
THE MESSENGER – DECEMBER 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Letter: 
 

“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to 

give you a future with hope.”  - Jeremiah 29:11 
 

We have more of a sense and an enthusiasm for Jeremiah’s promise now that we have set some Ministry 

Priorities for SELC the next few years!  About thirty of your ministry leaders decided on three main 

priorities as we met together on Saturday, November 3, 2018.  After hearing the findings of our Ministry 

Priority Task Force, which have been gathered from surveys, statistics and other research, we engaged in a 

discernment process that led to consensus about these three top goals:   
 

#1 “Welcome To All” -  especially focusing on our immediate neighborhood, and to youth and older adults 

along with considering a ‘Reconciling in Christ’ process.*  This priority also involves creating and 

implementing a ‘best-practice’ marketing plan in order to attract new members and retain current ones. 
 

#2– “Improve our church campus in order to attract potential new members and provide for greater safety 

and accessibility for handicapped persons”   
 

#3– “Focus on worship & bible study centering in Christ and honoring our Lutheran roots through 

richness of worship.” 
 

The other two of the top five chose were:  #4– “Enhance intergenerational faith formation programs to 

involve and attract more youth as well as older adults” and #5 “Do what we already do Better” (and not put 

as much energy into other things). 
 

Now, our next step is to write “Specific Objectives” to flesh out those priorities, followed by recruiting 

members to carry out actual action plans related to these Objectives.  Leaders at that Saturday meeting 

signed up to help come up with those Objectives.  We’re still trying to schedule those meetings but the 

group working on Priority #1, “Welcome to All” will have their meeting on Dec. 10th, 6 pm, in the 

fellowship hall.   
 

If you’d like to learn more about these priorities, how we came up with them and what’s involved in making 

plans to carry them out, and/or how you can be involved, please contact Congregation Council President, 

Larry Rewis, or Pastor Mark Perry. 
 

Once the Objectives are written, we will share them with the whole congregation and then invite those 

who’d like to help develop action plans and carry them out to join in on the fun!  Please continue to keep 

this process and the people involved in your prayers.  With God’s strength, wisdom and guidance we can 

and will live into the “future with hope” that God has planned for us! 
 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

 

 
 

Pastor Mark Perry 
*(For more info go to www.reconcilingworks.org and click on “RIC” and then “Building An Inclusive 

Church” tool kit.) 

SIERRA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
60 YEARS OF TRUSTING GRACE, SHARING LOVE, CHANGING LIVES 



2 

ADVENT AT SELC: “WAITING ON THE WORD” 

 

Prepare the Way of the Lord to more fully enter our world, our church, and our hearts by entering fully into 

the Advent season here at SELC.  Join us at any or all of our mid week Advent worship services held in 

the sanctuary on Wednesdays, at 10:15 am and 6:15 pm, (started November 28) continuing on December 

5, 12 & 19th.   

 

The theme of these midweek services will be “Waiting on the Word.”  In Advent, we are not only patiently 

anticipating the coming of Christ, but also called to take time to dwell in Holy Scripture, preparing ourselves 

for the celebration to come. It is our hope that this time will be a brief “pause” in our busy lives when we 

can truly rest in God’s peace and wait on the Word, Jesus Christ, and respond with prayers of praise, 

thanksgiving, and intercession.  We will “lean forward” during Advent midweek services, reading the Psalm 

and Gospel for the following Sunday.  Each week our prayer practice will be a way for us to respond to the 

Word. Activities week to week will vary. 

 

Two Mid-Advent Dinners! 

Dec. 5 & 12 – 5:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 

 

TIS THE SEASON to be merry, joyful, and happy, as we prepare for Christ’s birth! So, leave your 

unwanted stress at the Fellowship Hall door and join us before two of our mid week Advent Services for a 

fun filled supper on December 5th and 12th.   

 

December 5 and December 12 at 5:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall before services. Please 
bring your own place settings. 

• December 5: Chili Dinner featuring a chili cook off! You’ll sample chili and vote for what you 

like best, and then enjoy a bowl of your favorite choice for dinner along with delicious cornbread.  The 

winner will be awarded the coveted First Annual Golden Ladle Award.  No new chilis can be entered 

at this time. 

• December 12: Swedish meatballs, rice, and salad. Provided by our G.I.F.T / Cross 

Generational Ministries and prepared by Wes and Donna Hewitt. Bring your Ole, Lars, Lena, 

and Sven jokes!  Just because we’re serving Swedish meatballs, all you Norwegians are still expected 

to come and join the fun! 

