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Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Website: www.selcaz.org – E-mail: admin@selcaz.org - 520-459-0444 

101 N. Lenzner Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 
 

 

PASTOR PERRY’S LETTER 

 

“When an alien [also translated “sojourner” or “refugee”] resides with you in your land, you shall not 

oppress the alien.  The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the 

alien as yourself, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God… 22You shall have one law 

for the alien and for the citizen: for I am the Lord your God.” - Leviticus 19:33-34 and 24:22 (NRSV) 

 

“Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave 

me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” - Matt. 25:34-36 (NRSV) 

 

Our hearts go out to and our feelings are strong regarding the plight of those who come from other countries 

looking for refuge and asylum.  The large numbers of people- especially families with children- coming into 

our country is overwhelming.  The reasons for this mass immigration and the issues surrounding our inability 

to cope with it are complicated and varied.  Many- if not most- flee the real fears of violence and oppression at 

home. 

 

As Christians we cannot help but be standard bearers of compassion (Greek: splagchnizomai) for everyone in 

these desperate circumstances.  The two bible verses above are indicative of many other verses and principles 

of compassion found in the Bible.  We also worship a Lord who himself was a refugee as his family fled the 

deadly actions of King Herod (Matthew 2:13-15, 19-22). In addition, it’s an integral part of our own 

denominational history, as a recent Synod newsletter points out,  

 

“One of every six Lutherans in the world was a refugee or displaced person after WWII.  The God-given 

dignity in all people and value of family unity have been cornerstones of ELCA faith-based advocacy, and we 

understand that many immigrants, as well as their families, are both afraid and confused by recent 

developments.” (See also www.gcsynod.org/immigration for more information).   

 

SELC has responded and continues to respond to this crisis with our budgeted support of Lutheran Social 

Services and Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services which helps support asylum seekers and refugees.  

We have responded enthusiastically to special appeals for clothing and other items for them and for the 

refugees we sponsor.  We continue in our sponsorship of Nouradine, who recently, thankfully, was employed, 

thanks in large part to the help of SELC member, Doug Hamp, among others.  And some here continue to 

support political efforts towards a more just and comprehensive immigration policy.  We pray for our Border 

Patrol agents and others who are trying to do their best in very difficult circumstances. 

 

And we pray for discernment about how to continue to follow God’s will regarding this issue.   

 

May we continue to be prophetic voices and hands faithful to our biblical calling of compassion to “the least 

of these” who are desperate for hospitality and often instead receive hatred.  

 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Pastor Mark Perry 
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FROM INTERN PASTOR AMY JANSSEN 

 

Hello SELC Family! 

 

As I begin packing and cleaning and planning my trip back to Minnesota for one last school year at 

Luther Seminary, I have been reflecting on my year with you all. It feels like this year has gone by so fast, 

yet it has been so full of new experiences, challenges, affirmations, and growing moments.  

 

I have learned quite a bit about congregational life from the pastor’s perspective. As some of you know, I 

have always been very involved in every congregation I’ve been blessed to be a part of, but this year has 

been unique in the fact that you have entrusted me with teaching faith formation for all ages, visiting you 

in your homes and the hospital, praying for you and leading you in worship, preaching the Word, and 

presiding over our Lord’s Supper several times.  

 

You have also generously shared me with Canyon Vista Medical Center, where I have spent time visiting 

patients and encouraging staff. In my time there, I have instituted a bi-monthly “Chaplains’ Chat” - a 

lunch potluck where the chaplaincy staff and volunteers get together to share our experiences, tips, 

challenges, and joys. It has been greatly appreciated by all the chaplains and I hope that they continue to 

meet regularly after I leave. 

 

All of these experiences, as well as my exploration of the beautiful landscape and culture of Southern 

Arizona, have shaped me in ways that I anticipate I will only be able to see clearly in hindsight. I know 

that I have grown and learned so much while I have been here, and hopefully you have seen some growth 

in me as well.  

 

This faith community has helped reaffirm God’s strong call on my life to congregational ministry. By 

living through the rhythms of liturgical life together and your willingness to try new ways of praying and 

worshipping, you have shown me the Body of Christ in a new, and yet familiar way that will impact the 

way I do ministry with others. In the future, I hope to be called to pastor a church with as much love as 

this one.  

