service. We are handing out the “costume” 

options ahead of time, so you have the chance to talk with your child about what their choice might be to speed 

up the process that evening. Look at the choices below and have your child pick a couple of them (in case their 

first choice is already gone, they won’t be too disappointed and go with their second choice!) Please arrive in the 

Narthex between 3:30 and 3:45 on Christmas Eve so you have time to get the headpiece on before finding your 

seat in worship. We will have a few adults in the Narthex to assist you. Here are the choices: 

• Animal headpieces: bring blankets and camels to the manger 

• Mary and Joseph headpieces: bring hearts to the manger 

• Angel headpieces: bring musical instruments or musical notes to the manger 

• Shepherd headpieces: bring sheep to the manger 

• Crowns: bring the offering baskets (after the offering is taken) to the manger 

 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS 
Thursday, December 5th at 9:00 am 

 
The Altar Guild will be preparing the Sanctury for all of our Christmas Services by putting the 
Christmas Tree up and decorating the Sanctury and Narthex. We have beautiful new Chrismons to 
place on the tree this year.  

All are invited to join in this wonderful time of fellowship a preparation for Christ birth! 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiouI-HwPLeAhWorVQKHWkwB20QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.fg-a.com/christmasborders.shtml&psig=AOvVaw1brPpB5-cI-ICgDidJ4xZv&ust=1543336873245714
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“TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY: A MIDWEEK ADVENT SERIES” 

Wednesdays, 12/4, 12/11, 12/18/2019 – 10:15 am & 6:30 pm 

 

The holiday season can stir deep emotions within each of us. Many children greet the advent of Christmas 

with joy and excitement, whereas those who have lost loved ones during the past year may find great sadness 

in the very same event. Thankfully, our God meets us wherever we are, both physically and emotionally. 

This Advent series gives voice to the complex situations and emotions with which we greet the coming 

Messiah and uses the reactions of those who first received the news of Jesus’ birth (Zechariah, Joseph, & 

Mary) to do so. These services acknowledge responses of fear, confusion, doubt, and curiosity, while the 

coming of Jesus promises comfort and joy for all of us. 

 Weekly Themes: Week 1: The Angel Speaks to Zechariah’s Fear (Luke 1:5-20) 

 Week 2: The Angel Speaks to Joseph’s Confusion (Matthew 1:18-25) 

 Week 3: The Angel Speaks to Mary’s Doubt (Luke 1:26-38) 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK AND CAROL SING 

December 8th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Bring your own Christmas place setting and utensils and of course a dish to 

share. We will supply the beverages. Billie Hayes will be at the piano! This 

is always a wonderful evening of preparation for the celebration of our 

Savior’s birth.  

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAROLING OUTREACH WITH PIZZA PARTY AFTER!! 

DECEMBER 22 – 2:00 PM 

 

Meet at the church parking lot at 2:00 for an afternoon of singing, fun, and fellowship.  We will be caroling 

to our shut ins and at care centers to share the Christmas Spirit in song.  About 4:00 we will return to the 

Fellowship Hall for PIZZA, mulled cider and hot chocolate!  Please sign up after services on the patio, 

December 8 & 15, so we know how many to plan for pizza, beverages and transportation.  Bring a dozen of 

your favorite holiday cookies to enjoy after we eat if you'd like. 

 

Come, Sing, Meet New Friends, Enjoy the Christmas Season with Us. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 

 

The Altar Guild is asking for $10 donations to purchase approximately twenty poinsettia plants 

to celebrate our “Treasured” members, members who are unable to attend on a regular basis. 

The plants will be placed in the sanctuary for Christmas and delivered after Christmas Day. 

We are asking for assistance with delivering the plants. There will be a signup sheet in the 

narthex. You will be both a blessing and blessed by this experience.  

 

Since the number of poinsettias will be limited, you may also choose to give a “Love 

Donation” of your choice. Your donation will be used to fund a future remodeling of the 

narthex bathroom to make it ADA accessible.  

