
THE MESSENGER – AUGUST 2018 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

 

GOODBYE AND GOD BLESS to INTERN PASTOR ERIKA TOBIN 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 26TH 

 

We will have special time as we offer a prayers of blessing and goodbye at both worship services on Sunday, 

August 26, for Intern Pastor Erika Tobin as she completes her Internship with us.   

 

The Internship Committee will be sponsoring a reception following each service. Please make sure to join us 

and send her off in a strong prayerful way! 

 

 

OUTREACH SURVEY 

 

The Ministry Priority Team is asking for your help in shaping the future of our church's outreach over the 

course of the next several years. Starting Sunday August 5th, the team asks you to please complete an eight-

question survey to give feedback about SELC's strengths and weaknesses as well as what areas we can 

concentrate on as new ministries. All members of the church's email distribution list will receive information 

with a link to complete the survey online; otherwise you can go to the church's website which will have the 

link posted.  With our town's recent decision to no longer recycle paper, we encourage as many people as 

possible to help be good stewards of our earth's resources by completing an electronic version of the survey.  

The link is https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JM8HDJR. There will be a small number of paper surveys 

available for those who need them. Any completed paper surveys can be left in the narthex or church office in 

designated boxes/baskets. The deadline for completing the survey is Wednesday, September 19th. 

 

In addition, the team will be sponsoring a Community Leaders Panel on Tuesday, September 11th from 6:00-

7:30 PM in the Fellowship Hall. The congregation is encouraged to participate in the evening to hear about 

how SELC can best address outlined community needs. More details will be coming soon! 

 

If you have any questions, you can contact the team coordinator, Rebecca Dennis, at 335-8697 or 

rubygboo@hotmail.com.  Thanks in advance for helping identify ways our church can help serve our local 

community and beyond! 

 

 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL NEWS 

 

The Council did not hold a formal meeting in July due to travel schedules. A several pertinent business items 

were dealt with via e-mail.  The next Congregational Council meeting will be held Thursday, August 16th in 

room #3. 

 

In Christ, 

Larry Rewis 

SELC Congregation Council President 

 

 

FINANCIAL STATUS AS OF JUNE 30, 2018 

 

 Total income YTD: $191,887.32 

 Total Expenses YTD: $200,383.82 

  (-8,496.50) 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JM8HDJR
mailto:rubygboo@hotmail.com
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FROM THE INTERN 

 

 

My Siblings in Christ, 

 

I can’t believe I’m in my last month with you all. I feel as though I arrived here yesterday …or… that I’ve 

already been here 10 years (and don’t worry, they’ve all been amazing). Time is such a wild, mysterious 

thing. And so is God.  

 

One of the things I have struggled with my whole life is an issue of “self-worth.” (In case you’re not 

familiar with what “self-worth” versus “self-confidence” is: I first defined positive “self-worth” to myself 

as feeling that I — Erika Tobin — am worthy to be somewhere, do something, or receive something. This 

is different than “self-confidence” which I define as knowing that I could do something, receive 

something graciously, or be somewhere and be fine. Thankfully, I do not struggle with self-confidence. 

For me, the issue is — should it be me to do _____ [fill in the blank]? Or should it be someone else who 

is more worthy?) Also, thankfully, my counselors over the years have been great at helping me get better 

at not letting a poor sense of self-worth, hold me back from doing things or being present with people. 

 

I name all of this because you all have been instrumental in my theological formation of understanding 

that, even though I am not perfect and I mess up and forget things, that still, somehow I am worthy to be 

present with you all and to receive your love and support, just as I offer it to you all as well. I say that this 

is part of my theological formation because I have come to understand that my issue with self-worth is 

ultimately rooted in a difficulty to accept that God could truly love me since God can truly see all of me. 

And that’s where you all came in as aides in my theological formation.  

 

Before I had even met any of you, you had generously collected gift cards and other financial support,  

the pantry/refrigerator had been stocked in the intern house, and a welcoming ice cream social had been 

planned. This was (and still somewhat is) an overwhelming, overflowing of love simply because I existed 

and was coming to be with you all. This makes me think of what a relationship with God is like. We exist 

— as imperfect, sometimes mean, sometimes clueless humans — and yet, God still loves us in over-

whelming and overflowing ways. I have no idea how to properly thank you all for this loving welcome 

and for the love and support that did not cease as the year went on, but continued through Via de Cristo, 

Christmas, Easter, and now into the end of my time here while Pastor Mark is away on Sabbatical.  