 

I feel like I’ve been prepared here for the kinds of joys and challenges that are always a part of ministry in 

any setting. However, I also feel like I’ve been spoiled here with a unique welcome and fellowship and 

love lavished upon me which only this community could embody. And I am sure that you will continue to 

do the same for Paul as he and his family begin their year-long journey with you at the end of this month. 

 

There are so many people I want to thank for your love and support, but I’m not going to try to name 

them all, lest I forget someone important. Suffice it to say that if you have listened, prayed, worshipped, 

or shared a meal or a smile with me, you have had an impact on me and I will always cherish the times 

that I have spent here with you in Sierra Vista.  

 
23 Now, may the God of peace himself cause you to be completely 

dedicated to him; and may your spirit, soul, and body be kept intact 

and blameless at our Lord Jesus Christ’s coming. 24 The one who is 

calling you is faithful and will do this. 

~1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

 

With love, 

Intern Amy Janssen 
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GOODBYE AND GOD BLESS FOR INTERN PASTOR AMY JANSSEN 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11TH 

 

We will have special Farewell and Godspeed at both worship services for Intern Pastor Amy as she 

completes her Internship with us.  The Internship Committee will be sponsoring a cookie and lemonade 

reception on the patio following each service.  Please make sure to join us and send her off in a strong 

prayerful way!  It’s not too late to get together and visit with Amy.  To schedule a lunch, coffee, dinner or 

just a time to chat, please contact her at (720) 355-4038 or intern@selcaz.org. 

 

 

FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL PRESIDENT 

 

1. The council took the month of July off and will reconvene the 3rd Thursday in August. 

2. Ministry Priority Objectives:  

a. Improve Property:  

i. As one of the Ministry Priority Objectives, the SELC ADA Access Committee is happy to 

announce we have almost fully achieved our financial goal for the American Disabilities Act 

(ADA) Access Ramp on the North Side of the campus.   

ii. The next project that the ADA Access Committee wants to go after is to provide full and 

complete ADA access to the bathroom within the Narthex. 

3. Grand Canyon Synod: Kim and I were the two voting members this year, June 14th & 15th Synod 

Assembly, held at Love of Christ Lutheran Church, in Mesa, AZ.  We were also accompanied by our 

Intern Pastor, Amy Janssen, as a visitor for the Assembly.  There were no resolutions to vote on this 

year, but we elected new members to Synod council, we installed Synod Staff and we heard reports of 

God’s work around the country and the world from ELCA church wide ministries, & local ministry 

partners. 

 

The Presiding GC Synod Bishop Eaton briefed the ‘New Strategic Plan,’ “Communicate Jesus, 

Connect People, and Create Possibilities,” and then we took time at each of our tables to discuss 

this new plan and how our own communities relate now and potentially in the future to these areas.  

They took all our comments back to the GC Synod to review.  You can go to the Grand Canyon 

Synod assembly webpage https://www.gcsynod/assembly and then under ‘about the GCS’ go down to 

‘Strategic Plan’ for more details. 

 

We had the opportunity to attend many workshops and one of these workshops that I attended was 

titled, “Church and Culture; Then and Now – What is happening in our world?”  The good news is we 

at SELC are already doing many of those right things, engaging youth in worship, Faith 5, 

Generations in Faith Together (GIFT), etc.  Let us not stop there and continue down this path. 

 

God Bless you all and may the peace of Christ be with you all. 

Larry Rewis, SELC Congregation Council President 

 

 

SELC ADULT EDUCATION 

 

Adult classes begin again on Sundays and Wednesdays, starting August 4th with our GIFT at 9:30 am in 

the Fellowship Hall (see article).  Sunday Adult classes continue August 11th with a 3-session series on 

“Living in Covenant,”  with topics including:  “Jesus Institutes the New Covenant” (Mark 14, Hebrews 

8), “Jesus Seals the New Covenant (Mark 15)” and “The New Covenant’s Sacrifice (Hebrews 9),” on 

following Sundays. 



4 

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

 

Sessions resume August 7th at 9-10 am in the Music Room with a new series studying “Old Testament 

Prophets”.  Did you know that the books of the prophets take up about the same amount of space in our 

Bibles as the New Testament?  What do they have to say to the injustices of their time that still speak to 

us today?  What hope did they instill in the Hebrew people that is still our hope today?  How are we called 

to action ourselves by their words?   Come and find out!   