 

Your donation can be made in “Honor of” or in “Memory of” those you choose to 

acknowledge. Please use a “Poinsettia/Love Donation” envelope found in the narthex to 

make your donation.  
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL PRESIDENTS REPORT 

 

The council met on 21 November 2019, the following are some of the items discussed and we voted on two 

items: the 2020 Proposed Mission Plan and a new at large liaison to the Faith Formation team as well as 

youth representative (Liliana Dicks will replace Sevanah Urias as she must step down due to her intense 

work schedule, thank you Sevanah for your time serving on the council): 

 

1. First we reviewed the new Landscaping Development presented by Sandy Urlie under the 

Ministry Priority Objectives to improve the property.  More information will follow but we 

are confident that we are heading in the right direction and pray for any volunteers that want 

to help to please contact Sandy. 

2. Also under the Ministry Priority Objectives of Improve Property the ADA ramp is 

completed!  Hallelujah.  Now we are working currently on the ADA sidewalk access by the 

Narthex steps. Thank you all again for all your hard work and support.  The next project for 

consideration and financing is turning the bathroom in the Narthex into an ADA compliant 

bathroom.  Currently a wheel chair cannot even fit through the door of the current bathroom 

and it cannot be widened per code.  It must be redesigned and that is what the team is 

working on.  Your donations are blessings and much needed. 

3. Help please… I have two personal requests from my heart, both Doug Hamp and I need 

help on the nominating committee.  The constitution requires two members of the council 

(that’s us) and three from the congregation, we have nobody right now.  Please consider 

volunteering your time to help us.  Lastly, we need for someone to step forward as next 

year’s President as I’m stepping down after two years due to my work requirements.  There 

is also a need for a VP and one Deacon for next year.  Please prayerfully consider these 

requests. 

4. I also want to personally thank everyone for using the gifts that God has given you for His 

Glory.  Please thank Sandy Urlie, Anna Bratlien, and Jane Strain for the area beautification 

of the campus, thank Christie Brown for all the painting around the campus and in the 

sanctuary; this all looks amazing.  And for fear that I’ve missed a few names, from my 

heart, THANK YOU ALL who have supported and assisted in caring about God’s house of 

worship and prayer.  It definitely shows… 

5. In addition to the above Council actions, our Executive Committee (which also serves as 

Personnel Committee) reluctantly accepted the resignation of our Music Director, Jess 

Barrera, effective Nov. 24, 2019.   We thank Deb Koltveit and Sunny Fichtl for stepping up 

to direct the Cantata and Choir during the interim, as well as Vickie Kiser for helping out 

with music selections for 10:45 am and other help.   We anticipate starting a search process 

again after the first of the year.    

 

 

God Bless and may the peace of Christ be with you all. 

 

Larry Rewis 

President, SELC Congregation Council 

 



5 

 

FROM INTERN PASTOR PAUL BENZ 

 

“Whatever you do unto the least of these you do unto me.” 

-Matthew 25 

 

When was the last time something happened to you, an inexplicable event, placing you at just the place and 

just the time to witness or be the primary driving force in a situation of great importance?  Our siblings of the 

secular point of view and way of life might use the word “coincidence” to describe such an event where we 

might Cite this as an example of the unmistakable reality of God’s activity in our life. 

 

Twice this week I witnessed and responded to such God incidents.  Sunday during GIFT I went to get a cup 

of coffee and found Hector who had been given a bag of food by one of our saints and was crying and 

distraught.  As I listened to him not one, but two other members came at different times to show care for this 

child of God in need.  When those showing signs of mental illness come to this hospital for sinners this 

house of prayer, I am filled with gratitude that they are received with love.  Then Friday I made a routine 

round to the ICU.  There was no call, no specific request for a chaplain.  And yet in approaching a door in 

the hallway where much activity was centered, I heard the words, “He could really use it.” They looked to 

me as their patient was preparing for eternal birth with no family or friend by his side.  I prayed with this 

man and laid hands on him blessing him in his final minutes of earthly life and only afterward realized this 

moment was not planned by me nor requested by the medical staff.  To view this as mere coincidence for me 

is to embrace a view of life that offers only accidents and chaos to humans who need meaning, purpose and 

connection.  The way the nurses thanked me affirmed the love and gratitude.  

 

Gratitude is something we celebrate at thanksgiving with food and family.  We trace our tradition back to the 

kindness shown to pilgrims by the Native Tribes of modern-day Massachusetts.  We have a chance to honor 

our Native neighbors right here in Arizona, which many in this church have done throughout the years and 

continue to do.  In the coming months I pray that you might join me in my internship project developed to 

partner with and serve the Navajo people of Rock Point (July 5-12, 2020) where there has been a Lutheran 

mission present since 1951.  If you are interested in this project email me at intern@selcaz.org. 