 

The only thing I can manage is to accept it and to not let me say to myself “but you’re not worthy. You 

haven’t done enough. You haven’t been enough.” And while that is difficult because I know there are 

things that should have happened but didn’t, you all have been instrumental in showing me and making 

me feel what receiving grace in the midst of imperfection is like. And because of that, I have been able to 

practice offering myself grace as well. This has been something that has always been difficult for me. But 

over the course of this year, it has gotten easier due to you all modeling it so powerfully for me. And for 

that, I must say thank you. (Plus, this is a lesson that I am already passing on!) 

 

When I leave here, I am going back to Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary (PLTS) in Berkeley, CA, 

for one more year of classes. On September 14, 2018 and November 8 or 15, 2018 I will have my two 

Approval for Ordination Interviews. In February of 2019 I will go through the Assignment Process to find 

out a region of the United States that I’ll be doing first Call in. And then on May 18, 2019 I will graduate 

with my Master of Divinity and sometime after that I will start my first Call.  

 

At PLTS right now there are issues with student morale in relation to our larger institution. As a leader 

within the community, I am already working with other staff and students to find ways where we can 
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bring about an understanding of grace and love in the midst of imperfection. As well as, ways that we  

can lean more intentionally into gratitude for all that we are being given by our institution, rather than just 

focusing on the things that aren’t there or that have gone wrong.  

 

Without my time here at SELC and without experiencing your love and your commitment of support in a 

myriad of ways, I would not have thought to suggest these focuses for this next school year. And so, I 

pray that the lessons and growth you have offered me will continue to help me as I walk through the rest 

of the path that God has in store for me.  

 

Eternally and from the bottom of my heart: Thank you. Thank you, SELC for being who you are. Thank 

you for welcoming me, for teaching me, for loving me, for watching me grow, for helping me, and for 

being present in this world. You truly are all amazing individuals and a dynamic community. And I am 

blessed to have gotten to know you all and walk alongside you all. Thank you. Thank you for letting me 

be here. Thank you for your love, grace, and support. 

 

All of my love, continued prayers, and gratitude to you all, 

Intern Pastor Erika Tobin 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S RUMMAGE SALE 

(Please take note of dates. Things have changed this year.) 

"It's that time of year” again!!  

 

SALE DATES ARE SEPTEMBER 21ST & 22ND 

7:00 am – 12:00 Noon 

 

Gather up & save any CLEAN and WORKING items to donate to the Women's Summer Rummage Sale 

 

                               Dates to Remember: 

Monday 9/17 

Big and Heavy pick-ups (by pre-arranged apt.) 

 

Tuesday 9/18 – 9:00 am-6:00 pm 

ONE day only for donation drop offs at the church!  

 

Tuesday 9/18, Wednesday 9/19, Thursday 9/20 

Sort and Pricing Days Only 

 

Friday 9/21 and Saturday 9/22 

Sale Days 7:00 am-12:00 Noon 

 

SAVE THE DATES and think about how you would like to help the women this year. 

Clipboards will be going around for SIGNING UP TO HELP starting in mid-August but  

please feel free to call Erin Stephenson at 520-236-2385 whenever you'd like to sign up to help 

or with any other questions.  Appointments for big/heavy pick-ups can also be made with Erin. 

 

 

tel:520-236-2385
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INTRODUCING OUR 2018/2019 INTERN 

 

Hello new friends!! 

 

My name is Amy Janssen and I’m going to be your new Intern 

Pastor starting in September! 

 

I was born and raised in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and I have one older 

sister, who lives in California, and two loving parents who remain 

in Iowa. I attended Gustavus Adolphus College in Minnesota and 

earned a degree in K-12 Music Education. I then moved to Denver, 

Colorado where I lived for about 10 years during which I enjoyed 

both the mountains and the city and followed a few different career 

paths until I participated in a year-long volunteer program called 

Urban Servant Corps. Through Urban Servant Corps I began 

working at a local non-profit in Adult Basic Education, teaching 

math and coordinating a program for adults who were working 

toward passing their GED exams. Through weekly Bible study and volunteering with youth, music, 

benevolence, and service at my home congregation, I grew in faith and began intentionally discerning 

God’s calling on my life. Eventually, I agreed with what all my friends, mentors, coworkers, and pastors 

had been telling me: that I am called to be a Christian Public Leader, guiding others as we participate in 

God’s holy mission together.  In 2016 I formally accepted a call to ministry, was entranced into 

candidacy, and began attending Luther Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

 

I know that the Holy Spirit has been working in the Sierra Vista community and through SELC 

throughout many years of faithful service as a teaching and loving community of faith. I have been 

praying for you and I ask you to pray for me as we transition into this year together. I look forward to 

sharing in worship with you as well as discovering the joys of life in Arizona such as hiking in the 

beautiful mountains (please teach me ALL about how to avoid scorpions!!), touring “wild west” towns, 

enjoying a cool pool on a hot day, admiring desert sunsets, attending sports and arts events in nearby 

Tucson, and simply getting to know you all!  