 

 

LINDA PERRY 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s 

Ministry Moments 

 

 

The warmth of Summer and the warmth of the Holy Spirit has been swirling all around us and I give 

thanks to our gracious God!  Our Faith Formation Team discussed something new and we gave it a go, 

and it was good!  God’s Good Creation was the theme of our family style/cross generational Vacation 

Bible School this year that took place June 25-27!  Our resources came from the ELCA World Hunger 

curriculum. This year’s Bible school helped children and adults learn more about hunger, hope, and the 

work to which God calls us in the world as we work together seeking to end hunger for good.  This 

program helped us celebrate the gifts that God has created – gifts that can help build a world where all are 

fed.  What a special time of learning, growing, playing and sharing we all experienced! 

 

We had a marvelous and energetic team of helpers and very enthusiastic participants.  Several children 

asked if we could do this again next summer, but for a whole week!  Whew!  We will have to rest up!  

Special thanks to Monica Montoya and Cindy Wiste for all of their coordination and preparation work 

and to Leslie McCourt who led our craft time, Rich & Linda Radwick who helped create and lead our 

game time along with Ernie Lopez.  George Polhman made special balance beams and brought in 

sawhorses for a few of the relay games.  Intern Pastor Amy and Pastor Mark led the fun and engaging 

Simulation Stations.   We also had a wonderful kitchen crew and chefs – Lynette Nolan, Helen Perdiue, 

Deanna Sanner, Sandy Urlie, Damien Williams.  Wes & Donna Hewitt made delicious sloppy joes for 

all on our last night together.  Anna & Carrisa Bratlien, Margaret Reilly and Linda Burford helped 

with clean up, crafts and registration.   We had a total of 29 children and youth.  6 adults participated with 

their children and 2 others joined alongside them.  We had a total of 56 people in all!  Thank you to all the 

generations who shared in these precious 3 days together, and thank you, Jesus, for your spirit of grace 

and joy that filled our hearts!  

 

And on top of a blessed VBS week, we ROCKED it on July 1 with our hosts, Anne and Len Nowak!  

Anne & Len invited all of our children and youth to a faith rock field trip and pizza party afterwards. 

19 children and youth and 8 adults all went to Cochise Rock & Stone to select their own special faith 

rock.  We also came back with buckets more!  These rocks will be painted and decorated at our Kick-

Off Rally Sunday & G.I.F.T. on August 4th at 9:30 a.m. during our Faith Formation hour.  Everyone is 

welcome to join in and paint their own special faith rock to remind them of our continuing faith journey in 

the Word and in Jesus!  We will also be painting a faith rock for each of our homebound members and 

friends.  May these rocks remind us always of Jesus who is our Rock and our sure foundation!  Come one 

and all and join in the fun, faith and fellowship! 

 

August Happenings! 

➢ August 3 – 10:00 a.m. - Tombstone Photo & Lunch with Intern Pastor Amy – All Jr. & Sr. High 

Youth are invited to attend.  Meet at the church at 10:00 a.m. to carpool over.  Lunch is provided.  
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Bring ice cream money if you wish to get a cone later as a treat!  Lunch will be provided which will 

be burgers or BBQ!  Please let Linda Perry know if you will attend so we can make sure to have 

enough rides. 

➢ August 4 – Rally Day & G.I.F.T. – Generations In Faith Together – Jesus Is The Rock! – 9:30 

a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.   

➢ August 6 – Faith Formation Team Meeting – 6:30 p.m. – Room 3 – All are invited to attend this 

monthly meeting as we pray, plan and provide faith formation ministries here at SELC!  

➢ August 11 – Intern Pastor Amy’s Final Sunday!  We hope all children and youth will be in worship 

this Sunday to lift our praises to God and give thanks for Intern Pastor Amy on this her final Sunday 

with us!   

➢ August 15 – Sr. High L.I.F.T. – Leaping in Faith Together & Jr. High Confirmation Begin 

Again!  LIFT and Confirmation will resume again each Thursday starting on this date.  LIFT is 12:30 

p.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Confirmation is 2:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Sr. High are encouraged to stay until 

2:45 p.m. to share in our song and praise time together!  Please contact Linda Perry regarding 

transportation arrangements from Buena High and JCMS if you will need a ride!   

 

Save The Date! 