PLEASE RSVP ON THE PATIO TO ATTEND EITHER OR BOTH SUPPERS. 
 

 

COMMITMENT SUNDAY IS DECEMBER 2  

Stewardship Corner 

 

You have received the mailing of the 2019 commitment cards, the Time and Talent sheet as well as the 

updated Ministry Groups brochure.  If you have any questions or comments about one of our ministries, 

please contact the person listed in the brochure for that particular ministry. 

 

Commitment Sunday is December 2 at both services during which we will bring our commitments to the 

altar.  If you are unable to attend services on commitment Sunday, you may mail in or drop off your 

commitments in the office.  We really need your input for the 2019 participation in our ministries. 

 

There is a great need for counters (of the offerings).  If this is a ministry you would like to learn more about, 

please call Financial Secretary, Sandy Stephenson (378-4678). 
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It is also time for the Financial Secretary to assign offering envelopes for 2019.  If you currently do not 

have envelopes but would like them, please contact Sandy Stephenson (378-4678).  Envelopes can be given 

to any regular attendee, not just to members. 

 

Another area of stewardship of our time and talents is serving as elected officers of SELC.  The following 

has been submitted by the nominating committee: 

 

Assistance needed, one Trustee.  SELC’s By-laws state there should be a team of four Trustees.  We 

currently have three Trustees and are in need for the fourth person willing to assist in the care and 

management of the physical property of the congregation.  This is accomplished by working as a team of 

trustees, sharing tasks, and assignments in maintaining the physical property of Sierra Evangelical Lutheran 

Church.  If you are interested in being a part of the Trustee team and helping your church, please contact 

Jim Cleven, eaglelope@cox.net or 520-67-0414. 

 

SELC Stewardship Team 

Jim Cleven, Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson, and Joanne March 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK 

December 9th at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Bring a favorite dish to share. Also bring your place setting. Beverages will be provided.  We plan on 

singing Christmas Carols and enjoying fellowship with our church family.  Sponsored by the W-SELC. 

 

 

SELC CHRISTMAS CAROLING  

Sunday, December 16TH - 2:00  

 

Meet at the fellowship hall at 2:00 for an afternoon of singing, fun, and fellowship.  We will be caroling 

with Potter's Hand as they begin their Christmas dinner in the fellowship hall, then at care centers and shut 

ins to share the Christmas Spirit in song. About 4:00 we will return to the Fellowship Hall for supper!  

Please sign up after services on the patio, December 2 & 9 so we know how many to plan for. 

 

Come, Sing, Meet New Friends, Enjoy the Christmas Season With Us. 

 

 

NOTES FROM THE MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

     November was a very busy month for the choir as they prepared for All Saints Sunday, Veteran’s Day, 

singing with the youth, singing with the Methodist choir at the joint service before Thanksgiving, and Christ 

the King Sunday.  And, still finding time to work very hard on the Christmas program.  It’s hard to believe 

that Advent is here and SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16TH IS THE DAY WE WILL SHARE OUR 

MUSICAL PROGRAM, “HAVE YOU HEARD” AT THE 8:00 AND 10:45 SERVICES.    

     What would the Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays be without music?  The choir is a very dedicated 

group of singers who so willingly and unselfishly give their time and talent to bring you, the congregation, 

the message of our Lord and Savior through music.  Come join us! 

 

We wish you a Very Merry, Musically Blessed Christmas.    

Sunny Fichtl, Interim Choir Director  

 



4 

 

 

 

 

 

CELEBRATE THE WONDER OF THE CHILD! 

 

The Joy found in the Christ Child is celebrated and shared 

 at special worship services here at SELC at these times:  

 

12/23 – Sunday, 9:00 a.m., Fourth Sunday in Advent Worship (NOTE SPECIAL TIME).   

 We make our final preparations for the coming of the Christ into our lives and our world.  

             (Child Care provided) 

12/24 – Monday, Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm Cross-Generational Worship, with interactive Nativity Scene especially for children.  

Communion served.  

8:00 pm – Carols, Candles and Communion.  Our choir leads us in lifting up our thanks to God for 

coming into our World.  (Child Care provided) 

12/25 – Tuesday, 10:00 am Carols and Communion Worship Service. 

 

Invite your family and friends! 