 

With blessed anticipation, 

Amy Janssen 
 

 

GIFT CARD COLLECTIONS FOR OUR 2018-19 INTERN PASTOR 
 

Our new Intern Pastor, Amy Janssen will soon be here and settling into our community.  As in past years, 

we are looking to collect a variety of gift cards from local stores as a housewarming and welcome gift for 

her to help make the transition a bit easier.  Beginning August 5th, there will be a container in the narthex 

to deposit these gifts.  Amy will be sharing her first worship service with us on September 9th.   
 

 

WELCOME ICE CREAM SOCIAL FOR INTERN PASTOR AMY JANSSEN 

SEPTEMBER 16TH AT 6:30 PM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL. 
 

Please come and give Amy a warm SELC welcome. We’ll let you have a chance to ask her questions and 

she will get the same opportunity. The Internship Committee will organize and provide ice cream and 

some toppings. You are invited to bring additional toppings or ice cream if you would like. Contact  

Barbara Williams at 459-2759 for more information.  
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PASTOR’S SABBATICAL 

 

Please keep Pastor Mark in your prayers as he is on Sabbatical from June 18-August 24th, minus the time 

for accompanying the youth and Linda at the National Youth Gathering.  Please pray for and support 

Intern Pastor Erika as she takes over the pastoral responsibilities during that time.  Father Greg Adolf, St. 

Andrew the Apostle Roman Catholic Church, will also be supporting her during that time.   For questions 

or concerns, please contact Council President, Larry Rewis 520-249-2973 or ljrewis@gmail.com    

Please contact Intern Pastor Erika Tobin for any pastoral care needs, 360-528-0048. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIFE THROUGH THE YEARS AT SELC: 

 
 

 

Mary Alexander 

 

     The year was 1985.  The next was empty since my two sons graduated from the University of Arizona, 

married, and moved far away.  After five years with Child Protective Services, and near burnout, in 

Tucson, plus a history of over twenty-three years as a “camp follower” with the Air Force, a major change 

was indicated.  It came via an invitation from Dr. Norman Chestnut.  He was Sierra Vista’s first 

psychologist.  He invited me to start a private practice with an office in the Park Professional Building.  

At the time I didn’t know that both he and his receptionist, JoLynne Buehring, were members of SELC. 

     I found Sierra Evangelical Lutheran in the phone book and started attending in October 1985.  Imagine 

my delight to discover both Norman and JoLynne in the congregation.  John Stewart was assigned as my 

membership sponsor.  The formal membership confirmation was in January 1986.  I have never regretted 

the move from the “big city” or becoming a part of this church family. 

     Starting private practice was like jumping into the deep end of a very cold swimming pool.  The 

second month I found myself strapped down in the local hospital with a suspected heart attack.  Pastor 

Harl Pike was there to reassure me I would not be abandoned.  After two days with no answers, I checked 

myself out AMA.  Pastor Pike took me from the hospital to my residence.  I concluded that I had 

experienced a panic attack, not a heart attack.  In never recurred. 

     Few members of the congregation knew that Judy Pike and I maintained a treatment program for incest 

offenders for over eighteen years.  We met every Monday evening in the upstairs of the annex.  It 

terminated when laws were changed that resulted in cessation of referrals.  I know the Lord made it 

possible for many individuals and families to be healed from the pernicious effects of incest. 

     One of our precious Interns prayed with my mother in her final days at Life Care Center.  That Intern 

went on to be a career Army chaplain. 

     Interim Pastor Paul Hayes was at my side sometime later when I was again being admitted to the local 

hospital, that time for a pulmonary embolism.  His prayerful support kept me calm. 

     I cite these personal memoirs to highlight how much SELC has impacted my life, but it’s the love and 

warmth of this family that keeps me thanking God for leading me here. 

 
 

 

 

SIERRA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

60TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
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Erin Stephenson 

 

     “How long member/attending SELC?”     I have been attending SELC since 1987. 

     “What drew you to SELC?”    My mom. 

     “Why belong to SELC?”     I grew up here, was baptized here, confirmed here, and received my quilt 

here.... I built a family here!!!! 

     “Why continued with SELC?”     I continue here because this is my family!! I learn in a new way every 

year with our intern program, I get to worship with people that knew me when I was a crazy little 7 year 

old and they still love me today!! I have seen Jesus through these people of SELC. I have seen Jesus 

through their bad days and they have seen me through mine. My roots mean something to me!! My 

mother is one of the strongest people I know, and that’s because of Jesus and because her mother and 

daddy brought her to church.  