➢ September 8 – Church Picnic – 12 Noon at Len Roberts Park!  All children and youth and their 

families are invited to attend this fun annual event!  Bring a dish to share and enjoy homemade ice 

cream, games and water play!  Bring or wear your bathing suit and bring a towel! 

➢ September 14 – Krazy Kritters Goat Sanctuary Combined Youth Work Project & Swim Party– 

8:30 a.m. – SELC Jr. & Sr. High youth will join youth from several other churches to help with work 

projects at Krazy Kritters followed by lunch and a swim party at a location TBA soon. 

➢ September 29 – Candlelight Dinner Fundraiser – 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall!  All Jr. & Sr. 

High Youth will be helping to prepare and serve a delicious dinner (menu to be announced soon) 

complete with candlelight, soft music and impeccable service to our SELC family.  This will be a 

major fundraiser for camp scholarships and the upcoming ELCA Gathering in St. Paul, MN in 2021!  

A freewill donation will be collected, and reservations are required for all who wish to enjoy this fine 

dining experience!  Please spread the word and invite your family and friends.   Be sure to sign up if 

you will be able to help at this very special and important event.  All youth will log hours of service 

that will earn them money in their special accounts in this event to help them attend the Gathering in 

2021!  Childcare will be provided upon request. 

 

 

RALLY DAY & G.I.F.T (Generations In Faith Together) 

August 4 – 9:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Jesus Is The Rock! – All are invited to join us for our fall kick-off of Faith Formation in this special time 

together.  We will be painting Faith Rocks, sharing in scripture, songs, snacks and fellowship.  All 

children and youth who selected a special rock to paint from our field trip in July, will get a chance to 

paint their rock!  More rocks will be provided for those who did not get to go with us that day.   

 

 

THE HELPING HEARTS TUTORING PROGRAM 

 

Helping Hearts Tutoring needs new leadership, as Janet Pressler and Janet Bobar will no longer head the 

program. This has been a successful outreach ministry for the past nine years by offering guidance and 

tutoring to neighboring Bella Vista School students (Grades 1-6) in reading and math.  If you are 

interested in seeing this Outreach Ministry continue, contact Janet Pressler at 520-255-0507 or 

janet.pressler@gmail.com. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

As I write this, it is Amazon Prime Day!  If you are an Amazon shopper, I hope you know about and 

use AmazonSmile.  AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide 

selection of products, low prices and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is, 

when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to 

the eligible charitable organization (SELC is one) of your choice – at no cost to you! 

 

How does it work? 

• Visit smile.amazon.com 

• Sign on with your existing Amazon account (or create one if you are a new customer) 

• Under “Pick your own charitable organization” type in Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

• Click “Select and Start Shopping”. It’s that simple! 

• You are now automatically using AmazonSmile. 

• Select any item marked “Eligible for Amazon Smile” (there are millions to choose from) and 

select “Proceed To Check Out.” 

 

Amazon will remember your charity selection; however, you must always start at smile.amazon.com in 

order for SELC to receive the 0.5% donation from Amazon.  Amazon deposits the proceeds on a quarterly 

basis directly into SELC’s checking account. 

 

Every little bit can help our mission plan; so far this year we have received $25.57 from Amazon.  At 

0.5%, that’s a lot of shopping!!  Thank you to those shoppers who have selected SELC to receive this 

benefit!   

 

If you have questions, contact Sandy Stephenson or Leslie McCourt and happy shopping! 

 

Your Stewardship Team 

Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson, Jim Cleven and Joanne March Team Chair 
 

 

 

NOTES FROM MUSIC MINISTRY 

 

While the choir is enjoying their summer break our new music director would like to invite all singers and 

musicians to consider joining either the Chancel Choir or our Partners in Praise worship team. We are 

especially looking for a percussionist and bass player to help round out the worship team.  Also, if you 

would like to share your talents with the congregation, we welcome soloists, duets, trios, and ensembles, 

whether vocal or instrumental to enhance our worship anytime throughout the year. 

 

CHOIR REHEARSALS will begin on August 28th at 7pm.  Been in choir already?  Thinking you’d 

like to come sing with us?  Come and check us out, we are looking forward to a great year ahead. If you 

have any questions, please email Jess Barrera at jbarrera2277@pointloma.edu. 
__________________________________________ 

 

Update: Parade of American Music Concert hosted by SELC on July 7th, 2019 - We hosted 139 people 

and raised $2,154.00 for VICaP.  Thank you, Billie Hayes, Wes Moulton and Jess Barrera.  It was a joy to 

lead our team from Thrivent Financial.  