 
               

 

Important information about the 4 pm Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve Worship Service: 

Children will have the opportunity to participate in this service. Your child can wear a “costume” and bring a 

gift forward for the baby Jesus at a special time during the worship service. We are handing out the “costume” 

options ahead of time, so you have the chance to talk with your child about what their choice might be to 

speed up the process that evening. Look at the choices below and have your child pick a couple of them (in 

case their first choice is already gone, they won’t be too disappointed and go with their second choice!) Please 

arrive in the Narthex between 3:30 and 3:45 on Christmas Eve so you have time to get the headpiece on before 

finding your seat in worship. We will have a few adults in the Narthex to assist you. Here are the choices: 

• Animal headpieces: bring blankets and camels to the manger 

• Mary and Joseph headpieces: bring hearts to the manger 

• Angel headpieces: bring musical instruments or musical notes to the manger 

• Shepherd headpieces: bring sheep to the manger 

• Crowns: bring the offering baskets (after the offering is taken) to the manger 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 

 

Adult Classes at SELC in December  

• Wednesdays, 9-10 am, Music Room – Continuing to dwell in and discuss the Word.  We learn about and 

reflect on the Sundays’ lectionary readings.  Led by Pastor Perry and Intern Pastor Janssen. 

• Sundays, 9:30-10:20 am, Fellowship Hall; 

• Dec. 2nd – Concluding discussion of “Homosexuality and the Bible.”  Pastor Perry wraps up this series with 

a look at the two Epistle bible passages used to reference this issue, as well as how Jesus’ words and the 

core principles of the Bible support a more affirming way of understanding LBGTQ issues. 

• Dec. 9 & 16 – “The True Story of Christmas”  - We’ll dig deeper into the Christmas stories from Luke 2 

and Matthew 1 to understand better what God is revealing about who Jesus is and what He was and is about.   

(Note:  NO Faith Formation classes on Dec. 23rd and 30th) 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiouI-HwPLeAhWorVQKHWkwB20QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.fg-a.com/christmasborders.shtml&psig=AOvVaw1brPpB5-cI-ICgDidJ4xZv&ust=1543336873245714
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THE GIVING TREE 

 

     In the Narthex we will have a smaller Giving Tree dedicated to our SELC Shut-ins with an optional 

donation to assist in the purchase of new offering plates. Last year the optional donations were used to 

purchase our beautiful new fair linen. 

     The poinsettias will be displayed throughout the Sanctuary to represent each Shut-in as being with us in 

worship during Christmas. Poinsettias will be delivered to the Shut-ins on or after Christmas Day. 

We will have ivory and gold envelopes in a basket by the Giving Tree for your donations. We are asking 

the congregation to select an envelope and place a donation of $10.00 in it for the purchase of a plant. 

Since the number of poinsettia plants will be limited, you may also give a “love donation” of your choice 

to be used to purchase new offering plates. The gold slip of paper, to be returned to the envelope, is 

attached to provide those donating a way to recognize someone in their lives by placing a check mark 

indicating they are giving the donation “In Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” someone. The envelopes can be 

used for both types of donations. All remaining donated monies after purchasing the poinsettia plants will 

go towards purchasing new offering plates. 

Please put your donation envelope in the mailbox designated ALTAR GUILD 

located outside the church office or give it to Becky Randall or Linda Radwick. 

 

DEADLINE: DECEMBER 16, 2018 

 

 

FROM YOUR ALTAR GUILD 

 

The new 2019 Flower Chart is now up on the bulletin board in the Narthex along with envelopes to be filled 

out and your donation included. Flower arrangements continue to cost $22.50 per arrangement and $25.00 

per month for the Eternal Candles. We are pleased to be able to use Safeway Florist each week. Their 

attention to detail along with beautiful fresh flowers to beautify the Sanctuary for worship and bring cheer 

to our hospitalized and homebound. 

 

The Altar Guild will be decorating the Sanctuary for the Christmas season on December 4th at 9 AM. 

This is a Tuesday morning and all are welcome to join us and help out.  

 

Advent is the head of the year, the beginning of the church’s calendar observance. Advent consists of the 

four weeks before Christmas. The name of this first season of the liturgical year comes from a Latin word 

which means “coming”. Advent focuses on this “coming” in three ways: Christ coming in the past as the 

baby at Bethlehem, Christ coming in the present in Word and Sacraments, and Christ coming again in the 

future at the end of time, when HE will make all things new and judge the world in righteousness. The color 

for Advent is blue, the color of hope. Advent is a time for simplicity and restraint and so it is appropriate to 

omit flowers during this season using only greens. An Advent Wreath is set near the Altar with four blue 

candles, lighting a candle each week till all four are lit and then the candles are changed to white on 

Christmas Eve and Day. 

 

 

PRAYER SHAWL CHRISTMAS GIFT 

 

Hi, I am Virginia Wickizer, a knitting member of SELC.  For those of you who would like to have a “Prayer 

Shawl” for yourself, a friend or member of your family as a Christmas gift, I would like to knit it for you!  