     I wouldn’t trade the stories I’ve heard from true saints like John Stewart and Ross Randolph, joking 

around with Lee Kopple on Sundays after basketball games, being mentored by Mickie Wralstad, visiting 

Mary Olive in the office and trying to remember to put her chair back exactly how she liked it, our old 

patio sunrise services (especially in the snow), our trip to New Orleans for the national youth gathering, 

camping with bears and sleeping in bathrooms, I wouldn’t trade these memories for anything. SELC is 

my family!! Through thick and thin. 

 
 

 

Clara (C.J.) Abraham 

 

     How long have I attended a Lutheran Church?     I am a life-long Lutheran! My mom, the eldest of 

seven children, was raised in the tenant house for a farm that I would later know as home.  My mom 

observed a red-headed, handsome young man working in the fields, and one day she saw him working in 

the barn. Although there was a barnyard full of cattle between her and the young man, he invited her into 

the barn. A city girl, she had never seen a cow up close and so BIG. While scared, she didn’t want to let 

that handsome redheaded man know, so she stepped into the barn.  Several dates later, he proposed, and 

she said ‘yes.’ They were married in St. Luke's Lutheran Church in 1946 in Amsterdam, NY, and they 

started their family. I am the youngest of five children.  All of us children were baptized and confirmed in 

the same church.  Three of us children never got married, but my brother and sister who did marry also 

married in the same church.  

     What brought me to Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church?     When my best friend was told by her 

doctor that she would not survive another New York winter because of her asthma and was told to move 

to either Arizona or Nevada, she pulled out the encyclopedia and started her research; she took a vacation 

and decided to move to Sierra Vista.  I had vacation time also and decided to tag along for support.  When 

the decision was made to move to Sierra Vista, I thought long and hard before deciding I would move 

also.  That was way back in 1989.  I visited with the Pastor of our sister congregation and asked about 

churches in the Sierra Vista, Arizona, area; he looked up churches and found Sierra Evangelical Lutheran 

Church.  I joined and have been a member ever since.  Gin moved to Whetstone and I moved to Sierra 

Vista; Gin later moved to Sierra Vista and I moved to Huachuca City.  I lost my best friend in 2000 due to 

a severe asthma attack. 

     Why did I continue?     Why not?  This is my home; my friends are here; this is my Arizona family.  

One couldn't ask for better weather; I don't want to look for another church because I couldn't find a better 

church because there isn't one out there… at least, not for me; this is home.  Yes, I still have my family 

and friends back in NY, but what is it they say?  ‘It is a nice place to visit, in the summer time. So that is 

my story and I am sticking to it. 
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Brenda Briscoe Snyder 
 

My name is Brenda Briscoe Snyder.  My husband John (who I call Jack) was a transplant patient 2011. 

In the summer of 2012 he asked me to research and find a Lutheran church.  I did my research and found 

SELC.  We started going as often as we could.  Both of us enjoyed listening to Pastor Mark.  In March of 

2013 Jack had found out his cancer had returned.  He continued to fight, however July 23,2013 he was 

called away.  Pastor Mark spoke at his Celebration of Life August 25 2013 as I wanted our children to be 

able to attend services.  I feel as if I belong here.  My friends, work and church keep me going.  I have 

only a few years to retirement with Family and MWR at Fort Huachuca as I had transferred here in 1992. 

As a military wife. My daughter Misty also prior army married and lives in San Antonio works with Usaa, 

husband Todd and my granddaughter Isobella age 14 who was just diagnosed with lupus. My Son Steven 

US Army, wife Janet, Grandson Czin age 13 and granddaughter Betty age 7 Stationed at Fort Wainright 

Alaska.  I will continue to go here as this is my home. 
 

 
 

Joanna Michelich 
 

     Born in Twin Falls, Idaho, I was baptized in a Missouri Synod Lutheran Church. When I was nine, my 

parents moved our family to Douglas, Arizona, where we attended what was at that time the only 

Lutheran church in town, a Wisconsin Synod church, where I was confirmed. As the congregation was 

quite small, my entire family was very active in the church in various capacities; as a teenager, I taught 

Sunday School and shared organist duties with my mother. After graduate school, I assumed my first 

professional position as a university administrator in Grand Forks, North Dakota, where I met and married 

John, a local pharmacist who hailed from northern Minnesota. He was born and raised a devout Catholic. 

