
 
 
 

 
 

2023 ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING THIS COMING SUNDAY 
All active voting members of Sierra Lutheran are requested to participate in our 2023 Annual 
Congregational Meeting this coming Sunday, January 22, 2023, held in the Fellowship Hall after 
worship, at about 10:20 am.  Childcare with 2 attendants from Shepherd’s Fold Childcare, will be 
available for children preschool through 6th grade.  A special movie will be shown.  We will also 
try to provide transportation to any with that need; let the Office know by Wednesday, 1/18.  (Note: 
Only members present in person can vote; there are no “proxy” or “absentee” ballots allowed by our 
constitution).  There will be an area in the back of the fellowship hall for those needing to wear 
masks and be socially distanced.  Coffee and other beverages will be available but no food items. 
 
This is a critical meeting for the future of our mission together in Christ.  We will be voting on Council 
and other elected leaders, our 2023 Mission Plan budget, and on the proposed Welcoming Statement 
(see below).  Part of fulfilling the responsibilities of being an official member of SELC is to participate 
in meetings like this.  Annual Reports with the agenda are available for pick up in the office this 
week or it can be emailed it to you if you can’t pick it up in person.  Please keep this meeting in 
your prayers.  We hope to see you there!    
 

Proposed Welcoming Statement 
(Note that this final version was updated by Council based on input  

received since the “straw poll” was distributed) 
Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church is here to welcome all. Our ministry is rooted in God’s Word and 
unconditional love revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, offering respect and acceptance of people of 
all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, race, ethnicity, physical/mental abilities, 
age and economic circumstances. We commit ourselves to making justice, racial equity, and 
inclusivity a true cornerstone of our church. We invite you to grow in Christ’s love as we learn from 
one another, fully saints and fully sinners. We ask for God’s Grace and power to help us be a church 
where all truly feel safe, accepted and freed to live out their divine calling. 

 
 

HOW WE CAN BE A RECONCILING IN CHRIST (RIC) FAITH COMMUNITY 
To be recognized as a Reconciling in Christ (RIC) faith community, we will: 

1) Clearly state a welcome to people of “all sexual orientations, gender identities, and 
expressions” and name our commitment to “racial equity”;  

 (With a yes vote at the annual meeting, this will be accomplished). 
 
2) Be open to calling LGBTQIA+ and Black, Brown, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC) Rostered 

Leaders; 
 (Council motion from May 19th, 2022 meeting now allows for the most qualified candidate to 

be called.  See Monday Messenger May 31st 2022 for specifics). 
 
3) Allow for our sanctuary to be used for LGBTQIA+ weddings and blessings; 
 (Council motion from May 19th, 2022 meeting now allows that anyone eligible to be married 

in the state of Arizona can be married at SELC.  See Monday Messenger May 31st 2022 for 
specifics). 
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4) and Make a meaningful contribution annually to support the national RIC Program. 
 (A meaningful contribution is any dollar amount the church is able to send.  Currently 92% of the 

RIC fundraising comes from individual gifts and donations. Contribution options include adding 
ReconcilingWorks (their overall organization title), to our annual budget or taking a special 
offering during the year where everyone has the choice on the amount they want to give to support 
this program). 

 
“Reconciling in Christ” is a designation bestowed on churches determined to be friendly, welcoming and 
safe for LGBTQIA+ people.  
 

 
WIDOWS OF SELC LUNCHEON - THURSDAY, JANUARY 19 AT 12:00 PM 

Reservation deadline is TODAY. 
“Widows of SELC” join us for a fun filled fellowship get-together. We will be meeting at La Casita Mexican 
Restaurant.  Payment for lunch is “Dutch” but ask that you reserve a spot for adequate seating. To RSVP 
or for more information, contact Carol Jordahl at 520-227-2796 (if no answer, please leave a message).  
 

 
REV. MIGUEL GOMEZ-ACOSTA GUEST PREACHER AND FORUM LEADER – JANUARY 29TH 

As part of the Grand Canyon Synod’s goal of connecting in meaningful ways with each congregation, Rev. 
Miguel Gomez-Acosta, Director for Evangelical Mission and Bishop’s Associate for Congregational Vitality, 
will be joining us to offer the sermon and present and answer questions during our Adult Forum following 
worship.  Please come and welcome him as we celebrate our partnership with the wider church body!   

 
 

WOMEN OF THE ELCA SPRING GATHERING 
You’ve Got the Power! Women of Hope, Courage, and Strength 

When: Saturday, March 18, 2023, from 8:30 am to 2:00 pm 
Where: Desert hills Lutheran Church (2150 S. Camino del Sol Green Valley) 

Registration Deadline: March 4, 2023 
Cost: $10 (fee includes lunch) 

Please contact Leslie McCourt if you are interested in attending (hoping we can carpool up). 
Registration Forms will be available in front of the office and on the Website under Featured Links. 
 
 

2023 GOOD NEIGHBOR ALLIANCE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
The mission of the Good Neighbor Alliance (GNA) on 7th Street, is to shelter men, women, and families 
out of homelessness and give them a second chance. GNA needs some generous and caring volunteers to 
prepare home cooked dinners for usually between 8-18 people.  Volunteer members of our church provide 
meals on the 3rd Tuesday each month. Dinners serve at 6:00 pm.  If you would like to volunteer, there is 
a blue sign-up sheet on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   

For further information, call Penny Crane 520-459-0546. 
 
 

G.I.F.T.- FOOD SIGN-UP 
The Faith Formation Team is excited to have the congregation share in GIFT- Generations In Faith 
Together on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month (unless otherwise noted). We have had a positive 
response both in numbers and comments to these Sunday mornings together and people are especially 
enjoying the breakfast goodies. To help share in the providing of food, there will be a poster out on the 
patio for the next several Sundays inviting folks to bring an item or two for the next few months. You can 
choose from a variety of items to bring, e.g.- Juice, string cheese, bananas, berries, grapes, hard boiled 
eggs, egg burritos or egg casseroles, mini muffins, bagels, or donuts. Please check out the sign up and 
take a post it note with the item listed and sign your name with email and phone. It’s that simple.  Linda 
Perry will send a reminder to you via email or a phone call. And just to note our NEXT GIFT WILL BE 
FEBRUARY 12TH!  


