
THE MESSENGER - DECEMBER 2017 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 

FROM PASTOR MARK 
 

“A voice cries out: ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”   - Isaiah 40:3 

 

What’s on your list of things to do this holiday season?  How do you ‘prepare’?  These lists can get pretty 

long!  Decorating, sending out invitations and preparing for parties, baking cookies and other goodies, 

writing Christmas letters, buying gifts, packing for trips, wrapping up business end-of-year tasks… 

there’s a lot to do!  And all this added to our usual on-going weekly responsibilities.  

 

We can easily get swept up in the checking off of all those things on our “To Do” lists.   It can even 

become a kind of “works righteousness” indicator:  “If I only could put check marks by all these things 

I’ll be good.”  Is that the most meaningful and fruitful spiritual preparation?  How are we making room in 

our house and hearts not only for long expected guests but for the long expected Jesus?  Are we taking as 

much time for getting ready for Christ’s arrival as we do for the arrival of the holidays?   

 

When I take the time FIRST in the day to be with God, listen to what He has to say, and be opened up to 

His presence, I’m much more able to move on in my day and week with a greater peace, wisdom and 

strength.  I believe that’s true for all of us. 

 

Here at SELC we put emphasis on the importance of households building good habits of home 

devotionals or ‘huddles’.  We’ve lifted up the gift of the “Faith 5” (Read the weekly bible verse, share 

highs and lows, relate highs and lows to the verse, pray for highs/lows and a share a blessing).  We 

provide tools in the bulletin for home devotionals.  We give out free Christ in Our Home devotion 

booklets to all members and friends.   We have provided Advent calendars and “Jesse Trees.”  These 

practices and ones like them are some of the most effective ways to engrain spiritual values and practices 

in our families and future generations.   

 

Advent is a great time to be renewed in these practices.  Since Advent begins each new Church Year, you 

could make it a “New Year’s” Resolution.  If you’ve been considering starting or strengthening these 

practices, why not use this season to do so?  And underline those practices with joining us for our 30-

minute mid-week service on Dec. 6, 13, & 20
th

 at either 10:15 am or 6:30 pm. 

 

Whatever your “to do” lists include, remember that the most important part of this season is not the gift-

buying of the holidays, but the Gift-receiving of the Savior born among us as a little child in whom we see 

God-With-Us, forever! 

 

May your Advent and Christmas season be filled with the joy and peace of preparing to receive and share 

that Gift. 

 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Perry 

 

 
SELC CHOIR CANTATA - “CHILD OF HOPE” 

DECEMBER 17
TH 

at the 8 & 10:45 AM WORSHIP SERVICES 
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JOY TO THE WORLD! CELEBRATE CHRIST’S COMING 

 

Sunday, Dec. 24
th

 – Combined 10 am Fourth Sunday in Advent, Worship Service, with communion 

 

Christmas Eve Children and Family worship – 4 pm – featuring an interactive “cosplay” Nativity 

Scene for the children and Cross+Generational worship, with communion and carols. 

 

Christmas Eve 8 pm – Carols, Communion and Candlelight Traditional Worship, with special choir and 

instrumental music. 

 

Christmas Day 12/25 – 10 am Communion Worship  

 

New Year’s Eve, 12/31 - 8 & 10:45 am First Sunday in Christmas Worship Services with communion.   

 

(Childcare provided for all Christmas services.) 

 

Invite your friends!  Bring all your family!  Share the Good News! 

 

 

ADULT EDUCATION 

 

Wednesdays, 9 am, Music Room 

Concluding our study of “Romans” on Nov. 29, Dec. 6th & 13th.  Taking a holiday break Dec. 20th & 

27
th

, resuming Jan. 3
rd

 with a new study yet to be determined.   

 

Sunday, 9:30 am, Fellowship Hall 

12/3 - Join us for a discussion and study of the Advent lectionary reading. 

 

12/10 – GIFT (Generations in Faith Together) Event, our last feature on Martin Luther and the 

Reformation for this 500
th

 Anniversary year. 

 

12/17 – “Advent/Christmas in Palestine” – Intern Erika Tobin shares pictures and information about what 

it would have been like in the time of Jesus’ birth and what it’s like today.  Join Intern Pastor Erika as we 

explore some of the sights, sounds, landscapes, decorations, and moods of both the modern and ancient 

Holy Land during the Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany seasons (because over there, they all blend 

together 

 

Taking a holiday break on 12/24 and 1/31, resuming 1/7 with a new series, yet to be determined. 

 

 

COUNCIL NEWS 

 

 The council approved the proposed mission plan for 2018.   

