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LIVE STREAMING WORSHIP SERVICES ONLINE 

Worship services are offered online.  Your Pastor, Intern Pastor, musicians and other worship leaders (no 

more than 10 total!) will gather to celebrate worship online with you from the sanctuary. 

 

Final Mid-Week Lenten Service at 11:00 am on Wednesday April 1st.   

 

Sunday Worship will be celebrated at 10:00 am each week, including a sermon and communion with those 

present and at home.  

 

(Just to be clear:  Due to COVID-19 restrictions, no one other than a few worship leaders 

will be permitted to join us in the sanctuary at these times). 

 

 
 

 

HOLY WEEK at SELC 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 9th, 7:00 p.m.  

“From the Upper Room to the Darkness of the Garden Betrayal” 

LIVE STREAMED at selcaz.org 
_______________ 

 

Good Friday, April 10th - “Walking the Way of the Cross” 

7:00 p.m. – “The Path of the Passion of the Christ” 

LIVE STREAMED at selcaz.org 
_______________ 

 

Easter Sunday, April 12th at 10:00 a.m.  

Resurrection Celebration Services at SELC will be LIVE STREAMED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UPDATED! CHURCH OFFICE INFORMATION 

 

Effective immediately, the church office is closed to all non-essential visits.  If it is imperative you come 

to the office, please call and make an appointment.  Also, for any other assistance or information, please 

contact us at 459-0444 or admin@selcaz.org. 

 

Watch for more info and updates in weekly newsletters and on our website when they become available.   

www.selcaz.org 
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FROM THE TREASURER 

 

In these challenging and uncertain times, we so appreciate those who have continued their giving to the 

Lord! 

Tithes/Offerings can be submitted by the following ways: 

• Online option for giving by going to the church website: www.selcaz.org and click on “giving” on the 

purple stripe at top of page.  On the Giving page will be information and a place to click to give online.  

If you have questions call Sandy Stephenson, Financial Secretary at 378-4678.   

• Mailed in - Sierra Lutheran Church - 101 N. Lenzner Ave., Sierra Vista, AZ 85635 

• Drop off in the locked black mailbox by the office door, which will be checked daily.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LINDA PERRY 

DIRECTOR OF FAITH FORMATION 

Cross Generational, Youth & Children’s 

 

 

 

3/8/20 “GIFT” Celebration ACROSTICS (using the phrase, “Jesus The Teacher”) 

 

Joy 

Excited 

Savior 

Us 

Sun 
 

Thanks 

Holly 

Eternal 
 

Tears 

Everyone’s (God) 

Always 

Cross 

Home 

Evermore 

Royal 

(by group with Miles’ family  

among others) 

 

The Joy of 

Having an Eternal 

Savior 

United 

In Salvation. 

Trusting in the 

Holiness of His 

Everlasting 

Truth. 

Ruler of the Earth 

Almighty 

Counselor of 

Heaven and 

Earth 

Rejoice! 

(by another group, with Leslie McCourt, 

Marilyn Hewitt, among others) 

 

Financial Update as of Feb 29, 2020 

 $ 35,612 YTD Total YTD Income 

 $ 31,905 YTD Total YTD Expenses 

                  $   3,707 YTD  

 

 $ 65,976 YTD Total YTD Income 

 $ 59,722 YTD Total YTD Expenses 

                  $   6,253 YTD (rounded) in the black 
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FROM INTERN PASTOR PAUL BENZ 

 

Connection in the time of COVID-19 

-Re-ligare- 

 We need to experience connection with one another. Whether this a statement of obvious fact that 

you have known from years of church life, work life, and family life, or if it’s been a profound reminder 

from a recent book, article, or Brene Brown Ted Talk- this is a truth we all have an opportunity to rediscover 

and recommit to in the coming days and weeks. Though we have been forced into this condition of social 

distancing by response to a pandemic none of us would ever wish for, we can re-frame our current 

conditions (and certainly how we internalize them) by our perspective and daily actions. Our own Bishop 

aptly re-framed the phrase social distancing by clarifying it as physical distancing. We can be physically 

distant while still being socially connected.  

 Being socially connected through phone calls, virtual face to face with Facetime, Zoom or Skype, 

online correspondence, and even old-fashioned letter writing is a way to cultivate our humanity, our mental 

wellbeing, and our ability to live whole-heartedly. This is what experts agree on from scientific research 

and it is also what we know to be true from experience: the feeling of gratitude and the visible smile after 

we get off the phone with a loved one, or read a letter of an email they wrote us. These connections remind 

us what is to love and to be loved.  

 So I add my voice to the chorus which includes Henrietta H. Fore the Executive Director of UNICEF 

in reminding members of our community of the invitations we have already been blessed with by Bishop 

Hutterer, Pastor Mark and many others to actively participate in life by incorporating some of these tips 

into our daily lives now altered by physical distancing: 1) Establish a routine – going to bed and waking up 

at the same time, exercise, chores and a bath 2) Stay connected with some of the above mentioned avenues- 

open up about how you’re feeling and ask others how they’re feeling, check in regularly with loved ones- 

especially those who may be more physically isolated than others  3) Engage in your favorite hobbies as 

much as possible (our family watched Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood and the value of Mr. Rogers’ 

messages will be the topic of future reflections) whether it’s knitting, wood working, journaling, music or 

any number of meaningful favorite pastimes, 4) Pray so that you don’t have to worry. Transform your worry 

into a structured prayer time and give yourself permission to do this 5) Meditation, Bible study, exercise, a 

gratitude journal (this for me can be as simple as gratitude lists- at least three everyday). Family, singing, 

laughing, hope… all of these things have not been cancelled.  