Linda Radwick 
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FROM THE ALTAR GUILD: 

 

If you have been following the monthly articles about the framed kneelers, you might have noticed the 

movement of the frames away from the monitor and the clock on the back wall of the church. The next framed 

kneeler is St. John, Apostle and Evangelist. “The disciple whom Jesus loved” is symbolized by a chalice with 

a serpent arising from it, since, according to tradition, an attempt was made on his life by poisoning a 

communion chalice. John presumably survived: he is the only apostle who died a natural death in old age. The 

symbol of the evangelist who is author of the Fourth Gospel is an eagle, signifying the noble heights to which 

John’s vision soars. Contemporary calendars follow tradition in identifying the apostle and the evangelist as 

one person: however, both symbols mentioned here may be encountered independently in church art. This 

particular kneeler was a gift from Gail Taylor and the Women of SELC. You can have a close up and personal 

look at this framed kneeler as it is displayed in the Narthex this month. 

 

The color on the Altar Paraments is Green. We are in the long season of Pentecost as we consider the growth 

in grace of the life of faith, since green represents growth and fulfillment.  
 

 

SELC WOMEN’S SUMMER GATHERING  

AUGUST 17th at 9:00 am in the Fellowship Hall  

 

All ladies are invited to join together for our summer gathering featuring a study and discussion on the book of 

Esther. Esther had a voice and so do we!!! Bring your Bible and your July/August issue of your Gather 

magazine if you have one, copies will be available for those who don’t.  Coffee hot and ready.  

It’s Coming!!!!! Sunrise/Santa Cruz Spring Gathering on March 7th, 2020. 

It is our privilege to host the Gathering in 2020! This takes people and planning as it includes preparing and 

serving lunch to about 75 women. We will begin discussing these plans at the gathering.  Please pray and think 

of how you can be involved with this wonderful time and bless those who will be coming.  If you are willing 

to help, or have questions, please call Linda Radwick at 439-5019. 
 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD NEWS 

 

July was an active month for us.  

 We took part in the 23rd Annual Sierra Vista Back to School Fair on July 13th and handed out 500 

flyers about Shepherd’s Fold and painted children’s faces. A good time was had by all. 

 July 20th, we held our own open house and book fair.  Thank you to all who came. 

     Enrollment has been down in July, but that is normal, and we are expecting to pick back up in the month of 

August when school starts. 

     August 24th we will be having a workday to get ready for State Inspection and First Things First Inspection.  

This will entail painting, cleaning tile, and general deep cleaning.  Anyone willing to help is welcome! We 

will start at 9:00 am and go until we are done. 

     Dena and James will be in Ireland from August 2-10th.  Shepherd’s Fold will be in the capable hands of 

Jessica Hursh and Carol Hardin. 

Thank you so much for your prayers and support. We greatly appreciate all that you do for our ministry.   

Ms. Dena and the Staff of Shepherd’s Fold 
 

 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 

 

You’re Invited! Our next Men’s Prayer Breakfast is on August 3rd, at 7:00 am.  We always have good 

fellowship, good food and good conversation.  Please let us know if you are coming so we can prepare enough 

for all. Contact Glen Sanner for more information or to RSVP at longeyesone@gmail.com. 

 

Godspeed, “the crew” 
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INTRODUCING SIERRA LUTHERAN’S 2019/2020 INTERN PAUL BENZ 

 

Paul is a Fund for Leaders Scholar at PLTS where he was recently awarded the Walter Stuhr Prize for 

Ethics.  Paul served as an Education Officer in Uganda with the US Peace Corps (where he met Monica). 

Before that he lived in Taiwan as an English teacher and Southern California where he worked at Trader 

Joes and Summit Malibu Drug and Alcohol Rehabilitation Center while auditioning for theatre, film, 

television, voice over, and commercial work as a professional actor.  Church elders told Paul at age 13 

that he would be headed to seminary after he’d spent some time working as an actor.  Some of those 

church elders were present (Mabel Alexander is now 93) at the wedding last week!  Paul has been a 

grateful member of 12 step recovery groups since his sobriety date of June 22, 2008. He enjoys jogging, 

swimming, exercise, yoga, and all things in nature.  Music is his favorite art and though he plays some 

guitar, singing is what comes most naturally. 