We subsequently moved for further education and professional reasons to Idaho, Washington, Michigan, 

and Arizona over the course of many years. During that time, we sporadically attended various churches, 

looking for a faith community. However, none of the churches that we attended resonated with us, and it 

became easier to simply remain unchurched. 

     We moved to Sierra Vista in 1998 for professional reasons, and one of my colleagues at Cochise 

College was Ruth Britton. Over the years, she would invite us to attend the Christmas Cantata or a special 

Easter service, and we accepted those invitations. A second significant event occurred for me in 2008 

related to SELC. My father was a patient at Life Care Center and nearing his final days here on earth. One 

day in May, both Ruth and SELC Intern Jennifer Falkman came to visit and pray with us. I began to 

realize that there was a message for me! As we neared the end of our working lives in 2009, I recognized 

that my ‘itch’ to affiliate and find a faith community in which we’d BOTH feel welcomed and accepted 

had been ‘scratched’, and our spiritual drought ended. While John remains a committed Catholic, he 

regularly joins me for services and special events. Soon after becoming a member of our church in 2010, 

Pastor Perry invited me to join the Ministry Priority-setting team. Because of that experience, I learned so 

much about our congregation and our church ministries and opportunities. 

     And it is those opportunities and the incredible people of SELC that keep my interest and why I 

belong, and John attends, our church. We are a very open, giving, caring congregation. One very 

significant aspect of our church compared to virtually all churches I had previously ‘shopped’ is that we 

are externally focused! We care about families OUTSIDE our congregation and our members spend 

countless, selfless hours assisting with the Salvation Army, ViCAP, the Helping Hands tutoring program, 

Potter’s Hands, the Ladrillo project…and the list goes on and on and on…. Indeed, we are a church 

dedicated to love in action! And as a retired educator, I have also been incredibly proud of our Intern 

program; what a wonderful gift this program is to God’s people everywhere!  

     In sum, after years of being ‘unchurched,’ I’m delighted to have joined a congregation that cares about  

its parishioners, that sees all as family, and that holds promise for serving our Lord now and into the  

future. 
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THE JULY 60TH ANNIVERSARY HISTORY 

CHALLENGE QUESTION 

 

   Have there been more men or women interns since our church began? 

How many of each including Erika?    

 

Responses can be emailed to selc60th@gmail.com with the subject line  

containing that month’s history question.  Answers must be submitted for 

each question by the last day of that respective month to qualify. Responses 

will be tallied with the names of those individuals submitting the most correct 

answers entered into a drawing to be held at the celebration.   

RESPONSES MUST BE SUBMITTED NO LATER THAN AUGUST 31! 

 

 

FAITH FORMATION FOCUS FOR ALL! 

News & Updates from Linda Perry – Dir. of Faith Formation 

DFF@selcaz.org – 520-459-0444 

 

JUBILANT JOYS FROM JUNE & JULY! 

     It’s been a joyful summer as I reflect upon and give thanks for the joys I have been blessed to share and 

experience with our youth these past two months, from the Faith Stepping Stone of Graduation Quilt 

Sunday, to pool parties, summer morning movies, Tombstone photo fun, servant projects, Bunko game 

nights, Vacation Bible School, the E.P.I.C. event so superbly and joyfully lead by Intern Pastor Erika, and 

of course the blessing and highlight of attending the ELCA Youth Gathering in Houston, TX with 7 of our 

High School youth!   

     I would like to take this opportunity to share highlights about the Gathering and what this special event 

encompasses.  Let me first say again how deeply grateful Pastor Mark and I are along with our youth who 

attended; Betty Burford, Kaylei Clark, Lilliana Dicks, Scott Gehris, Alexis Lopez, Brianna Peterson 

and Sevanah Urias for your encouragement, prayers and financial gifts of support.  We could not have 

done this without you and your generosity is overwhelming!   

     The mission of the ELCA Youth Gathering, that occurs every 3 years in a different city in the U.S., is 

faith formation in teenagers. This is done in meaningful and unique ways through worship, service, 

interactive learning, Bible study and fellowship.  The Gathering strives to be a place where young people 

can be both affirmed and challenged in their faith, experience new perspectives, ponder their vocation, and 

be in prayer and conver-sation about what God may be calling them to be in the world.  They also learn 

about the ELCA, and bond with their congregational youth in a strong and unique way.   