 So while we are staying healthy and informed (informed of course by reliable sources like the 

cdc.gov website), we are reminded of the above ways that we as a community can stay connected. And 

remember the word religion comes from the same Latin word as ligament: Religion at its core meaning 

reminds us of the human need to reconnect to the most important things in life- to reconnect with our source 

and those with whom we share this brief journey through life. 

 Lastly, I reject the blame on (insert any popular scapegoat) that this virus is caused by God’s wrath 

for something we presume to know about or dislike. I acknowledge rather that this pandemic is a part of 

living in a world where humans have not yet reached paradise. Having said this, I do see the value in Isaiah’s 

precedent to practice physical distancing in certain times: “Go my people, enter your rooms and shut the 

doors behind you; hide yourselves for a little while until his wrath has passed by.” -Isaiah 26:20  

 

Your Brother In Christ 

 

 

 

 

Intern Pastor Paul Benz 
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 

 

The 50th anniversary of EARTH DAY will be April 22, 2020.  The website has a wealth of information 

including over 40 tips that we, as individuals, can do as good stewards of our environment.  

The following is a partial list of some of those tips: 

1. Replace inefficient incandescent light bulbs with efficient CFLs or LEDs.  Reduce your carbon 

footprint by 450 pounds a year. 

2. Keep your tires properly inflated and get better gas mileage.  Reduce your carbon footprint 20 

pounds for each gallon of gas saved. 

3. Change your car’s air filter regularly. 

4. Stop using disposable plastics, especially single-use plastics like bottles, bags and straws. 

5. Bring reusable bags when you shop. 

6. Take a shorter shower and use a water-saving shower head. 

7. Turn off and unplug electronics you’re not using.  This includes turning off your computer at night. 

8. Turn off lights when you leave a room. 

9. Lower the temperature on your water heater. 

10. Recycle batteries from small appliances and your electronics.  Use rechargeable batteries instead. 

The complete list of tips can be seen on the website:  www.earthday.com - scroll to the bottom of the home 

page and in the left column, click on Earth Day Tips. 

 

SELC stewardship team – Jim Cleven, Leslie McCourt, Sandra Stephenson and Joanne March, Chair 

 

 

SELC MUSIC DIRECTOR SEARCH 

 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) is searching for a part-time Music/Choir director to lead the 

Congregation in worshipful music and singing at regular and special services. This position supervises the 

SELC organist and the Contemporary Worship team leader(s) as well. Hours will vary as required. If 

interested please contact the church office at 520-459-0444, admin@selcaz.org or go to our website: 

https://www.selcaz.org. 

 

 

2020 RUMMAGE SALE UPDATE 

 

Hello all!! Erin Stephenson here. Just wanted to give a little heads up that we will be postponing the 

rummage sale as of now. If anything changes we will let you know. Please if you have any questions about 

it or the items you may already have ready, give me a call. If you leave a message, I will get back to you as 

soon as possible. Thank you and God bless!! 

Erin Stephenson - 236-2385 or erinneedsawc@hotmail.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 



5 

APRIL 2020 SELC CALENDAR  

 
  1 

11 am On-Line 
Lenten 
Midweek 
Service 

2 3 4 

5 
In-Home 
Communion 
10 am On-Line 
Palm Sunday 
Worship 
Service 

6 7 8 9 
7 pm On-Line 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

10 
7 pm On-Line 
Good Friday 
Service 

11 

12 
In-Home 
Communion 
10 am On-Line 
Easter Service 

13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 
10 am On-Line 
Sunday 
Worship 
Service 
3 pm BOC 
Ministries Hot 
Meal  

20 21 
4 pm Good 
Neighbor 
Alliance Meal 
Prep 

22 23 
Messenger 
Deadline 

24  25 

26 
10 am On-Line 
Sunday 
Worship 
Service 

27 28 29 30    

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/1/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780722-2020-04-01-11-am-on-line-lenten-midweek-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780722-2020-04-01-11-am-on-line-lenten-midweek-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780722-2020-04-01-11-am-on-line-lenten-midweek-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780722-2020-04-01-11-am-on-line-lenten-midweek-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/5/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029088-2020-04-05-in-home-communion/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029088-2020-04-05-in-home-communion/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-05-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-05-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-05-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-05-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/9/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1320129-2020-04-09-7-pm-maundy-thursday-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1320129-2020-04-09-7-pm-maundy-thursday-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1320129-2020-04-09-7-pm-maundy-thursday-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1320129-2020-04-09-7-pm-maundy-thursday-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/10/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1320135-2020-04-10-7-pm-good-friday-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1320135-2020-04-10-7-pm-good-friday-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1320135-2020-04-10-7-pm-good-friday-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/12/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029088-2020-04-12-in-home-communion/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029088-2020-04-12-in-home-communion/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780728-2020-04-12-10-am-on-line-easter-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780728-2020-04-12-10-am-on-line-easter-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/19/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-19-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-19-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-19-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-19-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1745894-2020-04-19-3-pm-boc-ministries-hot-meal/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1745894-2020-04-19-3-pm-boc-ministries-hot-meal/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1745894-2020-04-19-3-pm-boc-ministries-hot-meal/
https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/21/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029910-2020-04-21-4-pm-good-neighbor-alliance-meal-prep/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029910-2020-04-21-4-pm-good-neighbor-alliance-meal-prep/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029910-2020-04-21-4-pm-good-neighbor-alliance-meal-prep/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1029910-2020-04-21-4-pm-good-neighbor-alliance-meal-prep/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1283887-2020-04-21-messenger-deadline/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1283887-2020-04-21-messenger-deadline/
https://www.selcaz.org/news-and-events/calendar-of-events/list/2020/4/26/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-26-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-26-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-26-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/
https://www.selcaz.org/event/1780726-2020-04-26-10-am-on-line-sunday-worship-service/