 

What can we take out of our daily life to allow space for Christ to enter?  Christ’s arrival in our life is the 

central focal point of Advent.  We often make physical changes in our homes and churches for Christmas 

decorations and audio changes with Christmas music.  What changes in our daily routines will allow us to 

create space for the Christ child, a Palestinian Jew living in a land occupied by an empire?  This small baby, 

vulnerable, born to a peasant girl, who would shortly after his birth become a refugee fleeing violence in his 

homeland for the generous safety of a neighboring nation.  If we look carefully at our daily lives, we are 

invited to ask, “Where and how can I make room for Christ so that he may take hold and become the center 

of my life?”  “What is something I can let go of and change to shift my focus on the Christ?”  “How am I 

making my own country like the Egypt that harbored the Mary Jesus and Joseph some 2,000 years ago?”  

“What if Egypt had built a wall to keep Christ and his family out?” 

 

-Your Brother In Christ 

 

 

 

 

 

Intern Pastor Paul Benz 
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MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

It’s hard to believe that September and October are gone, and that November practically over.  And that 

means that it’s Thanksgiving, Advent, Cantata, and Christmas time.  The choir joined the Methodist choir at 

the annual Thanksgiving Eve Ecumenical service held at the Sierra Vista United Methodist Church.   

 

On Sunday, December 15th, the choir will present its Christmas Cantata, CHRISTMAS 

DREAMS, by Joseph Martin and Heather Sorenson.  We are hard at work and would love 

to have you join us as we prepare this beautiful piece of music.   All singers are welcome 

and needed and what better way to get into the holiday spirit than sharing your talent and 

time as we celebrate birth of Baby Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  It’s Not Too Late!  See you 

on Wednesdays at 7:00!  If not…. we know you will enjoy and appreciate the message the 

choir, directed by Deb Koltveit and accompanied by Billie Hayes along with other 

musicians from the community, has prepared for you 

 

Merry Christmas from Sunny Fichtl and Deb Koltveit 

 

 

TEACHER APPRECIATION AND SUPPLY DRIVE 

 

Ever since this past July, I (Linda Radwick) have been praying for our school system and especially our 

teachers. I had heard some disturbing talk about the teachers not being surrounded with the necessary support 

that they need in the classroom to make that effective difference. In my prayers, I kept saying what can I do? 

A few of us decided that we can make that difference by letting our local teachers know who much we love 

and appreciate them. Our idea was to serve “Love and Lunch on Lenzner”. Lenzner has 3 schools on it, 

Town and Country, Joyce Clark and Bella Vista. Starting with Town and Country, we will be buying and 

delivering and serving lunch to the staff on Tuesday, November 26th, starting at 10:30 Am when the staff 

begin staggering lunch periods. When I approached Thrivent Financial with this idea, I added they need 

some supplies, such as electric pencil sharpeners, regular hand staplers, copy paper and tissues. Thrivent was 

excited about us serving lunch and having a teacher supply drive. And so an ACTION TEAM has begun. 

Now we need to inspire you all to join in. We are collecting items for the classroom and monetary donations 

to serve our local schools lunch and supplies. Won’t you join in? A bin is in the Narthex to place your 

donations.   

 

Action Team: Linda Radwick, Carol Jordahl, Carl McCourt, Linda Perry.  

 

 

UPCOMING ADULT EDUCATION AT SELC: 

 

“The Apocalypse:  Controversies and Meaning In Western History” is the topic we’ll be studying in our 

Wednesday morning classes, 9-10 am, in the Music Room, starting November 27th, featuring renowned 

Professor of New Testament at Luther Seminary, Dr. Craig Koester, as the presenter via DVD segments that 

start each class, followed by discussion led by Pastor Perry or Intern Pastor Benz.  The length of the course 

will depend on the interests of the class.  

 

Our Sunday adult class continues our discussion of the booklet, “Responding to God’s Grace.”  For more 

information on either class, please contact Pastor Perry at the church office. 
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FAITH FORMATION SCHEDULE - DECEMBER 2019 & JANUARY 2020  

 

Dec. Faith Formation: 

1 – Classes for all ages w/first of month opening and celebration of Dec. Birthdays & Anniversaries 

8 – Classes for all ages 

15 –G.I.F.T. – 10:30 a.m. following the 9:00 a.m. Cantata.  Light breakfast snacks will be served. 