     The theme for this Gathering was “God’s Love, Grace and Hope Changes Everything!” There were 

four main components of the 5 days.  The first is the Interactive Learning Day where participants are 

invited to encounter God, their vocation interests and God’s work in the world through a variety of learning 

styles, interactive and sensory experiences all packed into a 700,000 square foot space!  The second 

component is Synod Day, when participants meet for worship, Bible study, singing and learning.  We had 

over 400 youth from the Grand Canyon Synod and it was marvelous!  In Service Learning Days 

participants engage in a variety of service projects that help people and organizations in Houston.  Some 

projects involved cleanup of flood damaged areas, painting at schools or shelters and serving in soup 

kitchens to name a few.  Our group along with two other churches, wrote cards and notes to human 

trafficking victims while learning about the depth and magnitude of human trafficking, understanding the 

issue, recognizing warning signs and knowing how to seek help or offer help to others.  This took place at 

an amazing and innovative non-profit coffee house called Second Cup that helps support and educate the 

community and victims of sex trafficking.  Lastly, are Mass Gatherings, where all 30,000+ teens and adults 

gather each night in the stadium. This is a time of excitement, celebration, learning, challenge and reflection 
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through the amazing and powerful speakers, and the beautifully led praise songs by the gifted and heartfelt 

house band and special guest Christian artists and bands.  The enthusiasm, flowing of the Holy Spirit, energy 

and decibel levels were unforgettable and feels as if it is still resonating through us almost a month later!  

Then, on Sunday, we concluded with a powerful and beautiful worship experience in the stadium with 

presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton.  It truly was a blessed and remarkable time together.   I look forward to 

sharing more with you in the fall one Sunday morning at our Faith Formation hour where the youth, Pastor 

Mark and myself will share pictures, videos and personal stories about our most memorable moments at the 

gathering.  May God’s love, grace and hope that changes everything, abide daily with each of you! 

 

SELC Volunteers & Children Make a Big Splash at Splash Canyon VBS! 

     It was a fun, faith-filled, energetic, inspirational and servant-hearted week together as we shared in the 

ministry of Vacation Bible School with Immanuel Lutheran Church!  It was a special blessing and delight 

to share alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ from Immanuel and get to know them better as we 

shared the Good News and joy of Jesus with 40+ children ages 4 to 12 years old.  I am especially grateful 

to Intern Pastor Erika for her enthusiastic and joy-filled spirit in leading the Opening Time for each day 

and to the 15 others from SELC who helped us serve these precious children and share the love of Jesus 

with them.  Faith Jackson from Immanuel and the Director of VBS, told me they could not have done it 

without the help of everyone who came from SELC.  She was so very grateful to all of us and for the 

generous donations and gifts of money we offered.  Pastor Gary Brown thanked me as well, and we had fun 

with him each day as he led the Closing Time! 

     I celebrate and give great thanks for following individuals who helped in variety of ways, either through 

game time, stories, crafts, snack and lunch time and wherever else they were needed:  Linda, Leona, Betty, 

Ian & Kylie Burford, Rebecca Dennis, Lilliana Dicks, Scott Gehris, Alexis Lopez, Marianna 

Martinez, Monica Montoya, Rich & Linda Radwick, Mike Silvis and Cindy Wiste.  Thank you all for 

taking the time and energy out of your busy schedules to serve these young children! 

 

COMING SOON 

• Faith Formation Team Meeting on September 4 -6:30 pm in Room 3  

• L.I.F.T. & Confirmation begin on September 13 – 12:30 p.m. & 2:30 p.m. 

• SYATP – See You At The Poles – September 26 at Buena High – 6:30 a.m. & JCMS – 7:30 a.m. 

 

 

THE HELPING HEARTS TUTORING PROGRAM 

 

Our team is looking for volunteers to tutor one-on-one with a student from Grades 1-6 in reading and/or 

math. Help is also needed to provide snacks and welcome the children, or just be a hands-on helper.   

We also need people who can present a 15-minute activity. Activities may cover a wide range: reading a 

story, reciting a poem or ballad, playing a game, sharing an interesting collection or hobby (i.e. rocks or 

fossils), talking about the environment, leading a song or doing an art activity. A orientation for all adults 

involved is scheduled for Wednesday, September 12th from 2 - 4 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  New tutors 

will be required to watch a video on child safety and agree to a background check. Tutoring will be on 

Wednesdays again this year and starts on September 26th. This is a rewarding program for both volunteer 

tutors and students. Teaching experience is not required. For more information and to volunteer, contact 

one of the coordinators: Janet Pressler at 520-255-0507 or janet.pressler@gmail.com; Janet Bobar at  

520-458-4571 or bobarb3@cox.net; or Joan Blockhus-Morgan at blockhusmorgan1@cox.net or 520-559-

4490. 

 

SIGN UP ON THE PATIO AFTER CHURCH SERVICES ON AUGUST 19TH AND 26TH. 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

Do you shop online at Amazon??  If so, did you know there is a simple and automatic way for you to 

support our church?  AmazonSmile is a website operated by Amazon that lets you enjoy the same wide 

selection of products, low prices, and convenient shopping features as on Amazon.com.  The difference is, 

when you shop on AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to 

the eligible charitable organization (SELC is one) of your choice – at no cost to you! 

