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LENT: “WALKING TOWARDS THE LIGHT” 

Continue to walk with us in our last two Lenten Midweek Worship services as we journey towards the Light 

that comes from the open tomb of Jesus!  Wednesday, April 3rd, 10:15 am & 6:30 pm, we sing, have our own 

personal petitions and praises lifted up in prayer, and reflect on “Salvation for All!” promised in Isaiah 55. On 

April 10th, we’ll join in the same style of worship and hear the amazing story of the “Fiery Furnace” from Daniel 

3.  Of course, delicious soup suppers and warm fellowship precede the evening worship, starting in the 

fellowship hall at 5:30 pm.  (Please note:  No Lenten Midweek worship happening during Holy Week). 

 

LENTEN CANTATA: “A TIME FOR ALLELUIA” 

Sunday, April 7th, 8 & 10:45 am 

Come and be richly blessed by the beautiful musical reflection on the salvation story of Christ’s Passion through 

our SELC Choir’s presentation of “A Time for Alleluia” by J. W. Pepper.  Under the direction of Interim Choir 

Director, Sunny Fichtl, accompanied by Billie Hayes, and sung by our expanded choir, it wonderfully portrays 

the profound meaning and power of Jesus’ life and saving death.  This year, it will be shared on Sunday, April 

7, 2019, at both the 8 am and 10:45 am worship services, rather than on Palm Sunday as it has been scheduled 

in the past.   Invite your friends and neighbors to a satisfying feast for the ears and the heart!   

 

 

HOLY WEEK: “GATHERING DARKNESS AND GROWING LIGHT” 

There is no more powerful Center to our Church Year and of our spiritual pilgrimage together than this most 

Holy of Weeks.   We aren’t fully Christ’s disciples until we walk through and live out the Story of Salvation 

celebrated in this time.  Conclude our walk towards the Light of Easter dawn by sharing in these special services:   

 

Palm Sunday, April 14th – 8 & 10:45 am 

“Walking in Procession to the Humble King!”  

Join the parade on the patio as we enter Holy Week by processing into the sanctuary waving palms and 

welcoming our True and Humble King.  The SELC Choir sings “Hosanna He Comes” at both services, there 

will be a special Children’s time, and communion is celebrated, as always.   

 

Maundy Thursday, April 18th, 7 pm 

“From the Upper Room to the Darkness of the Garden Betrayal” 

Bring our Lenten journey full circle from kneeling to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday to the traditional 

Absolution and Laying on of Hands at the altar as we start Maundy Thursday worship.  Then, marvel at what 

wondrous Love it is that has our Lord and King stoop to wash tired pilgrims’ feet, and then commands us to do 

the same for others.  Share in the Last Supper, and then reflect on the holy suffering to come as the altar is 

stripped and darkness descends.  Leave in silence to reflect upon the lengths that Love goes to redeem us all.   

 

Good Friday, April 19th 

“Walking the Way of the Cross” 

 

Noon – “Stations of the Cross” 

Share in a stunning visual “Stations of the Cross” interspersed with hymns and silent reflection in the sanctuary.    

7 pm – “The Path of the Passion of the Christ” 

Ponder and adore the Crucified Christ as we share in a dramatic reading of the Passion Story and then watch it 

unfold in silent drama presented by our SELC Youth.  SELC Choir shares the anthem, “Thy Will Be Done.”  

Remember, just as we can’t fully appreciate the warmth and light of dawn without going through the darkness 

of the night, so we can’t fully appreciate the joy of the Christ’s Resurrection without experiencing the pain and 

sorrow of Good Friday’s suffering.   
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Easter Vigil, Saturday, April 20th, 7 pm 

“The Darkness is Replaced with the Light of Resurrection Joy” 

Gathering in the solemn silence of the columbarium, we light our candles from the New Fire, and process into 

the dark sanctuary to hear the Salvation Story as told from ancient times.  Then, with the Proclamation of the 

Easter Gospel, the light shines forth and we sing for joy!  Baptismal promises are renewed, communion is 

celebrated, and we go forth renewed in hope and life.   

 

Easter Sunday, April 21st 

6, 9 & 10:45 am worship services 

 “Dance in the Light of the Resurrection!” 

Worship the Risen Lord at the City-wide Ecumenical Worship service at Centennial Pavilion in Veteran’s Park 

at 6 am and at our two sanctuary worship services which will include our choir singing, “The Empty Tomb” 

from the “A Time for Alleluia” cantata, special children’s times, and communion at both services.  Also, enhance 

the morning’s fun and fellowship as you enjoy a free delicious Easter pancake breakfast at 7:30-8:30 am, in the 

fellowship hall, lovingly prepared by your Congregational Council, and an Easter Egg Hunt for the children at 

8:15 am, starting in front of the fellowship hall.  