22 – Classes for all ages 

29 – NO F.F. Classes! 

 

January Faith Formation: 

5 – Epiphany Sunday!  Classes for all ages w/first of the month opening w/Jan. Birthdays & Anniversaries 

12 – Classes for all ages 

19 – G.I.F.T.  

26 – Classes for all ages 

 

 

LINDA PERRY 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s 

Ministry Moments 

 

 

May the joy and anticipation of this Advent season prepare your hearts and homes for the coming of the Christ 

child, the greatest Gift to us all!   I pray that Jesus’ love, light and grace shines forth in all your days and that you 

extend that living light and love to all!  Advent blessings and Merry Christmas! YOU are ALL the best gifts of 

the season!  
 

December Happenings! 
 

• December 3 – Faith Formation Team Meeting – 6:30 p.m. – Room 3.  All are welcome!   
 

• December 5 – Stocking Stuffers Wrapping & Youth Advent/Christmas Party!  Sr. High will meet at 12:30 

p.m. to begin wrapping gifts.  Jr. High will join them at 2:30 p.m.  We will enjoy pizza, hot cocoa, Christmas 

cookies and more as we complete this special service project and share in Advent joy! 
 

• December 12 - Sr. High L.I.F.T. (Leaping In Faith Together) & Jr. High Confirmation.  Sr. High meets 

12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. with Linda Perry and Confirmation is 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. with Pastor Mark, Intern 

Pastor Paul, and Anna and Carrisa Bratlien who are Confirmation Guides.  Please Note that there will be NO 

Sr. High or Confirmation December 19, 26 or January 2nd!   
 

• December 15 – G.I.F.T. – Generations In Faith Together – 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall following 

the special Cantata Service at 9:00 a.m.!  We welcome all to this special time together to share in light 

breakfast snacks and pastries, fellowship with one another and Advent Joy!  There will be a simple ceramic 

Advent ornament to decorate and take home for those who wish to do so! 
 

• December 1, 8 & 22 – Regular Faith Formation Classes For All Ages!  NO Classes on December 29! 
 

Looking Ahead…… 

• January 5 – Faith Formation Classes For All Ages Begins Again!  We will celebrate Epiphany and our 

January Birthdays at our Opening Time!  
 

• January 7 - Faith Formation Team Meeting – 6:30 p.m. – Room 3.  
 

• January 9 – Sr. High LIFT & Confirmation Resume again at the regular times. 
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SOUTHERN ARIZONA LUTHERAN TIROSH (S.A.L.T.) 

 

Tirosh is patterned after the adult Via de Cristo movement.  Tirosh is the name 

chosen for the Teen Movement because it symbolizes God’s grace and blessings 

in a new life in Jesus Christ. 

 

Tirosh is open to any youth from 9th grade to the age of 20 who has the desire 

to increase their personal relationship with Jesus Christ. You are invited to experience the joy of a Tirosh 

retreat through the outpouring of God’s love in His Son Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. 

 

Registration forms are now available for the next Tirosh Retreat which is being held 

February 20-22, 2020, at Streams of the Desert Lutheran Church, Tucson, AZ. 

 

Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring that Friend to Christ. 

For more information on SALVdC or S.A.L.T retreat, contact Jim Cleven, Parish Rep. 520-678-0414 or 

eaglelope@cox.net. 
 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

Managing GOD’S Money 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W-SELC NEWS 

 

All Women are Invited! On Tuesday, December 10th at 12:30PM, Dorcas circle will be hosting a cookie 

exchange and the showing of the movie “Babette’s Feast” in the Fellowship Hall.  This movie tells a similar 

story to Matthew 26:7-13 and invites us to wonder whether our ideas of stewardship are defined by frugality 

or extravagance - or both. This is a free event. 

 

If you would like to take part in the cookie exchange a dozen cookies to add to the exchange, and you will go 

home with a dozen.  Questions? Call Linda Radwick 439-5019. 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

Some Women of SELC will be preparing, serving and cleaning up BREAKFAST for our wonderful men’s 

Breakfast group on December 7th. We appreciate all that the men do to help the women out and this is just 

one way that we can show our THANKFULNESS!  Interested in helping? Contact Linda Radwick at 439-

5019. 
 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

THANKOFFERING UPDATE 

Thank You for being so thankful. The Thankoffering Service took in $2,618.00. 