 

 The nominating committee reported that all leadership positions for next year have been filled.  

Hallelujah and many thanks to the nominating committee and to all who came forward to serve! 

 

 The December Council Meeting will be held on Thursday 12/14. 
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ALTAR GUILD NEWS 

 

The Giving Tree 

 

With the changes in the number of items on the walls and pillars of the Sanctuary, the Altar Guild 

proposes a change in how we decorate for Advent and Christmas. Our primary goal is always to place the 

emphasis on the altar and the area surrounding it. Attention is focused on the Christmas Crismon Tree, the 

Nativity display surrounded with three large poinsettias (symbolic of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost), 

and the Creche.  At the same time, years of having poinsettias has allowed a continuing blessing in the 

increase of the number of individual poinsettias ordered by the congregation.  Last year we had nearly 50 

plants displayed in and around the altar. At this point, there is an issue of space in which to display them. 

With that said, the Altar Guild is proposing a change in the number of poinsettias ordered.    

 

In the Narthex, we will have a smaller Giving Tree dedicated to our SELC Shut-ins with an optional 

donation to assist in the purchase of a new Fair Linen for the altar.   

 The Giving Tree: Envelopes with a poinsettia sticker will be hung on the Giving Tree.  These 

envelopes will have the name of a SELC Shut-in displayed on the envelope.  We are asking the 

congregation to select an envelope and place a donation of $10.00 in it. Additionally, a slip of 

paper, to be returned to the envelope, is enclosed to provide those donating a way to recognize 

someone in their lives by placing a check mark indicating they are giving the poinsettia “In 

Memory Of” or “In Honor Of” someone. The poinsettias will be displayed throughout the 

Sanctuary to represent each Shut-in as being with us in worship during Christmas. Poinsettias will 

be delivered to the Shut-ins on or after Christmas Day.  

 Fair Linen: Since the number of poinsettias will be limited to our SELC Shut-ins, the Altar Guild 

will have other envelopes with Gold Hearts on them.  These envelopes can be used by the SELC 

congregation who wish to make a donation of their choice to be used in purchasing a new Fair 

Linen for the altar. The procedure is the same as for the poinsettias. 

Please put your donation envelope in the mailbox designated ALTAR GUILD in the mailbox area 

outside the church offices or give them to Becky Randall or Ruth Britton. 

 

The Altar Guild is aware of the change this will be for our SELC Congregation.  Our wish is to reduce too 

many items or themes in a small place. It is our effort to decorate but not to overwhelm. It is an effort to 

celebrate and focus on this joyous, holy season of the year. It is an intention to focus on the Christmas 

message by placing it front and forward though symbols such as the Christmas Crismon Tree, Nativity, 

and Creche. It is a way to be inclusive in sharing the message with all our SELC shut-in members by 

finding a way to remember their presence although they may not physically be among us. 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

SELC Altar Guild 

 

Christmas is most truly Christmas when we celebrate it by giving the light of love to those who need it 

most. (Ruth Carter Stapleton) 

 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS  

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 5TH AT 9:00 A.M. 

 

The Altar Guild Invites You to Join them to be part of this transformation as we trim the sanctuary.  

Please join us for whatever amount of time you can give.  Hope to see you there! 
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DECORATING THE CHRISTMAS TREE IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

DECEMBER 2ND AT 9 AM 

 

Come kick off the Christmas Holiday season with us. Christmas music and refreshments will be provided. 

For more information contact Yunee Cha at 307-871-8809 or Lisa Sherry at lisa.sherry0917@gmail.com. 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK AND CHRISTMAS CAROL SING 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10TH - 5:00 PM 

 

Lots of fun and GOOD food! Bring your favorite dish to share.  See you there! 

 

 

SELC CHRISTMAS CAROLING 

SUNDAY, DEC. 17
TH

 - 2:10 – 5:00 

 

Join us for our yearly Christmas Caroling for shut-ins and those in nursing homes.  We need lots of 

cheerful voices.  We will meet in the church parking lot at 2:10 and at 2:15 we will go into the Fellowship 

Hall and sing for the Potter Hands Meal.  At 2:30 we will divide into our teams and head out.  We plan to 

return to the church at 4:30 for pizza, cookies, and fellowship.  Please sign up on the patio on Dec. 3rd 

and 10th.  That will help with our planning.  Come and sing our familiar Christmas carols as we share the 

joy of Christ’s birth. 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOCUS FOR ALL! 