 

How does it work?  

• Visit smile.amazon.com.  

• Sign on with your existing Amazon account (or create one if you are a new customer) 

• Under “Pick your own charitable organization” type in Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

• Click "Select and Start Shopping”. It’s that simple! 

• You are now automatically using Amazon Smile.  

• Select any item marked "Eligible for Amazon Smile" (there are tens of millions to choose from) 

and select “Proceed To Check Out.” 

 

Amazon will remember your charity selection.  However, you must always start at smile.amazon.com in 

order for SELC to receive the 0.5% donation from Amazon.  Amazon deposits the proceeds on a quarterly 

basis directly into SELC’s checking account.   

 

Every little bit can help our mission plan.  If you have questions, contact Sandy Stephenson or Leslie 

McCourt. 

 

Jim Cleven, Leslie McCourt, Sandy Stephenson & Joanne March 

The Stewardship Team 

 

 

NOTES FROM YOUR ALTAR GUILD 

 

 Prayers for Healing are being offered following each service, once a month (usually the last Sunday of 

the month.)  This is a form of prayer and ministry with the sick that can take place in the home, hospital 

or Sanctuary.  This encourages a ministry with the sick that draws upon the full word and sacraments of 

the church since it follows so closely after our worship.  This ministry uses the laying on of hands and 

anointing oil and personal prayers with and for anyone who has a need.  Sundays is which Prayers of 

Healing take place are announced in the bulletin and you just come forward to the Chanel area after the 

service to be blessed by this incredible ministry.  If you need or want prayers of healing at any time, just 

contact Pastor Mark or the Intern. 

 

 Have you noticed that our Bible bakers have been very busy this year baking bread for communion 

almost every Sunday!?!  We still use wafers on those Sundays that have intinction.  We would love to 

have your feedback about the bread.  You can share with any member of the Altar Guild. 

 

 Have you noticed the color of the paraments?  This is important to us because it indicates the season we 

are in.  Green is the color of growth and it is used during the time after Pentecost which is the season we 

currently are in.  Green represents growth in the Christian way of life and thought.  Our faith grows by 

hearing the Word and taking part in the sacraments. 
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WOMEN OF SELC NEWS 
 

W-SELC Combined Bible Study – (Attention: Please Note Venue Change) 

     Our August combined Bible Study is coming up on Saturday, August 18th.  This year we will be 

meeting in the air-conditioned Fellowship Hall at 9:00 am.  Your study leaders will be Dotti Pohlman and 

Linda Radwick.  Bring your July/August Gather Magazine which has both studies in it, your Bible, and 

your prayerful heart.  We will be discussing the challenge of keeping our women’s organization alive and 

afloat without leadership.  This will affect all women who worship at SELC so come and put your two 

cents worth in, please.  If you do not subscribe to the Gather (which is a superb Christian women’s 

magazine), we will have copies of the Bible studies at this gathering.  
 

Upcoming: 

• Volunteers needed to bring baked goods to both the Police and Fire Departments on Helping Hands 

Sunday, Sept. 2nd. 

• Annual Bi-Annual business meeting changed to Oct. 6th.  Luncheon from 11:30 am-2:30 pm. 

Circle leaders contact Leslie McCourt regarding menu. 

• The WELCA Grand Canyon Synod 2018 Convention/Gathering is Nov 9-11 at the Crowne Plaza 

Airport Hotel in Phoenix.  Information and Signup sheets are posted on the Website. 
 

 

SHEPHERD’S FOLD CHILDCARE 
 

This month we “lose” 6 of our precious little ones to Kindergarten.  While we are excited for them, we 

will miss them and are sad to see them go.  Please pray for them and their families as they make this big 

transition. 
 

The “Learning Garden” is growing strong!  We are picking a lot of zucchini and cucumbers as well as 

other produce.  Thank you so much to Sandy Hall for all her work and support in this great adventure. 
 

On a personal note, I would like to thank you all for your prayers concerning my accident.  Though a few 

broken ribs have slowed me down I am doing better each day. 
 

Dena Anderson, Director of Shepherd’s Fold Childcare 
 

 

THANKYOU! THANKYOU! THANKYOU! THANKYOU! THANKYOU! THANKYOU! 
 