 

(Note:  Child care provided at all worship services except:  8 am worship services, Noon Good Friday and 

Easter Vigil worship.  Also, no Faith Formation time on Easter Sunday.)  
 

 

FROM YOUR INTERN 

 

There are just a few Spirit Lab sessions left! Please join in on Wednesdays (April 3 and 10) at 7pm after our 

Midweek Lenten Worships or on Sundays (March 31 and April 14) during Faith Formation hour for our last two 

sessions which will focus on Centering Prayer and an ancient Jewish scripture practice, PaRDeS. All sessions 

take place in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Intern Amy (intern@selcaz.org) if you have any questions. [Note: 

There is NO Spirit Lab on Sunday April 7] 
 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL NEWS 

 

The council met during our yearly Council Retreat, Saturday, 9 March 2019.  During that meeting the Council 

discussed a few items: 

 

1. The council approved to discontinue partnership in the Chamber of Commerce. This is due to high cost 

and very limited bang for the buck. 

 

2. Our treasurer, Leslie McCourt and two other volunteers from the church, are going to review Shepherd’s 

Fold finances to see where savings can be found.  Please pray for them and for Shepherd’s Fold. 

 

3. Five resumes were submitted for consideration as our Music/Choir Director.  Two interviews have taken 

place as of the date this was written.  More are being scheduled.  Please keep praying that God will lead the 

right person to be our new Music/Choir Director and that the interviewing committee will see God’s leading 

clearly. 

 

4. Easter breakfast is almost here!!!  April 21st!  Get ready for the council’s serving of Eggs, Bacon, Sausage, 

Ham, Biscuits, and PANCAKES!  Oh yeah!  And who knows, maybe there will even be a treat added to 

them. 

 

God Bless, 

Larry Rewis 

President, SELC Congregation Council 
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SELC MUSIC NOTES 

 

Your choir has had a very busy month working on the Easter cantata, “A Time For Alleluia”, written by Joseph 

Martin.  The cantata, covering the seasons in the life of Christ will be presented on Sunday, April 7th at both the 

8:00 and 10:45 services.  We are also working on special music for Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good 

Friday and Easter so you can see we are very busy.  I’m not sure if you are aware but in addition to the hour and 

a half Wednesday evening rehearsal, several choir members meet on Monday mornings from 10:00 to 11:30 to 

work on notes, meters and rhythms, so you see a lot of work and dedication goes into the preparation of the 

music.  It doesn’t just happen.  But we don’t think of the time spent as work, we think of it as an opportunity to 

share God’s word though music and our hope is that you, the congregation, will feel the love of the Holy Spirit,  

through the music, every Sunday morning.   

 

 

FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF FEBRUARY 28, 2019 

 

 Feb Income  $ 32,606 

 Feb Expenses  $ 31,003 

 In the black  $ 1,603 

 

 YTD: 

 Total Income  $ 80,438 

 Total Expenses  $ 68,054 

 In the black  $ 12,384 

 

 

FROM THE ALTAR GUILD 

 

From the Altar Guild: Have you noticed the curly willow in the plant alcove this Lenten season? When Lent 

started, these branches were bare and dormant. But what a delight to see these branches coming to life and 

sprouting new green leaves. We have left the roots exposed so that you can watch them come to life also. This 

is a reminder of the new life we have in Christ Jesus! Come forward before or after the service and be blessed 

by taking a close look at this awesome reminder.  This comes to us from the garden of Leslie and Carl McCourt. 

 

The Altar Guild has replaced the offering plates with new light weight tarnish free plates. This is a gift from the 

congregation from our “giving tree” that was used during the poinsettia and lily donation time from Christmas 

and Easter. You will have another chance to donate this Easter as we consider replacing the Chalice. 

 

Last month the Altar guild showcased Luther’s Seal kneeler donated by Joe and Ruth Britton. This month, in 

the Narthex, the Altar Guild would like to showcase the kneeler of St. Matthew, the Apostle and Evangelist. 

Matthew as evangelist is represented in iconography as a winged man, following the schema for the Four 

Evangelists adapted from the book of Ezekiel and of Revelation. Matthew’s gospel is understood to picture Jesus 

as a true human being. As apostle, Matthews symbol is three money bags, since tradition assumes that the 

disciple and the tax-gatherer of Matthew 9:9-13 are identical. This cross-stitch kneeler was made in the 1970’s 

and the framing of this beautiful kneeler was from Hal and Ro Decker.  