News & Updates from Linda Perry – Dir. of Faith Formation 

lindap@sierralutheran.org 

 

YOUTH & CROSS+GENERATIONAL MINISTRIES 

 

Sr. High L.I.F.T - Leaping In Faith Together -12:30 pm & Confirmation -2:30 pm Meet in the 

Youth Rooms Every Thursday in December except for December 21 & 28 - Join us for an inspiring 

time together learning about our Lutheran roots and faith and diving into the Word of God.  

 

December 2 – Tree Decorating – 9 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall – Come and help us decorate the tree 

and make the Fellowship Hall a festive place for the Advent and Christmas season!  Our adults would be 

especially appreciative of your service and help. 

 

December 3 – Senior High Quilt Info Meeting – 9:30 a.m. in Church Office – Get your squares and all 

the information on what you’ll need to get your quilt going.  Leslie McCourt will be ready to meet with 

you! 

 

December 3 –The GOD Squad (Guides On Duty) Is Coming!  Informational Luncheon Meeting in 

the Fellowship Hall 12:00 Noon to 1:15 p.m.  This is a special invitation to all friends and members of 

SELC (16 years and older) who might be interested in helping some of our youngest worshippers in 

church.  We have children who eagerly come to worship on their own without a parent or guardian, or 

who come as guests of friends. We also have parents who may come without their spouse regularly or on 

occasion who could just use an extra hand, voice of encouragement or a smile. A GOD Squad servant 

welcomes children and families, offers to sit with them as a worship buddy, and lovingly guides them 

through the service when needed and shares in brief conversation with them on the patio after the service.   
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If you feel called to help our youngest worshippers in this way or would just like to learn more about this 

ministry, please contact Linda Perry for more info or sign up on the patio. 

 

December 10 – G.I.F.T. – Growing In Faith Together – 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall – Join us in 

this special Advent time of all generations gathered together to share in faith and fellowship.  Come be a 

part of this exciting, inspiring and evolving monthly ministry!  It will be an EPIC (Experiential, 

Participatory, Image-Driven, Conversational) time together!  We will take part of what we have shared 

together into the 10:45 worship service that day that will have a special cross generational focus and 

sharing.   Light breakfast snacks will be served. 

 

December 11 – Faith Formation Team Meeting – 5 pm, Room 3 – All are welcome to attend this 

monthly meeting to help us plan for our youngest members of SELC.  Contact Linda Perry for more 

information. Note: this is a Monday meeting for this month only. 

 

December 17 – Christmas Caroling For Potter’s Hand & to our Shut-Ins – 2:30 p.m- Meet near the 

Fellowship Hall where we will first carol to the folks enjoying a wonderful meal from Potter’s Hand and 

then we will divide up into teams and carpool to our SELC folks.  We will all come back and enjoy hot 

cider, cocoa and pizza! Bring a friend!  Please confirm with me that you are planning to go. 

 

The National Youth Gathering Update - Houston, TX – June 27 to July 1!    All registrations have 

been submitted.  We have 7 youth going.  You can still go if you are willing to cover a $40 late fee now 

that the Early Bird Deadline has passed.  Talk to Linda Perry if still interested.   

 

Tirosh Is Coming!  February 22 -24 – Registration has already begun!  So it’s not too early to plan 

for this and get registered.  This is a free and amazing gift to you that will inspire and ignite your faith! 

This is the teen version of Via De Cristo on adrenaline! It is for all youth 9
th

 Grade to 20 years old. Last 

year’s participants just loved it and found it to be a powerful and transformational weekend.  Please see 

Linda Perry for more information or to get an information packet with registration.  Even though it is still 

months away, early registration is very helpful to the person who will sponsor you!  You will need to be 

excused from school on Friday the 23
rd

.  This is Rodeo Break Weekend in Tucson and for all TUSD 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG ADULT (19 YRS. TO 30+ YRS.) CHRISTMAS CHEER PARTY
 

Tuesday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m. 

at the home of Pastor Mark & Linda Perry 

2136 Cherry Hills Drive, S.V. 

 

Join us for some Christmas cheer, snacks, desserts, fun, fireside conversation and maybe even some 

games!   Please RSVP to Linda Perry if attending at lindap@sierralutheran.org or at the Church Office -

459-0444.  Watch for special invitations coming and announcements on the SELC Face Book page. 

This will take the place of our Grace Group that would normally meet on Dec. 3
rd

. 

Grace Group will resume January 7
th

 at 3:30 pm in the H.S. Youth Room. 
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I Gave Online 

 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 
Report on the Congregation Survey:  Thank you to those 80 individuals who responded to our survey.  

The majority of respondents were female and 80% of respondents were 50 or older, with 65% being 

members for 11 or more years. 

