
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR SELC 
COVID-19 RESPONSE TEAM 

 
For the past few weeks, some within our congregation 
have asked questions about the protocols put into place 
by our COVID-19 Response Team. They share the 
awareness that some other churches in Sierra Vista have 
relaxed their requirements regarding masks and social 
distancing.  Your Team met again on October 12th and 
reaffirmed the protocols and other practices we are 
currently following and want to ensure that all within our 
congregation understand our rationale. 
 

In early August, COVID-19 numbers were at a relatively 
low point in Cochise County. For example, we were 
experiencing new cases at the rate of 5 per 100,000 
population on August 1st.  But then the Delta variant hit. 
By August 9th, that number had jumped to 14.1, to 19.9 
by August 22nd, and on to 26.9 by August 31st, placing us 
in the ‘very high risk’ category according to the Center 
for Disease Control. Sadly, while most of Arizona counties 
have continued on a downward trajectory, Cochise 
County continues to experience a growth in positive 
COVID-19 cases.  As of today’s date, (October 14) we are 
now at 49/100,000, placing us in the top two counties in 
terms of transmission and positive cases. We are also the 
second worst county in the state in terms of infection rate 
(1.06) which means for any person infected, s/he infects 
a statistical average of slightly over one more person. The 
October 13th edition of the Herald/Review quoted Martha 
Montano, Cochise County Health and Social Services lead 
epidemiologist, as saying “the county had 400 new cases 
just last week; they increase as the third wave 
continues.” She went on to state that a concomitant issue 
has emerged: so many hospital beds are filled with COVID-
19 patients that we are running out of hospital rooms for 
other health care matters requiring hospitalization.  All 
of this information means COVID-19 is at a very high level 
locally and not declining, despite overall statewide and 
national numbers. 



When the COVID-19 Response Team was put into place 
over a year and a half ago, we all agreed that we would 
follow CDC guidelines in terms of best practices.  By way 
of this message, we again are communicating that we 
intend to continue following these guidelines. If and when 
our infection numbers and rates warrant, adjustments 
can and will be made to these guidelines, as we have done 
in the past. But for now we believe we need to continue 
to adhere to these best practices as reiterated by Dr. 
Alicia Thompson, director of Cochise County Health and 
Social Services department, in the same October 13th 
article: “the need for people to be tested and vaccinated 
to stop the spread of the virus…and by what is now a 
mantra---wear masks indoors, practice social distancing, 
wash hands frequently and stay home if sick.” 
 

Thank you for your patience and understanding in these 
truly challenging times.   
 