Please sign up in the Narthex, by calling 378-6380 or dropping a note at the SELC office with your contact 

information by December 15.  (If there are any knitters in the congregation who would like to assist in this 

adventure just let me know.) 
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60TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS LIGHT PARADE – “WINTER WONDERLAND!” 

December 1 – 5:30 p.m. 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church Celebrates 60 Years of Sharing 

“The Wonder of the Word & the Wonder of the Child!” 

 

Come and cheer us on, as members and friends of SELC, along with the staff and children of Shepherd’s Fold 

participate in the Christmas Light Parade this year!   We will have a beautiful, brightly lit nativity float, followed 

by 20 to 30 people, children and youth, marching along with 3 festive Side-by-Sides driven by Ted Fichtl, Carl 

McCourt and Erin Stephenson!  The parade will head down Fry Blvd. from 7th Street to Via De Escuela.  You 

won’t want to miss this special moment to see Sierra Lutheran Church and Shepherd’s Fold sparkle, and dazzle 

as we continue to shine the light and love of Jesus in this place and time! 

 

 

INTERN INSIGHTS 

 

Intern Insights 

“My soul proclaims your greatness, O God, and my spirit rejoices in you. 

You have looked with love on your servant here and blessed me all my life through. 

Great and mighty are you, O Holy One, strong is your kindness evermore. 

How you favor the weak and lowly one, humbling the proud of heart. 

You have cast the mighty down from their thrones and uplifted the humble of heart. 

You have looked with love on your wondrous things and left the wealthy no part.” 

(Luke 1:46-55) 

 

This version of Mary’s Magnificat, from Holden Evening Prayer, is one of my favorite Advent songs. Every 

time I sing it, I feel the presence of the Holy Spirit, lifting my soul with joy, reminding me that God has provided 

for me throughout my life, and urging me to serve with a humble and grateful heart. It often brings tears to my 

eyes. 

 

At the time that Mary received the news of her miraculous pregnancy from the angel Gabriel, King Herod was 

in power. Herod was a ruler appointed by Rome, a tyrant, a Roman puppet king. He lived in the lap of luxury, 

funded by the taxes of his citizens. His power and riches were unquestionable.  

 

Herod’s government occupied the land where Mary lived. And Mary undoubtedly felt the pressure of her time. 

She was a young, Jewish woman, and likely poor. The rich grew richer, and the poor, poorer. Her people 

struggled under the weight of a government that barely tolerated them. They had waited for the promised 

Messiah for centuries - through the destruction of the temple, through exile in a foreign land, and now as returned 

refugees in a place that no longer felt like home.  

 

Mary, like her people, longed a word of hope, of comfort, of deliverance from her circumstances. She’d been 

waiting for the Messiah, hoping for change, for relief, for re-birth. 

 

It always intrigues me that when Mary was confronted with the impossible news that she would be giving birth 

to God, she did not respond with fear, but with joy and wonder, gratitude and servanthood. She embraces the 

words of the angel Gabriel, “For nothing will be impossible with God.” (Luke 1:37) 

 

This Advent and Christmas, may we all be filled with the same joy and wonder that Mary felt at discovering the 

possibility of the impossible. That in Christ’s birth, through the power of the Holy Spirit, we can celebrate 

Emmanuel, God with us, and remember that nothing will be impossible with God. 

 

Peace be with you in this special time of year, 

Intern Amy 

intern@selcaz.org 
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LINDA PERRY, DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

I pray you all have a joyous and blessed Advent and Christmas.  May the New Year be full of new blessings 

and adventures as we move forward together into an exciting future!  You are so very precious to God, and I 

give thanks for you all.  It is great a gift to share in worship, faith formation, cross generational, and youth 

ministries with so many willing and servant hearted brothers and sisters in Christ.  When we are sharing 

together in Bible study, G.I.F.T. (Generations In Faith Together) and in worship, I feel as if I can see a glimpse 

of God’s spirit and the Divine within you, and it is a most beautiful thing! 

 

My hope and prayer for the future, is that with all generations together, we can journey and grow in God’s 

love and promises.  The power, renewal and forgiveness that Jesus offers can transcend any circumstance in 

our life if we are open to it!  God’s Spirit can change how we look at things and how we respond.  When we 

seek to become one with Him, suddenly the impossible becomes possible.  When the Spirit of God has 

transformed you within, you will find you have the Divine within you!  The grace and power of God enters in 

to everyday life and difficulties, and you find you can rise up with a power you never knew you had.  I believe 

this with all my heart.  I have experienced it in my own life and have seen it through the lives of countless 

others.  The stories of God’s power, love, and grace are flowing throughout the SELC faith family!   