 

The majority of respondents prefer to receive information in the traditional ways we are currently using: 

email, announcements during worship, bulletin announcements, newsletter, and mailed letters.  We will 

continue to use – and increase use of – our Facebook page and our website.  If you haven’t already done 

so, check them out. 

 

In terms of reasons to contribute to the church, the top five listed were actually the top five chosen: the 

Bible teaches me to help others, I believe my church is doing important work spiritually, I am part of our 

church community, it’s the right thing to do, and I enjoy helping my church.  Although the question did 

not specifically say that the “contributions” were financial, that is the assumption. But remember, there 

are additional ways to contribute to the church – through your time and talents.  The church cannot 

prosper without volunteers to carry out our important ministries. 

 

The majority of our respondents prefer to give their offering in person at church, by check.  The second 

and third choices (recurring electronic contribution from bank and in person at church by cash) were 

almost equal in number.  At this time we will continue to offer the ability for electronic giving for those 

who wish to participate in that way. 

 

To those of you under 50, we value and need your input.  Please contact Leslie McCourt (520-249-2351) 

to find out how you can give input. 

 

If you have questions about the survey, would like to see the complete results, or have questions about 

electronic giving, don’t hesitate to speak to a member of the stewardship team. 

 

COMING SOON  Look for this laminated card in the pew racks for those who give electronically but 

would like to have something to place in the offering plate.  They will be returned to the pews after 

offering is counted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Your Stewardship Team, 

Jim Cleven, Joanne March, Leslie McCourt, Pastor Perry, Sandy Stephenson 
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SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

Come Celebrate Jesus’ Birthday! 

The children will perform the Birth of Christ in a dramatic re-enactment of: 

No Room at The Inn 

The SELC church family is invited to attend 

Friday, Dec. 15
th

 at 2:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

 

 

HELPING HANDS TUTORING CHRISTMAS BASKETS 

 

Sierra Lutheran has a partnership with Bella Vista Elementary so we have the Helping Hands Tutoring 

Program every Wednesday afternoon and then at Christmas time we give out Christmas baskets to 16 

needy families.  Each teacher nominates one family. We spend $100 per family.  The families specify if 

they would prefer food, clothing, or toys for their children and family.  We would like anyone who is 

willing to shop and/or donate for a family to please call Joan Blockhus-Morgan at 559-4490 or Janet 

Bobar at 678-0512.  The person who shops, wraps the gifts and then can bring it to our Wednesday 

December 13th tutoring session in the Fellowship Hall between 2:00 and 3:45. 
 

 

MUSIC NOTES: 

 

This has been a most exciting experience for me.  It’s a coming home again to Cochise County and the 

Lutheran Church, after a lengthy absence (while planting "musical seeds" in other parts of the world). 

 

To this point, I’m spending most of my time simply learning how everything works in our Music 

Ministry, as well as marveling at the “beehive” of positive activity that’s going on at all times in our 

congregation. 

 

We are fortunate to have such a fine choir, thanks to all the work done previous to my arrival.  I look 

forward to building upon that, and to do everything possible to enhance and enrich our musical experience 

here. 

 

To all those who might be interested, our choir rehearses at 7 pm on Wednesday evenings and we whole 

heartedly welcome all those who might have an interest in joining us “Singing Praise to the Lord.” We 

also maintain an 11 am Monday morning mini-practice for any of those who would like some extra help 

in “prepping” for the Wednesday rehearsal. 

 

We are making great progress in the preparation of our Christmas Cantata “Child of Hope,” a message of 

encouragement and peace.  Scheduled for both services on December 17
th

 (note date change.)  It’s a 

marvelous composition by Mark Hayes, with lyrics by John Parker.  You won’t want to miss it. 

 

Gerald Brown 

Music at SELC 
 

 

LADRILLO PROJECT UPDATE 

 

Our church is joining the Tucson based Agua Prieta Shelters to build another home in Agua Prieta,  

Mexico.  Next workdays are Sat Jan 13
th

 and Sat Feb 3
rd

.  If you would like to join in a day trip to work  

on a home, please contact Christie Brown at 378-5141 or brownchristie1@gmail.com 
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Ultreya December 3
rd

 at Mt. Zion Lutheran Church, 4520 W Ajo 

Way (Ajo East of Kinney Rd), Tucson, AZ.  Servant School starts 

at 2:00 p.m., Ultreya / potluck starts at 4:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.    

http://www.soazviadecristo.org  

 

The simplest description of the Ultreya is a meeting of Group 

Reunions. Here we witness together to the life in grace and we 

challenge each other to persevere on our journey to a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ. While the 

primary Group Reunion is weekly, the Ultreya is usually monthly. At the Ultreya you will reaffirm 

friendships you made on your weekend. You will also make many new friends and receive 

encouragement and support. 