Dear SELC Family: 

I am extending a very sincere and heartfelt thank you for the prayers, altar flower arrangements, visits, 

phone calls, cards and emails, which I received after my April 30th surgery.  Your outpouring of caring 

was very humbling.  And, a special thank you to Pastor Mark who stayed with Hanna and our sons until 

11:00 pm, when I was stabilized and had a good chance of recovery from triple by-pass that was difficult 

and did not go well.  Thank you again from the bottom of my NEW heart.  

God bless you all. 

In Christ's love, John Cannon 

_________________________________ 

 

For the Prayer Shawl Ministry from Military Personnel 

I received your shawl in an Operation Gratitude package….. THANK YOU!  Your time and support is 

greatly appreciated.  I’m sure to have this for years to come and reflect fondly on it.   

Much Love,  Elizabeth Baker 
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CHANGE OF RECYCLING GUIDELINES 

 

As many of you know the rules for the Sierra Vista Recycling Program have changed.  The recycle bins 

have been removed as we are no longer able to recycle paper, which was the primary source of our 

program.  The office and Shepherd’s Fold Childcare is still recycling a few item per city regulations. 

 

Below is a list and rules of new recycling program: 

 

Place Only These Items Into Your Blue Recycling Bin 

• Plastic #1 & #2 Containers: Look for the #1 and #2 icons on the bottom of the containers.  

• Corrugated Cardboard: Break down and flatten large boxes to make room for more recyclables.  

Corrugated cardboard — the kind with wavy lines in the middle — is the only kind of cardboard 

the City can accept at this time. Please do not place fiberboard in your blue bin: i.e. used for shoe 

boxes, cereal boxes, paper towel cores, and other packaging. 

• Metal Cans: Food and beverage cans only.  

All items should be loose, dry, and clean. Please remove labels, lids, and caps. 

 

Glass Recycling: You can drop off your glass jars and bottles 24/7 at the Pedro Castro Maintenance 

Center, 401 Guilio Cesare Avenue. Find bins at the south end of the parking lot. Please remove all lids 

and labels. 

 

Thank you for doing your part by following the rules so SELC can continue doing our part with recycling. 

 

 

 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

SELC’S ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC - SEPTEMBER 9TH 

 

The Church Picnic will be held on Sunday, September 9th from 1-5 pm at Len Roberts Park, 101 E. 

Theater Dr. (The same park as last year). We will have use of the whole park for the picnic and use of the 

water feature for 2 hours. Please bring a towel and dry clothes. There will be homemade ice cream and 

everyone is asked to bring a covered dish to share. Lemonade, iced tea and water will be provided. There 

will be games such as corn hole, kick ball and water balloon toss with prizes for the winners. 
 

 
 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 

Please send article submissions for the August Messenger to admin@selcaz.org.  Articles are due into 

the church office No Later than August 24.  For questions or comments please call 459-0444 or email: 

admin@selcaz.org 
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AUGUST 2018 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

11 am Fellowship 

Team Meeting 

530 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

2 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

9 am Worship 

and Music 

Meeting 

7 pm Plus 

Square Dancing 

3 

1 pm Senior 

Games 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

4 

7 am Men's 

Prayer 

Breakfast 

5 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

In-Home 

Communion 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

6 

530 pm 

Evangelism 

Team Meeting 

7 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

8 

11 am Shepherd's 

Fold Board 

Meeting  

530 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

9 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm Plus 

Square Dancing 

10 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

11 

12 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

In-Home 

Communion 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

13 14 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

5 pm Faith 

Formation 

Meeting 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

15 

9 am Bible Study 

10:30 am 

Stewardship Team 

Meeting 

530 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

16 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

6:30 pm SELC 

Council 

Meeting 

7 pm Plus 

Square Dancing 

17 

6 pm Wine, 

Women & the 

Word Book 

Club 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

18 

9 am 

Combined 

Circle 

Gathering 

19 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

2:30 pm 

Potter's Hands 

Meal 

20 21 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

10 am 60th 

Anniv. Team 

Meeting 

4 pm Good 

Neighbor 

Alliance Meal 

Prep 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

22 

9 am Bible Study 

530 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

23 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm Plus 

Square Dancing 

24 

5 pm Sanctuary 

Reserved 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

25 

12 pm SELC 

Facilities 

Reserved 

26 

Intern Erika 

Tobin Final 

Sunday 

8 &10:45 am 

Worship 

9:30 am Faith 

Formation 

27 28 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm 

Fellowship Hall 

Reserved  

29 

9 am Bible Study 

530 pm Partners 

in Praise Practice 

7 pm Choir 

Rehearsal 

30 

7:45 am 

Exercise Group 

7 pm Plus 

Square Dancing 

31 

6 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

Lessons 

7:30 pm 

Mainstream 

Square Dancing 

  

 