 

Monica just completed 4 years of employment with the US Peace Corps (where she was a Travel 

Coordinator and Voucher Examiner) for a total of 6 years of employment with the US Govt (she worked 

for the CDC in Rwanda for 2 years).  She was trained in Procurement and Logistics.  She loves praise 

music, travel, and the color green.  She also has a keen eye for fashion and experiences great peace and 

refreshment by being around water.  She was the coordinator for her church’s small group fellowship and 

often hosted regular prayer meetings for church and family at her home. 

 

(Paul and Monica were just married this summer, with one part of the ceremony a traditional one in her 

family’s hometown in Uganda.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul and Monica’s daughter Joy has written a letter of greeting and introduction for herself: 

My name is Joy Pearl Rurangwa but I prefer to be called Joy, Pearl or Joy Pearl.  I am female.  I 
was born on June 26, 2008.  I am eleven years old.  My favorite color is purple.  I like games e.g. chess, 
pinochle, monopoly, yard games and so many more.  I like playing the guitar, piano, trying new 
instruments and singing.  I like doing new things, meeting new people, going on adventures and so 
much more.  Some of my aspirations are to be a musician, neurosurgeon, actress and to make the world 
be a better place.  I look forward to meeting you and getting to know you. 
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GIFT CARD COLLECTIONS FOR OUR 2019-20 INTERN PASTOR 

 

Our new Intern Pastor, Paul Benz, along with his wife Monica and daughter Joy, will soon be here and settling 

into our community.  As in past years, we are looking to collect a variety of gift cards from local stores as a 

housewarming and welcome gift to help make the transition a bit easier.  A container is located in the 

narthex to deposit these gifts.  Let’s give them a big Sierra Vista welcome! 

 

 

WELCOME ICE CREAM SOCIAL FOR INTERN PASTOR PAUL BENZ, 

AUGUST 25TH AT 6:30 PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. 

 

Please come and give Paul, his wife Monica and daughter Joy a warm SELC welcome. We’ll let you have a 

chance to ask him questions and he will get the same opportunity.  The Internship Committee will organize 

and provide ice cream and some toppings. You are invited to bring additional toppings or ice cream if you 

would like. Contact Barbara Williams at 459-2759 for more information.  

 

 

CHURCH PICNIC 

Sunday, September 8th starting at 12 Noon 

at Len Roberts Park, 101 E. Theater Dr.  

 

Join us for a great day of fun and fellowship!  Everyone is asked to bring a covered dish to share.  Lemonade, 

iced tea and water will be provided.  There will be ice cream too! 

 

We will have use of the whole park for the picnic and the water feature (don’t forget to bring towel and dry 

clothes.)  There will be games such as corn hole, kick ball and water balloon toss with prizes for the winners. 

 

 

CANDLELIGHT DINNER FUNDRAISER 

September 29 – 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall! 

 

All Jr. & Sr. High Youth will be helping to prepare and serve a delicious dinner (menu to be announced soon) 

complete with candlelight, soft music and impeccable service to our SELC family.  This will be major 

fundraiser for camp scholarships and the upcoming ELCA Gathering in St. Paul, MN in 2021!  A freewill 

donation will be collected, and reservations are required for all who wish to enjoy this fine dining 

experience!  Please spread the word and invite your family and friends.  Be sure to sign up if you will be able 

to help at this very special and important event.  All youth will log hours of service that will earn them money 

in their special accounts in this event to help them attend the Gathering in 2021!  Childcare will be provided 

upon request. 

 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

 

Thank you so very much for all the birthday cards, calls, flowers, love, prayer and well wishes. 

Frankie Appelin 

____________________ 

 

The Hall Family would like to thank you all for the many cards and notes that have been sent! Also, the 

donations to the church and the food and preparation that went into such a beautiful gathering. 

Jean Hall and Family 
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VIA DE CRISTO 

RENEWAL AND DISCIPLESHIP MINISTRY RETREAT 

October 10-13, 2019 

 

“A SELC invitation to all to receive a wonderful gift from God” 

 

What is VIA de CRISTO? – It is a highly structured three-day weekend designed to strengthen and 

renew the faith of Christian people. There is no cost to participants to attend the weekend. 

