
 
 
 
 
 

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FOR HAL DECKER 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 AT 1:00 PM 

A reception will be held following the service in the fellowship hall.  
Please bring a dessert or light finger food to share if you are able. 

 
 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT WORSHIP CONCLUDES 
“Living Betwixt and Between” 

Join us for one more Wednesday 12/21 at 6:00-6:30 pm, in the sanctuary, as we reflect on what it means 
to live in times of “liminality” as Christians, like in this pandemic time, and how God’s wisdom and peace 
can help us live into new and exciting realities.  Our liturgy is the beloved “Holden Village Evening 
Prayer.”  These services are livestreamed on our website and Facebook. 
 

 
“BLUE CHRISTMAS” WORSHIP SERVICE  

DEC. 21ST, 4:30 PM, SIERRA VISTA UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
A special holiday worship service especially for all those for whom Christmas is more difficult or 
challenging because of recent (or long-term) losses or grief of any kind.   Presented by hospice and 
Stephen Ministry ministries at SVUMC, on Buffalo Soldier & St. Andrew Dr., Sierra Vista.  All are welcome.  
A reception will follow. 
 

 
CELEBRATE THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS WITH US! 

 
 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES - SATURDAY, DEC. 24 

4:00 pm Cross-Generational Service 
Children are invited to don costume pieces and present special (provided) gifts for the Christ child at the 
Nativity scene. Includes communion and “candle” lighting (electric candles for the little ones.) 
 

8:00 pm Candles, Carols and Communion 
Featuring our Chancel Choir and Sierra Ringers. 

_________________________ 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY-SUNDAY, DEC. 25TH –10:00 AM 
Christmas Lessons and Carols with Communion. 

_________________________ 
 

NEW YEAR’S DAY, JAN. 1, 2023 – 10:00 AM 
Continuing to celebrate the coming of the Christ Child as well as ringing in the New Year! Come and 
dedicate 2023 and your life anew to the Lord! 

 
NOTE THE CHANGE IN WORSHIP TIMES FOR SUNDAYS, 12/25 & 1/1/23 

 
 

DECEMBER 19, 2022 - MONDAY MESSENGER 
SIERRA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 



SELC SCHEDULED BREAKS: 
Wednesday Bible Study – will not be held 12/21 or 12/28. Join us as we gather again in the New Year, 
January 4th at 9 am in the Music Room. 
Sr. High Youth & Confirmation – will not meet 12/21 or 12/28. See you back on 1/4/23 
Sunday Faith Formation - will not meet 12/25 or 1/1/23.  We will start up in the New Year on 1/8/23 
with a special G.I.F.T. (see announcement below) 
 

 

THE JAN-MARCH CHRIST IN OUR HOME DEVOTIONALS  
CAN BE PICKED UP AT THE WELCOME CENTER. 

 
 

2023 OFFERING ENVELOPES CAN BE PICKED UP IN THE NARTHEX 
OR FROM THE OFFICE DURING THE WEEK. 

 
 

G.I.F.T CELEBRATION – JANUARY 8, 2023 
10:20 AM IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Continue ringing in the New Year and come celebrate the baptism of our Lord and renewal of our own 
baptism in this special time of Cross Generational learning and sharing event. 

 
 

PERRY’S EPIPHANY OPEN HOUSE 
Mark your 2023 calendars for January 7, 2023, 1:30-4:30 pm, to join Pastor Mark & Linda Perry for an 
Epiphany Open House for the whole congregation at their home 2136 Cherry Hills Dr., Sierra Vista.  Snacks 
and drinks provided.  Come when you can, leave when you must.  

 
 

“STRAW POLL” FOR PROPOSED SELC WELCOMING STATEMENT 
As part of the process of considering whether or not to adopt the new “Welcoming Statement” that was 
unanimously accepted and approved by the Church Council (see below), we are surveying all voting 
members with a “straw poll” to respond with a either “yes” or “no” to the question, “If a congregational 
vote were held today to accept this as our welcoming statement, how would you vote?”  This survey is 
being taken to get a sense of the congregation in this matter.  It is not a formal vote of any kind.   All 
responses remain anonymous.  It was sent out last Friday by email to those members who have email 
addresses including a link to respond and by USPS mail to those without online capability.  (Thank you to 
all those who already have responded!) 
 

The Church Council will assess the results of this survey to determine if a large enough majority of 
members support this statement to warrant putting it on the agenda for a congregational vote at the 
January 22, 2023, Annual Congregational Meeting.    
 

We are sending this survey only to voting members since it holds the potential of becoming a formal 
motion for a vote at the annual meeting.  Your prompt response is greatly appreciated (deadline 1/3/23).  
Please keep this entire process in your prayers.  Feel free to contact a Council Member or Pastor Perry if 
you have any questions.   

 

PROPOSED WELCOMING STATEMENT 
Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church is here to welcome all. Our ministry is rooted in God’s Word and 
unconditional love revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, offering respect and acceptance of people 
of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, race, ethnicity, physical/mental 
abilities, age, and economic circumstances. We commit ourselves to making justice, racial equity, 
and inclusivity a true cornerstone of our church. We invite you to grow in Christ’s love as we learn 
from one another, fully saints and fully sinners. We ask for God’s Grace and power to help us be a 
church where all truly feel safe, accepted, and freed to live out their divine calling. 