 

Church is a place where all feel loved and accepted and where they can be open, vulnerable and honest.  A 

place where we feel encouraged and strengthened in everyday troubles and challenges. We are all equal and 

loved in the eyes of the Lord. I, along with Pastor Mark, Intern Pastor Amy, the Council, and Ministry Team 

Leaders, want to help that become more real for all who come to SELC.   

 

Please pray about your involvement and how you can help us be a brighter beacon of light for people of all 

ages in the Sierra Vista community.   We can’t do it without you!  Only you can share the Christ in you with 

others! Only you can share your story of God’s action in your life. 

 

I give thanks for each, and every one of you, and celebrate your unique gifts and heart!   May God’s grace, 

love, spirit and hope embrace you every moment of your precious life!  And may the Christ child be born 

anew in you as we celebrate and reflect upon His birth once again! 

 

Youth, Young Adult & Cross+Generational Ministry Events 

 

December 1 – 60th Annual Christmas Light Parade- 5:30 p.m. – All children, youth and their families are 

invited to march with us in the parade or bring your lawn chair and enjoy it from the sidelines!  Come and 

cheer us on as we shine the light of Christ through our brightly decorated nativity float. 

 

December 6 – Stocking Stuffers Youth Servant Event – 12:30 p.m. & 2:30 p.m. – Sr. High will meet in the 

youth room to begin wrapping presents.  Jr. High will join us at 2:30 p.m.  We should be finished at our usual 

time of 4:00 p.m. 

 

December 13 – Sr. High L.I.F.T. – 12:30 p.m. & Jr. High Confirmation – 2:30 p.m. 

 

December 16 – Youth Join SELC in Caroling for Potter’s Hands & Shut-ins – 2:00 p.m.  See the full 

article in this Messenger. 

 

December 20 - Jr./Sr. High Youth Christmas Party!  Sr. High will meet at 12:30 p.m. for a special surprise 

from Linda Perry and then will join the Jr. High at 2:30 p.m. in the Youth Room for pizza, Christmas music 

and cookies.  Bring a White Elephant gift for a fun and crazy gift exchange game. 

 

December 27 - No Sr. High L.I.F.T. or Confirmation – All will resume on January 3rd!  
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SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

Shepherd’s Fold Christmas Pageant 

December 14, 2018 at 3:00 pm 

SELC Fellowship Hall 

 

The children will perform a dramatic re-enactment of “No Room at the Inn.” 

Come Celebrate Jesus’ Birthday with us! All Are Welcome! 

 
           

 

As Shepherd’s Fold moves into the New Year we wish you Joy, Peace, and Love.  As of January 1st, the 

new minimum wage goes into effect.  We will be raising our staff wages to $11.00 per hour and we currently 

have 24 staff.  This means we also need to raise our tuition rates, and as always this has an impact on our 

families and the center.  Please keep us in your prayers as these changes take place.  If you would like to 

sponsor a child or offer help with a Shepherd’s Fold Scholarship, please feel free to speak with Dena or 

James or donate through SELC, “Shepherd’s Fold Scholarship”. Thank you so much for your love and 

support throughout this last year.  We could not have done it without you.  Praise Be to God. 

Wishing you a blessed Christmas, -- Mrs. Dena and the Staff of Shepherd’s Fold 

 

 

HELPING HEARTS TUTORING 

 

Bella Vista Christmas Baskets: 

 

Sierra Lutheran has a partnership with Bella Vista Elementary School, so we have the Helping Hands 

Tutoring Program every Wednesday afternoon in the Fellowship Hall.  At Christmas time we ask the school 

for a needy family from each class and then we purchase items for close to $100 per family.  The family 

specifies if they would prefer food, clothing, or toys for their children and they give the sizes for clothes or 

suggestions for toys.  We would like anyone who is willing to donate and/or shop for these families to 

please call Joan Blockhus-Morgan at 559-4490 or Janet Bobar at 458-4571.  The person shops and wraps 

the gifts putting a tag on the gift with the age of the boy or girl.  We have one of our tutors who volunteered 

to wrap any gifts if someone doesn’t want to wrap their gifts.  If you would like the elf to wrap the gifts 

please let one of us know as soon as possible and deliver them to the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, 

December 12th.  If you would like to be reimbursed or get a tax donation slip please keep your receipts and 

turn them in to Joan.  Please bring them to the Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, December 19th between 

1:30- 3:15.  Bella Vista’s school nurse, who does such a wonderful job of getting all the families’ 

information for us, said we are spreading the meaning of Christmas to these families.  Thank you for your 

help! 