 

The Easter Vigil Candle 

 

This year the new Paschal Candle will be prepared by the Altar Guild and dedicated by Pastor and Intern Amy 

in the columbarium. It will then lead the procession into the darkened church as Pastor announces, “The Light 

of Christ” and we respond “Thanks be to God”. This year’s Paschal Candle is entitled The Sea of Galilee and 

was donated by Becky Randall in memory of her Dad, Elmer Blakeway. Won’t you join us! 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

Down, In, And Out: Loving God And Loving Our Neighbor 

     “The practice of stewardship invites us to look in three different directions: DOWN, IN and OUT. We 

begin by looking at how God has come down to us. We then look in to discover all that God has entrusted to 

our care. We end by looking out to understand the needs of our neighbors. While these three actions may not 

always happen in this order, the practice of stewardship always invites all three.  

     This new approach to stewardship requires a large shift in the way that we think and talk about 

stewardship:” 

 

"Stewardship is about paying the 

bills." 
→ 

"Stewardship is about loving 

God and my neighbor." 

"Stewardship is about money." → 
"Stewardship is about my whole 

self." 

"How much of what is mine should I 

give away." 
→ 

How much of what is God's 

should I keep for myself?" 

"We don't have enough." → 
"God has provided for us in 

abundance." 

 

     “The new approach to stewardship is not primarily about paying the congregation’s bills. Instead stewardship 

is about how the congregation together can do God’s work. It is about how the congregation can together live 

out God’s call to love God and our neighbors. Stewardship is directly tied to discipleship. It is no longer about 

the congregation’s need to receive, but about the giver’s need to give. Stewardship is a way of life. It is not just 

about what is given to the congregation, but about how generous we are with all that God has entrusted to our 

care both inside and outside of the church walls and in our homes.” 

(From the ELCA Guide Stewards of God’s Love) 

 

 

LINDA PERRY, DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

 

Journey Together In Lent! 

Youth & Children’s Ministry Moments 

 

Sr. High L.I.F.T - Leaping In Faith Together -12:30 p.m. & Confirmation -2:30 p.m. every Thursday.  

Meet in the Youth Rooms.  Join us for an inspiring time together learning about our Lutheran roots and faith, 

diving into the Word of God and sharing our highs and lows. 

 

Faith Formation Team Meeting – April 2 at 6:30 p.m., Rm. 3 – All are welcome and new members are 

needed – especially youth & parents!  Please come join this energetic team! 

 

The last 2 of our Wednesday Soup Suppers & Lenten Services – April 3 & 10 – Join us for Soup Suppers 

in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30 p.m. followed by a short Lenten Service at 6:30 p.m.  All youth are invited and 

encouraged to attend these special evenings and journey together to the cross of Good Friday and the joy of 

Easter morn!  

 

April 21 – Easter Breakfast & Sunday Services!   See the schedule posted in this Messenger.  All youth are 

needed to HELP HIDE EGGS at 7:50 a.m. for the little ones.  Easter Egg Hunt begins at 8:15 a.m. 

 

SALCA Camp Registrations Are Now Being Accepted.  Visit www.mysalca.com to get an on-line registration 

or turn in the one that has been mailed to your home or given to you at youth group.  SALCA CAMP IS MAY 

27 – 31 at Triangle Y in Oracle!  Full Scholarships are available! 
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SALCA Camp Staff Training – May 3 – 4 -Training begins at 6:00 p.m. at Lord of Grace Lutheran Church in 

Marana and concludes at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday.  All staff are required to attend. We will carpool from the 

church.  Bring your own bedding, toiletries, etc.  This will be an exciting, fun and inspiring time of team building 

and training together to serve in camp ministry!  Be sure to confirm with Linda or Pastor Perry that you will be 

attending. 

 

Middle School Lock-In – Friday, May 10 - 8:00 p.m. to Saturday, May 11 – 8 a.m. - Tanque Verde 

Lutheran Church, Tucson – Come and join many other Jr. High Youth from all over Tucson at this fun and 

faith filled time together!  See Linda Perry to sign up and for more information.   

 

 

INFORMATIONAL POTLUCK FOR VIA DE CRISTO 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7 AT 4:00 PM  

 

You are all invited to SELC’s next potluck in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring your favorite food and enjoy 

other food, songs and fellowship and learn about this Southern Arizona Lutheran Via de Cristo program. 

 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 

 

Butter Braid Fundraiser Update! 

Butter Braid will be delivered on April 8th.  Pick yours up in the late afternoon. 

Call James at Shepherd’s Fold for more information, 520-459-0444. 

________________________________ 

 

CPR, AED AND FIRST AID TRAINING CLASS! 

Hosted by Shepherd’s Fold Childcare 

 

April 27, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. in the SELC Fellowship Hall 

Cost is $20.00 per person 

 

To register or for more information, contact James Anderson (520) 459-0115 

 

 

SANDRA, SANDY, SANDI, SANDIE, ALEXANDER, .....? 