 

The Ultreya fulfills many roles on the road to perseverance. For new participants of the Via de Cristo 

movement, it is the place to discover what the Group Reunion is like. The Group Reunion is not learned 

from only one or two attempts. It requires a period of time so that its rhythm becomes a method of life. 

The Group Reunion is one part of the process of community, the other part is the larger community, the 

Ultreya. Neither one is complete without the other, and growth is linked to the vitality and depth of both 

groups. 

 

The purpose of the Via de Cristo movement as a distinct part of it, is to make it possible for us to know 

Christ, to share Christ, and to bring Christ into our communities, environments, and into all the world we 

know, linking Christians together in action. What is the role of the Ultreya in this? It provides the linkage, 

and good food.  Bring your favorite dish to share. 

 

Ultreyas and Harvests are open to everyone especially to those who may be considering 

attending a Via de Cristo weekend in the future.  So be sure to bring a friend. 

 

In fact, Make a Friend, Be a Friend, Bring that Friend to Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Tirosh Harvests are being held jointly with Via de Cristo Ultreyas.   Southern 

Arizona Lutheran Tirosh (S.A.L.T.) 

   http://www.soazviadecristo.org/tirosh  

 

Tirosh has its roots deeply planted in the Via de Cristo Movement, and it is similar in that it is also a 

three-day spiritual retreat that provides the participants the opportunity to expand their faith, to experience 

Christian love and support, and to renew their commitment to Jesus Christ. 

 

Tirosh is open to any youth from 9th grade to the age of 20 who has the desire to increase their personal 

relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 

Registration forms are now available for the next Tirosh Retreat which is being held February 22-24, 

2018, at Streams of the Desert Lutheran Church, Tucson, AZ.  To obtain the forms to attend, go to; 

http://www.soazviadecristo.org/tirosh/weekends/ or contact Linda Perry. 

 

For more information on SALVdC or S.A.L.T. 

contact Jim Cleven, Parish Rep. 520-678-0414 or eaglelope@cox.net  . 

 

http://www.soazviadecristo.org/
http://www.soazviadecristo.org/tirosh
http://www.soazviadecristo.org/tirosh/weekends/
mailto:eaglelope@cox.net
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WOMEN OF SELC NEWS 

 

"Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 

as faithful stewards of God's grace in it's various forms"  1 Peter 4:10 NIV 

 

The W-SELCA Board has an opening to serve our Lord Jesus as the Secretary for the 2018-2019 term. 

Main responsibilities would include attending board meetings and record minutes, including a final copy 

for approval and distribution, publishing upcoming dates, articles and notices for the Bulletin and "The 

Messenger" within timelines.  Our monthly meetings are on the 2nd Sunday of each month following the 

10:45 service in the Music Room.  There are two Annual W-SELCA Meetings in September and January.  

Anyone who feels the calling to serve and/or knows of someone who may be interested please contact  

Lisa Sherry at 520-255-6559 or lisa.sherry0917@gmail.com. 

 

 

COME ALL YOU WHO ARE WEARY AND HEAVY OF HEART 

Blue Christmas Service, December 16
th

 

 

Christmas can be a time of painful loneliness and emptiness for those who have suffered a tragic loss or 

are going through a difficult time. 

 

The Stephen Ministry congregations of Sierra Vista recognize that and invite you to attend a special 

Christmas service, a Blue Christmas service, Saturday, December 16 at 2 pm at Faith Presbyterian 

Church, 2053 Choctaw Drive, Sierra Vista, Arizona.  This is a special candle light Service of 

Remembrance for those whose hearts ache with pain and loss this Christmas season. 

 

The Stephen Ministries of Faith Presbyterian Church and Sierra Vista United Methodist Church ask you 

to join them as we remember the Gift of the One who came to bring Light into our darkness.  Following 

the service, Valor Hospice will host a reception in Stevenson Hall on the church grounds. 

 

For additional information, call the church Faith Presb. office at 520-378-9400. 

 

 

GOOD NEIGHBOR ALLIANCE 

 

We need cooks for the 3
rd

 Tuesday of each month.  Our homeless families are so very thankful for a 

nutritious supper.  Our blessed cooks are so wonderful for helping out.  A blue sign-up sheet is in the 

narthex.  For more information call Penny Crane at 459-0546. 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE – UPCOMING – SAVE THE DATE – UPCOMING – SAVE THE DATE 

 

 

SELC Annual Meeting – Sunday, January 28th 

following the 10 am one worship service in the sanctuary 

Mark your calendar. 

 