 

 

LUNCHES WITH INTERN AMY 

 

You are invited to sign-up to host lunch with Amy Janssen.  The sign-up list is on the bulletin board in the 

Narthex (entry area).  Take advantage of this great opportunity to visit with and get to know Amy better. If 

you aren’t able to do a date that is listed, please contact Amy at 520-459-0444 or intern@selcaz.org. 
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FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2018 

 

 Income YTD: $341,996 

 Expenses YTD: $338931 

 Income - YTD Expenses  $3,065 

 

 

 

WOMEN OF SELC 

 

The 28th Grand Canyon Synod Women of the ELCA Convention was held on November 9-11, 2018 in 

Phoenix. I had the honor of representing SELC at this convention as a voting member; we elected new 

members to the board.  

• What’s new? The bookstore at Spirit of the Desert has closed, so everything 

was marked down drastically, and I bought quite a few books that interested 

me. 

• A highlight was our keynote speaker, Reverend Meghan Aelabouni, from 

Colorado. She spoke on “Fully Known and Fully Loved”.  

• New music - I sang in the convention choir singing alto with Pastor Mark’s 

Mom, Shirley Perry. 

• The Churchwide Representative, Joy Michalicek, spoke on all the wonderful 

things that our Thankofferings do. The new project this year is “current for 

Curran”; a solar campaign for a hospital in Liberia. She also spoke on all the 

resources that are provided to us women of the ELCA.  

• Bishop Hutterer was part of our Sunday Worship and she brought the new RED 

Stole with her so that we could all see this magnificent gift that we as Women 

of the ELCA gave her at her installation. 

• I was elected as an alternate to the Triennial Conference in 2020. 

 

Thankoffering Sunday was November 18th and we would like to thank Intern Amy for preaching, and also 

thank all the women who took part in the worship service.  A report of our offering will come out next 

month.  

 

December 1st at 9am is our very important Women of SELC meeting where we will be distributing our 

treasury and closing out this 2018 year. After this short meeting we will be putting up and trimming the 

Christmas tree in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

December 8th Saturday at 10AM in the Fellowship Hall we will be hosting Lutheran Social Services of the 

SW gift wrapping party. This is for the elderly and disabled clients in Cochise County. We will have an 

ingathering of pajamas for men or women (sizes med, lg or xl) or sheet sets in full or queen. We will be 

wrapping these for distribution in our area. If you would like to be part of meeting recipientsand giving 

these gifts, a requirement is you must have already been fingerprinted. There are no requirements to come 

and wrap. Because of the cost of pajamas and sheets, families could go in together on a gift. Heidi Gerrish 

is our board member for Women of the ELCA and she also works as volunteer coordinator of LSS of SW. 

She will be here to meet and greet and help wrap. She can answer all your questions. Here is our chance to 

do something local!    - Linda Radwich 
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LADRILLO LABOR OF LOVE! 

 

We are invited to join several other churches from Tucson, in helping to build shelters in Agua Prieta, Mexico.  

Frank Fountain, the Coordinator of this labor of love, has been helping with the Ladrillo project for over 18 

years, and would welcome our help at any of the following weekends listed below in the coming new year.  A 

passport is required to cross the border.  If you have safety concerns about being involved with this work, please 

talk to Linda Perry or Pastor Mark.  In all the years that we have been going to help in Aqua Prieta, there have 

never been any problems or incidents.  It is truly a labor of love, and a unique and special experience to go and 

help these families acquire safe and secure housing. You’ll work alongside an amazing and fun crew of people 

and they train you as you go! No experience needed. There are many simple ways you can help.  Most families 

have waited on long lists, and saved for many years to purchase their small lot to have these simple 20 x 14 foot 

brick structures built. 

 

Work dates:  January 11-12, February 8-9 & March 1 -2.  You can work all 3 weekends or choose one 

weekend or one work day that works best for you.  Pastor and Linda will soon announce which weekend(s) they 

are going, if you wish to ride with them.  Please contact Linda Perry if you are interested in helping or would  

like more information at dff@selcaz.org or at the church office, 459-0444. 

