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UPDATE FROM YOUR SELC COVID RESPONSE TEAM 

As of late last week, Cochise County, along with several others, are in the “High” community 
risk level for Covid-19, according to www.covidactnow.org.  Weekly new reported cases per 
100,00 are at 225.5; weekly Covid hospital admissions per 100K are 10.2; and patients with 
Covid take up 5.4% of hospital beds.  Based on this high-risk status, the CDC recommends 
masking indoors in public due to these high levels.  
 
Your SELC Covid Response Team met last night to discuss how we should respond to these 
increases.  Here is what was decided: 
 
Please stay home if you don’t quite feel 100% or exhibit any symptoms of illness 
whatsoever.  Even if you haven’t tested positive for Covid it is safer for all to stay away 
because of the high infection rate of influenza and RSV.  Online worship on Sundays and 
Wednesdays are always available for you to worship from home, either at the actual worship 
times or another more convenient time for you. 
 
Worship – Wearing masks in the sanctuary is highly recommended, though not required.  
Extra masks are available in the narthex.  The rear pulpit-side section continues to be reserved 
only for those who not only wear masks but also remain distanced.  As always, you are welcome 
to take an individual communion cup as you enter if you do not wish to gather around the altar. 
Altar Communion will still be offered.  Servers will be masked and hands sanitized.  Hand 
sanitizer dispensers will be placed on either side of the chancel area if you’d like to apply 
sanitizer before taking communion.  Tissue packets will be made available for you to take if 
needed (no need to just take out one or a few tissues; grab the whole packet!) 
 
Fellowship Events - Fellowship events involving food will still be offered (except the “Carols 
& Potluck,” for several reasons).  If you prefer, please feel free to wear a mask and socially 
distance to your comfort level during any fellowship events to limit the spread of viral illness, 
especially for those that have high-risk health conditions or live with people with such 
conditions.  We will have masks available.  Of course, if for any reason don’t feel comfortable 
attending such events we completely understand and there is no judgment made.   
 
We make these recommendations in good faith and with trust that we are doing what we can 
to reasonably decrease chances of infection in our gatherings.  Of course, there is no guarantee 
that such steps will do that 100%.  Being fully vaccinated and receiving all the boosters available 
is still the best way to prevent serious illness and hospitalization.  For more information on 
what to do following exposure or testing positive, go to www.cdc.gov, and search in the Menu 
for “What to Do If You Were Exposed to Covid-19” and click on the “Isolation and Exposure 
Calculator.”  
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding and, most of all, for your prayers for health 
and healing for all.  

http://www.covidactnow.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/


NEW “WELCOMING STATEMENT” DISCUSSION SESSIONS 
Yesterday, November 27th, the first of the two discussion sessions was held in the fellowship 
hall where we watched a couple of short videos, answered questions and received input about 
our proposed welcoming statement.  The first video is called, “Why can’t church just say, “All 
are Welcome!” and leave it at that?”  The second video is called, “Why do you need a label for 
everything?”  The meeting was attended by several interested members and discussion 
centered around explaining the rationale for this process and why such a statement is deemed 
important.  If you have an opinion on this process, come to the discussion session and let us 
know what it is. 
 
As was previously shared, your Church Council supports continued consideration of the 
“Welcoming Statement” (below) and to continue work to determine if SELC is ready to become 
a Reconciling in Christ partner.  A second Discussion session will be held this coming Sunday, 
Dec. 4th at about 10:20 am, in the Fellowship Hall.  All adults and older youth are welcome! 
(Childcare available). 
 
“Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church is here to welcome all.  Our ministry is rooted in God’s 
unconditional love revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, offering respect, affirmation, and 
acceptance of people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, relationship 
status, race, ethnicity, physical/mental abilities, language/culture, age and economic 
circumstances. We commit ourselves to making justice, racial equity, and inclusivity a true 
cornerstone of our church.  We invite you to grow in Christ’s love as we learn from one 
another, fully saints and fully sinners.  We ask for God’s Grace and power to help us be a 
church where all truly feel safe, accepted, and freed to live out their divine calling.” 
 
 

STOCKING STUFFERS YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT  
Our youth will once again be shopping and wrapping this Wednesday, November 30th, for  
10 children in need.  We have funds remaining from last year but could use some additional 
help to ensure that we can assist all 10 children along with any last-minute requests we may 
get from others in the community or within our own SELC families.  Please make checks out 
to SELC and note Stocking Stuffers in the Memo line. You may put checks or cash donations in 
the special Stocking Stuffers box located in the Narthex. Donation deadline is  
December 11th! 

 
 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT WORSHIP BEGINS THIS WEEK 
“Living Betwixt and Between” 

Join us for four Wednesday’s at 6:00-6:30 pm, in the sanctuary, starting November 30th, as 
reflect on what it means to live in times of “liminality” as Christians, like in this pandemic 
time, and how God’s wisdom and peace can help us live into new and exciting realities.  Our 
liturgy will be the beloved “Holden Village Evening Prayer.”   

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
CANTATA & FRITTATAS SUNDAY – DECEMBER 18! 
More details to come in next week’s Messenger. 

 



“SIERRA VISTA SINGS” HOLIDAY CONCERT 
Thursday, December 1st, and Saturday, December 3rd, 2022 

7:00 PM (Doors open at 6:30) 
Sierra Vista United Methodist Church 

Featuring Vocalise, the High Desert Singers, and the Note-ables, providing a mix of classic and 
new Hanukkah and Christmas selections. (Several of our SELC family are part of these groups.)  
A free will offering will be taken in support of VeloVets. 

Tickets are $5.00 each - Contact Deb Koltveit at 520-803-0915 
Tickets will also be available at the door. 

 
 

NEW MEMBERS JOINED YESTERDAY 
We rejoiced yesterday to welcome these new official members into our fold: Allison, John, 
Isabella & Emma Bielinski, Allison’s mother, Carol Cesari; Tom Hanson; Patricia Shaner; and 
Eunice Park.  Also joining in the near future are: The Turner family and the Apodaca family, 
who were away with family. (We particularly pray for Terri Turner’s father, Richard Schoeder, 
who is near the end of his life in hospice in Safford).  We’ll add photos later of those we missed 
on Sunday.  Be sure to welcome them when you see them and get better acquainted!  
 
 
 
 
 

Carol Cesari, Allison, John, 
Emma & Isabella Bielinski 

Patricia Shaner Eunice Park 