 

Financial Update as of Oct. 31, 2019 

 $ 351,765 YTD Total YTD Income 

 $ 347,259 YTD Total YTD Expenses 

 $   4,506 YTD (in the black)  
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VIA de CRISTO is based on the fundamentals of Christianity, 

concentrating on the person and teachings of Jesus Christ. The focus 

is not on VIA de CRISTO itself, but on the local church. The 

objective of the movement is to inspire, challenge and equip local 

church members for Christian action in their homes, churches and 

communities. 

 
 

Southern Arizona Lutheran Via de Cristo just completed a three-day retreat at Tanque Verde Lutheran 

Church in Tucson. Five SELC members participated in the retreat this year for the first time. Those that 

attended as Pilgrims this year were CJ Abraham, Jane Strain, Sandy Hall along with Monica and Paul Benz. 

Their thoughts of the weekend are expressed below. 

CJ: I am a child of God; I am a part of his creation. I may not know or understand the path before me but 

with trust and faith I will do the best I can, because God is depending on me, and I am depending on him, 

you, and everyone else who is walking this path of life. The community and the out pour of Love pulled the 

rug out from under my feet, I don’t know how else to explain it. The food, the outpouring of love. The whole 

experience was so moving and special. 

Jane: It was only three days - not a lot of time. It could have been a short weekend getaway. It was not. Via 

de Cristo days are full with intense biblical content, discussions and questions. The Lutheran theology was 

dissected and explained, questioned and absorbed into my conscience. It is a time of singular deep personal 

reflection, prayer, meditation and thought. It is not easy. The time was joyous, peaceful, rewarding and - for 

me - came at a time when God knew I needed the experience. I listened to each speaker with more intensity 

than I ever thought I had. Too many years as a student had taught me how to 'pay attention', take copious 

notes and to absorb any thoughts or ideas. These three days were different - God was there. When you are 

asked to attend Via de Cristo, pray about it. When you are doubtful and God's plan for you is unclear, pray 

about it and take the opportunity to experience Via de Cristo. 

Sandy: Beautiful experience of God's love. 

Monica: I was reluctant to go, but I am grateful that I went. It was a wonderful, overwhelming experience! 

One of the best days so far lived!!! If you have the opportunity to go, do not think twice. All you need is to 

make time for yourself and then you go experience Jesus Christ’s unconditional love and grace, met Christ in 

fresh. You don’t pay nothing for you to attend and yet you EAT delicious food, have great fellowship, lots of 

great music, plus good quality time with your MAKER. Secondly, I overcame my fear of Death. I got a 

glimpse of heaven. I can now fully imagine how it will be like when my Heavenly Father welcomes me 

home! 

Paul: Via de Cristo has been the most tangible and specific demonstration of God’s love I’ve experienced 

communicated by humans in a Christ community. I really appreciate being reminded to thank God for the 

people I wish to thank. This deepens my relationship with God and strengthens our bond in the body of 

Christ by faith. 

 

Contact your Via de Cristo Parish Representative, Jim Cleven at eaglelope@cox.net or 520-678-0414 for 

more information about Southern Arizona Lutheran Via de Cristo. 

 

 

SENIOR GAMES & POTLUCK 

DECEMBER 6 at 12 NOON 

 

Everyone who enjoys a fun afternoon of cards or board games should plan to attend 

our get-togethers the first Friday of each month in the SELC Fellowship Hall. 

In December we will meet at 12:00 p.m. for a Christmas potluck before the games.  

We’d love to have more people join us. 
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SHEPHERD’S FOLD NEWS 

 

• Thank you to all who came to the Thanksgiving program.  The kids were adorable as always. The turkey ran 

away with the show. 

• Our last assessment was done and we are now awaiting our final star rating with First Things First.  

 

 

You are Invited 

Shepherd’s Fold Christmas Pageant 

“No Room at the Inn.” 

December 20th at 3:00 pm 

Our children will once again be presenting the true story of Christmas. 

Happy Birthday to Jesus! 

 

The magic of Christmas is not in the presents, but in “His” presence.  Matthew 1:23 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the Staff of Shepherd’s Fold! 

______________________________________ 

 

A Christmas Gift Wish List for Shepherd’s Fold 

Making a list and checking it twice? Please consider adding an item from the list below for Shepherd’s Fold’s 

needs.  Pictures of all items available in the Child Care Office if you would like to see them. Please contact the 

S.F. office if you would like to present them with one of these items for Christmas.  520-459-0115. 