 

 

SELC REFUGEE MINISTRY (update) 

 

     We have now formed a partnership with Tanque Verde Lutheran Church (TVLC) in Tucson to lend support 

in their sponsorship of refugee families. TVLC is better located to meet and immediately support refugees 

arriving at the Tucson airport. Our ministry will assist them, once the families have arrived and been housed in 

Tucson. Currently, TVLC has reached out to SELC to help provide baby items for the pregnant mom of a family 

they have sponsored since April, 2018. The family of Mom and Dad and 5 kids came from a refugee camp in 

Tanzania. Here’s a picture of the family (minus Dad who was at work) with TVLC sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     All 5 children were born in the camp. We know the baby is a BOY due March 9th. We’ve already set aside a 

crib thanks to Shepherd’s Fold and our WSELC rummage sale. Donations of baby clothes, blankets, diapers, 

etc. will also help. 

     Cash donations are always welcomed if you prefer to help in that way. Funds may be donated by making out 

your check with the memo line designated “Refugee Fund”. This is a dedicated account set up by SELC. 100% 

of the funds will be used to support Refugees. 

 

For questions or more information please contact Gail Hamp, hamp.gail@gmail.com or at 520-227-3637. 
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OUR SELC WEBSITE NOW CONTAINS AN ONLINE MEMBER'S DIRECTORY! 

 

This directory is only available to members of SELC and requires a login for access. 

If you would like access to the online directory, please follow the directions below. 

 

1. Send an email to treasurer@selcaz.org.  In the subject line put "Request Directory Access--your name" 

(nothing else is needed) 

2. Normally within the same day, you will receive an email similar to the one at the bottom of the page (be 

sure to check your spam folder if you don't receive anything in your inbox.) Click on the portion of the 

email that says, "Complete my registration." It will take you to a link where you can register.  Click "Sign 

up" 

 The next page will prompt you to fill in the following information: 

 Fill in your valid email address (twice) 

 Create your password (twice).  

 Click on "Sign Up" 

 Once you do that, you will see a message that says you have successfully signed up. 

Once you have completed the above process, simply go to our website at selcaz.org, click on "Member 

Directory," click on login and then click on login again.  You will then be prompted for your email address 

and password. 

 

 

THANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOU 

 

To My Sierra Lutheran Family, 

     I greet you in Jesus name!  I want to express my most sincere appreciation to the entire Church for the 

many gesture of kindness you have shown to Clarence and myself during the past 27 years we have been a 

part of the Sierra Lutheran family.  You accepted both of us into your fold with love and friendship.  You 

have supported both of us with kindness during difficult times during these years. 

     I want to express my appreciation for the many acts of love and kindness you have shown to Clarence 

during the past six years he resided at Life Care Center.  My thank you extends to Pastor Perry and the 

Intern Pastors for their visits.  The visitation group was such a joy to him.  He relished the time this group 

spent with him, all the topics of conversation, and the many gifts that were brought to him.  My thank you 

extends to the Deacons who brought Communion to him each month and to the Altar Guild for the many 

times they brought him the altar flowers as he has always enjoyed the beauty of nature.  I extend a very 

special thank you to Debbie who visited Clarence every week, often bearing lovely gifts.  Clarence thought 

of Tuesday as "Debbie Day".  All of these acts of kindness enhanced Clarence's years of confinement.  Each 

and every contribution and your presence in his life was is if you "did it to the Lord himself".  I know he 

will continue to reward each of you highly. 

     Thank you for all the cards of condolence and the special messages.  They help me through each day.  I 

will always feel that it is a great privilege and an honor to be a part of the Sierra Lutheran family.  God 

bless all of you. 

Yours In Christ, Diana Galecke 

 

The Navajo Nation Christmas Airlift 

 

Thank you to all who donated items for the 34th Navajo Air Lift.   On November 11th seven Sierra Vista 

planes joined 36 from the Phoenix area to deliver their cargo to Gallup, NM.  In all SELC donated 525 lbs 

of goods, which included 24 quilts from our Quilters group, many beautiful knitted caps, scarves, new 

children’s outfits and many new coats and jackets.  Thoreau Outreach Center was very appreciative of these 

gifts.             - George Pohlman 
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“BLUE CHRISTMAS” SERVICE 

Saturday, December 8th at 2:00 p.m. 

 

You are invited to a special candlelight Service of Remembrance for those whose hearts ache with pain and 

loss during the Christmas Season.  Held at Sierra Vista United Methodist Church (3225 St. Andrews Dr.)  

Valor Hospice will host a reception following the service.  For more information call 520-378-3352. 

 

 

SENIOR GAMES AND POTLUCK 

Friday, December 7 at 12:00 Noon in the Fellowship Hall 

Come join the gaming and eating fun. Bring a dish to share as your able. 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the JANUARY Messenger are due into the church office  

No Later than DECEMBER 17. (No exceptions.) 

Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org.  