 

If your name is any of the above, or if it is another variation of Sandra, you are invited to brunch on Saturday, 

April 13, 10:30 am at, guess where?  Sandy's!!!  4991 S. Mescalero Road, Sierra Vista.  We seem to have lots 

of us Sandra’s in the congregation and it would be fun for all of us to get acquainted.   Please RSVP to Sandy 

Hall, 520-895-8376 if you are able to come. 

 

 

SECRET PRAYER PARTNERS 

 

The Fellowship team would like to start a secret prayer partner program. This is a ministry to glorify the Lord 

by lifting up your partner in Christ. We would like to start by lifting up our shut-ins and home bound members. 

The program would last through the summer - that is 3 to 4 months. If you would like to be a part of this 

encouraging new way to connect with another member through daily prayer, encouraging cards on special 

occasions and maybe a visit to reveal that you have been the one secretly praying for them at the end of the 

program, please contact Carl McCourt or Linda Radwick.  
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REFUGEE MINISTRY UPDATE 

 

Partnership with Tanque Verde Lutheran Church (TVLC)  

After a very difficult c-section, early birth, Mwamini, the mom in the Erasto family we have been 

helping, is finally home and doing well.  The baby boy was born 10 days early. His name is Iddy. Hope to 

share more details about the baby next month. We introduced this family to you, SELC, in the February 

2019 Messenger.  

Thanks to donations we’ve already made – a crib, car seat, $100 gift card, and rocking chair – plus all 

the time devoted by the team at TVLC helping the family while Mwamini was in the hospital, this family 

is now able to enjoy their new healthy baby.  

TVLC indicated that baby clothes, blankets, and diapers are still needed. The baby is very small so size 

0-3 months is the size needed for now.  If you would like to make a donation of any items please contact 

Gail Hamp, 520-227-3637 or by email hamp.gail@gmail.com. In addition, if you would like to make a 

monetary donation toward this family or in support of our ongoing ministry you may donate to our SELC 

dedicated account - the Refugee Ministry Fund. Checks should be made payable to SELC with Refugee 

Ministry Fund noted on the For line. 

 

New opportunity to help a refugee from Camaroon right here in Sierra Vista 

Last month Refugee Focus in Tucson, asked if we could help a refugee from Cameroon who was able to 

escape government forces with his life but only the clothes he was wearing and some small savings. He 

made his hazardous trek mainly on foot after a plane flight from Nigeria to Ecuador, through Colombia, 

Panama, Costa Rica, Nicaragua, Honduras, Guatemala and the long, long stretch through Mexico to Tijuana 

where he crossed and sought asylum. He was sent to a detention center near Tacoma, Washington where he 

was held for 3 months until he was approved by ICE to live with his cousin and her family right here in 

Sierra Vista. 

His name is Nouredine Mohammed Maiwada. He has a university degree in Business Management, 

speaks English, French, and a little Spanish. He had his own business in Cameroon which he had to suddenly 

abandon to escape with his life.  

Right now his priority is to get a job. He’s willing to work at anything just to make a start. The support 

we’ve given so far has been to help him obtain the necessary IDs he’ll need to be hired.  He knows how to 

use a computer and has a cell phone. 

Please contact either Gail or Doug Hamp, 520-227-3637 or hamp.gail@gmail.com or 

dbhamp@gmail.com.if you know of an opening for which he could apply. Dishwashing would be fine. 

 

 

RUMMAGE SALE 

Friday and Saturday May 17th and 18th - 7am-Noon 

 

Monday May 13th BIG and HEAVY pick up (please call Erin by Wednesday May 8th to be put on the 

pick up list) 

 

Tuesday May 14th - ONE AND ONLY DROP OFF DAY at SELC. Please bring only clean and working 

items 

 

Tuesday-Thursday will be pricing and sorting days..... we can use volunteers of all ages ..... especially 

Tuesday!! 

 

Please be watching for clipboards for signing up to help!! IT TAKES A VILLAGE so please think about 

how you can help. 
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SUNRISE/ SANTA CRUZ GATHERING REPORT 

 

On March 2nd, 15 of us from Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church traveled to Desert Hills Lutheran Church 

in Green Valley to join 99 other men and women for breakfast and lunch and to hear renown professor, 

author, writer Rev. Dr. Mark Allen Powell from Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Ohio speak on Multiple 

Meanings. The very first Bishop of the ELCA Herb Chilstrom was also present and everyone attending was 

gifted his latest book, “The Story of Corinne”. The LOVE OFFERING received was $1,118.00. The day 

was ended in worship at their packed Country Gospel Worship Service.  

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

 

Articles for the May Messenger are due into the church office No Later than APRIL 23. (No exceptions.) 

Please send article submissions to admin@selcaz.org. For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or 

email: admin@selcaz.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