 

Infants Room: 

 (2) Glider Rockers @ Lakeshore - $499.00 each (We will gladly accept gently used). 

 (1) Just my size comfy book nook @ Lakeshore - $499.00 

One’s Room: 

 (1) Just my size comfy book nook @ Lakeshore - $499.00 

Two’ s Room: 

 (1) Lakeshore Dough Assortment Set - $57.99. 

 (16) 11inch high natural tan chairs @ Lakeshore - $26.54 each  

 (1) Lakeshore Block Play People-Complete set - $99.50 

Three’s and Four’s Room: 

 (1) Green Group Table 36X72 - $329.00 

 (1) Yellow Group Table 36X72 - $329.00          (Of the three of these we need the green one the most.) 

 (1) Blue Group Table 36X72 - $279.00 

 (6) Green Chairs 15 ½ - 49.99 each 

 (6) Yellow Chairs 15 ½ - $49.99 each 

 (6) Blue Chairs 15 ½ - $49.99 

 (1) Green Chair 17 ½ - $59.99 

 (1) Yellow Chair 17 ½ - $59.99 

 (1) Blue Chair 17 ½ - $59.99 

Pre-K Room: 

 (9) Color Changing Touch Board - $39.99 3ach 

 (9) Draw and write Touch Board - $39.99 each 

 (1 each) Fill in the Blank Magnetic Activity tins 

  Word Building - $29.99 Phonemic Awareness - $29.99  Alphabet - $29.99 

 (1 each) Early Language Activity Boxes 

  Comparing Sizes  What goes together?   Category sorting 

The Office could use 2 new Computer chairs mid to small size. 

 

We appreciate all you have done for us this year; your generosity has known no bounds and we truly Thank God 

for all of you.  -Dena and The Staff of Shepherd’s Fold. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

What is Mission Support? 

A: As members of the ELCA, we do mission together through our financial giving. We do God’s work in ways 

that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. Mission Support is the portion of your weekly financial 

offering that your congregation shares with your synod and the churchwide organization, the other two 

expressions of this church.   

 

“Mission” is a broad term used to describe all the ministries of this church, not just those involving ELCA 

missionaries who work with our Lutheran partners around the world. “Support” is the portion of members’ 

offerings that makes all ELCA ministries possible, here at home and abroad.   

 

Mission Support is the way that Lutherans experience sharing Jesus’ message of love around the world; it is the 

lifeblood of the work that God does through the ELCA, providing almost 80 percent of budgeted support for our 

ministries. 

(The above is from an ELCA stewardship resource.) 

 

Your Stewardship Team 

Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson, Jim Cleven and Joanne March, Team Chair 

 

 

CHRISTMAS AIRLIFT TO THE NAVAJO NATION 

 

On November 9th the Thereau Outreach Center and the 

Southwest Indian Foundation at Gallup, NM, welcomed 46 

planes, filled with food and clothing, 8 planes were from 

Sierra Vista; the others were from the Phoenix area.  SELC 

provided 500 pounds of goods, including hand knitted items 

for all ages, and many new children’s clothes.  The Men’s 

Breakfast donated $100. The Nation was most appreciative 

of our gifts. Thank you for your generosity for this mission. 

-George Pohlman. 

 
           local group of pilots and their “co-pilots” 

 

 

INSTALLATION SERVICE OF PASTOR ROBERT S. JONES 

Sunday December 8, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. 

 

You are invited to celebrate with us for the installation service of Pastor Robert S. Jones by Bishop Deborah 

Hutterer. A reception and dinner will follow the service. Santa Cruz Lutheran Church, 6809 S. Cardinal Ave., 

Tucson.  Please RSVP to Ruth at 520-883-2937 or sclutheran@outlook.com. 