For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 
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DECEMBER 2018 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
1 
7 am Men's Prayer 
Breakfast 
9 am W-SELC 
Meeting 
5:30 pm Sierra Vista 
Light Parade 

2 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship / 
Commitment Sunday 
In-Home 
Communion 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 

3 
9:40 am Shepherd's 
Fold Practice 
10 am Optional Choir 
Rehearsal 
2:45 pm S. F. Practice  

4 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9 am Sanctuary 
Christmas Decorating 
9:40 am S. F. Practice 
2:45 pm S. F. Practice 
6:30 pm Faith 
Formation & Youth 
Teams Meeting 
7 pm Fellowship Hall 
Reserved  

5 
9 am Bible Study 
9:40 am S. F. Practice 
10:15 am Advent 
Service 
2:30 pm Helping 
Hearts Tutoring 
Program 
5:15 pm Advent 
Dinner 
6:15 pm Advent 
Service  
7 pm Choir Rehearsal 

6 
7:45 am Exercise  
9 am Stitch In Time 
Quilters 
9 am Worship & 
Music Meeting 
9:40 am S. F. Practice 
12:30 pm Sr High 
(LIFT) 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
2:45 pm S. F. Practice 
3 pm Sanctuary 
Reserved 
530 pm Partners in 
Praise Practice 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

7 
9:40 am Shepherd's 
Fold Practice 
12 pm Senior Games 
6 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing 
Lessons 
7:30 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing 

8 
10 am Sanctuary 
Reserved 
10 am W-SELC 
Wrapping Party  

9 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
In-Home 
Communion 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 
2 pm Ministry 
Priority Meeting 
5 pm Church 
Christmas Potluck 

10 
9:40 am Shepherd's 
Fold Practice 
10 am Optional Choir 
Rehearsal 
11 am Fellowship 
Team Meeting 
2:45 pm S. F. Practice 
5:30 pm Ministry 
Priority Objective 
Writing 

11 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9:40 am S. F. Practice 
1 pm Dorcas Circle 
2:45 pm S. F. Practice 
530 pm Evangelism 
Team Meeting 
7 pm Fellowship Hall 
Reserved  

12 
9 am Bible Study 
9:40 am S. F. Practice 
10:15 am Advent 
Service 
11 am Shepherd's 
Fold Board Meeting  
2:30 pm Helping 
Hearts Tutoring  
5:15 pm Advent 
Dinner 
6:15 pm Advent 
Service  
7 pm Choir Rehearsal 

13 
7:45 am Exercise  
9:40 am S. F. Practice 
12:30 pm Sr High 
(LIFT) 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
2:45 pm S. F. Practice 
3 pm Sanctuary 
Reserved 
530 pm Partners in 
Praise Practice 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

14 
3 pm Shepherd's 
Fold Christmas 
Pageant 
6 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing 
Lessons 
7:30 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing 

15 
2:00 pm Choir 
Cantata Rehearsal 

16 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship / Choir 
Cantata 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 
2:30 pm Potter's 
Hands Meal 
2:00 pm SELC 
Christmas Caroling  

17 
Messenger Deadline 
10 am Optional Choir 
Rehearsal 

18 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9:30 am Martha 
Circle 
4 pm Good Neighbor 
Alliance Meal Prep 
7 pm Fellowship Hall 
Reserved  

19 
9 am Bible Study 
10:15 am Advent 
Service 
11 am Stewardship 
Team Meeting 
1 pm Priscilla Circle 
2:30 pm Helping 
Hearts Tutoring  
6:15 pm Advent 
Service  
7 pm Choir Rehearsal 

20 
7:45 am Exercise  
9 am Stitch In Time 
Quilters 
12:30 pm Sr High 
(LIFT) 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
3 pm Sanctuary 
Reserved 
530 pm Partners in 
Praise Practice 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

21 
6 pm Wine, Women 
& the Word Book 
Club 
6 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing 
Lessons 
7:30 pm Mainstream 
Square Dancing 

22 

23 
9 am Worship 

24 
4 pm Christmas Eve 
Children and Family 
Worship 
8 pm Christmas Eve 
(Traditional) 

25 
SELC Office Closed 
10 am Christmas Day 
Worship Service  
7 pm Fellowship Hall 
Reserved  

26 
SELC Office Closed 

27 
7:45 am Exercise  
3 pm Sanctuary 
Reserved 
530 pm Partners in 
Praise Practice 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

28 
6 pm Square Dancing 
Lessons 
7:30 pm Square 
Dancing 

29 

30 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 

31  
 

 

 