 

Dates for 2019 – Thursday Oct 10 – Sunday Oct 13. This weekend is open to married couples and single 

men and women. 

 

What happens at a VIA de Cristo weekend? – Participants live, study, worship, and commune together 

daily. Talks are given by lay people as well as clergy, which present the Christian life, based on the 

person and teachings of Jesus Christ. Following each talk the main points of the talk are discussed. There 

is also music and singing, food and fellowship, a time for laughter and a time for prayer. It is a powerful 

and unique weekend where one can truly experience God’s love in action. 

 

Who should consider attending? – Those who desire to strengthen their relationship with Christ, renew 

and grow in their faith and learn more about prayer, Bible study, and sharing their faith with others. 

 

Where to find more info – Go to www.soazviadecristo.org then click on “Via de Cristo”, then click on 

“Weekends” or you may contact either Jim Cleven, SELC parish representative at 520-678-0414, 

eaglelope@cox.net; Pastor Mark Perry or Linda Perry, Dir. of Faith Formation. All application packages 

should be submitted by August 31, 2019. 

 

 

COFFEE SET UP VOLUNTEER NEEDED 

 

We are looking for a hospitality minded volunteer to set up the coffee and tea cart from November 

through March.  Set up takes about 15 minutes and can be done on Friday or Saturday.  Please contact 

Victoria Kiser if you feel led to serve in this way. 520-678-1996 

 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

 

Financial Update as of June 30, 2019: 

 $214,256. YTD Total Income 

 $225,248. YTD Total Expenses 

 $10,992. YTD In the red 
 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the SEPTEMBER Messenger are due into the church office No Later than AUGUST 21. 

(No exceptions.) Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please 

call 459-0444 or email: admin@selcaz.org. 
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AUGUST 2019 SELC CALENDAR 
  

   
 

1 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9 am Stitch In 
Time Quilters 
9 am Worship and 
Music Meeting 
4:30 pm 4:30 pm 
PIPS 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

2 
1 pm Senior 
Games 
6 pm Square 
Dancing Lessons 
7:30 pm Square 
Dancing 

3 
7 am Men's Prayer 
Breakfast 
10 am Youth - 
Tombstone with 
Intern 

4 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
In-Home 
Communion 
9:30 am G.I.F.T. & 
Rally Day 

5 6 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
6:30 pm Faith 
Formation Team 
Meeting 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

7 
9 am Bible Study 

8 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
4:30 pm 4:30 pm 
PIPS 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

9 
6 pm Square 
Dancing Lessons 
7:30 pm Square 
Dancing 

10 

11 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship - Intern 
Farewell 
In-Home 
Communion 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 

12 
11 am Fellow-ship 
Team Meeting 
11 am Steward-
ship Team 
Meeting 

13 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

14 
9 am Bible Study 
11 am Shepherd's 
Fold Board 
Meeting  

15 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
9 am Stitch In 
Time Quilters 
12:30 pm Sr. H. 
LIFT 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
4:30 pm PIPS 
6:30 pm SELC 
Council Meeting 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

16 
6 pm Square 
Dancing Lessons 
7:30 pm Square 
Dancing 

17 
9 am Women's 
Gathering 

18 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 

19 20 
Messenger 
Deadline 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
4 pm Good 
Neighbor Alliance 
Meal Prep 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

21 
9 am Bible Study 

22 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
12:30 pm Sr. H. 
LIFT 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
4:30 pm 4:30 pm 
PIPS 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

23 
6 pm Square 
Dancing Lessons 
7:30 pm Square 
Dancing 

24 
9 am Shepherd's 
Fold Work Day 

25 
8 &10:45 am 
Worship 
9:30 am Faith 
Formation 
6:30 pm Welcome 
Ice Cream Social 

26 27 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
7 pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

28 
9 am Bible Study 
7 pm Choir 
Rehearsal 

29 
7:45 am Exercise 
Group 
12:30 pm Senior 
High Leaping in 
Faith Together 
(LIFT) 
2:30 pm 
Confirmation 
4:30 pm 4:30 pm 
PIPS 
7 pm Plus Square 
Dancing 

30 
6 pm Square 
Dancing Lessons 
7:30 pm Square 
Dancing 

31 
9 am- 4 pm 
Shepherd's Fold 
Training 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 