 

 

“BLUE CHRISTMAS” SERVICE 

Saturday, December 7th at 2:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness for those who have suffered a tragic loss or are going 

through a difficult time. You are invited to a special candlelight Service of Remembrance for those whose hearts 

ache with pain and loss during the Christmas Season.  This is a special Candlelight Service of Remembrance for 

those whose hearts ache with pain and loss this Christmas season. Held at Faith Presbyterian Church - 2053 E 

Choctaw Dr., Sierra Vista. Valor Hospice will host a reception following the service.  For more information call 

(520) 378-9400 
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SALVATION ARMY 

BELL RINGING / RED KETTLE CAMPAIGN  

 

The Salvation Army has been serving the needy in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ since 1865, (and now in 131 countries around the 

World.)  Here in Sierra Vista our Red Kettle Campaign is a 

tradition that help us to secure a good percentage of annual funds 

and minister in our local community. We could not run that campaign without the help of volunteers to 

ring the bell during the Holiday/Christmas season. 

 

Can you help in blessing our community this year?  We need volunteers to ring bells at the kettles. 

While you’re doing it, you can sing Christmas songs, play the Bazooka, dance a jig…… or like most people 

just ring the bell say “Hi” and wish people a “Merry Christmas!” For more information or to sign up contact 

our local Salvation Army at 520-459-8411. 

 

 

UPDATE FROM JANE BEHSMAN 

 

Dear SELC Family - I miss home but be being here (in CO) has been the best for me now. The cancer center 

and doctors are great.  I am going to a Evangelical Church and they have Saturday night services which work 

best for me as mornings are usually a slower start for me.  Thank you for all the prayers you are sending my 

way. Miss everyone and think of everyone often. Best Wishes    -Jane 

 

 

SELC CHRISTMAS WEEK OFFICE HOURS  

 

Monday, Dec. 23 – 8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec 24 – 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, Dec 25 - Closed  

Thursday, Dec 26 - Closed  

Friday, Dec 27 - Closed  

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the January Messenger are due into the church office No Later than WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 18. (No exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or 

comments please call 459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 
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DECEMBER 2019 SELC CALENDAR 
   

 

1 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

In-Home 

Communion 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

2 3 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

6:30 pm Faith 

Formation Team 

Meeting 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

4 

9 am Bible Study 

10:15 am Advent 

Service  

2:30 pm Helping 

Hearts Tutoring  

6:30 pm Advent 

Service  

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

5 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

9 am Quilters 

9 am Sanctuary 

Christmas 

Decorating 

12:30 pm Sr High 

LIFT 

2:30 pm 

Confirmation 

4:30 pm Worship 

and Music Meeting 

4:30 pm Partners 

In Praise 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

6 

12 pm Senior 

Games & Potluck 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons  

7 

7 am Men's Prayer 

Breakfast 

10 am Memorial 

Service – Lois 

Wolhart  

8 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

4 pm Church 

Christmas Potluck 

9 

11 am Fellowship 

Team Meeting 

10 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

12:30 pm Ladies 

Movie with Cookie 

Exchange 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

11 

9 am Bible Study 

10:15 am Advent 

Service  

11 am Shepherd's 

Fold Board 

Meeting  

2:30 pm Helping 

Hearts Tutoring  

6:30 pm Advent 

Service  

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

12 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

12:30 pm Sr High 

LIFT 

2:30 pm 

Confirmation 

4:30 pm Partners 

In Praise 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

13 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons  

14 

15 

9 am Worship / 

Choir Cantata 

10:30 am G.I.F.T. 

16 17 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

9:30 am Martha 

Circle 

4 pm Good 

Neighbor Alliance 

Meal Prep 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

18 

Messenger 

Deadline 

9 am Bible Study 

10:15 am Advent 

Service  

1 pm Priscilla 

Circle 

2:30 pm Helping 

Hearts Tutoring  

6:30 pm Advent 

Service  

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

19 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

11 am D.F.A. 

Luncheon 

4:30 pm Partners 

In Praise 

6:30 pm SELC 

Council Meeting 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

20 

3 pm Shepherd's 

Fold Christmas 

Pageant  

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons  

21 

22 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

2:00 pm SELC 

Christmas 

Caroling  

23 24 

Christmas Eve 

12:00 pm Office 

Closed 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

4 pm Christmas 

Eve Children & 

Family Worship  

8 pm Christmas 

Eve (Traditional)  

25 

Office Closed for 

Christmas 

10 am Christmas 

Day Worship 

Service 

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

26 

Office Closed for 

Christmas 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

7 pm Plus Square 

Dancing 

27 

Office Closed for 

Christmas 

6 pm Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons  

28 

29 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

30 31 

New Years Eve 

7:45 am Exercise 

Group 

7 pm Fellowship 

Hall Reserved  

 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


