
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“THANKFUL LIVING – GRATEFUL GIVING” RESPONSE 
What a joy it was to watch almost everyone in the sanctuary yesterday coming up to the altar 
to place their offerings, 2023 Commitment Cards and Time/Talent surveys into the offering 
plates, with those remaining in the pews giving them to the ushers and friends to take up for 
them!  It is a powerful symbol of our mutual support for God’s mission here at SELC into the 
future!  (If you haven’t yet turned in a Commitment Card and survey, it’s not too late; bring 
or mail it into the church office this week).    
 
In this Thanksgiving week, I give thanks and praise for your faithfulness in being grateful 
stewards of all that God has abundantly given us.  When people ask, “How much should I give?”  
my response is always, “How thankful are you?”  Because that’s the true measure of what we 
ought to gauge our giving by.    
 
As Father Richard Rohr said in his daily devotion yesterday, 
“Life is a gift, totally given to us without cost, every day of it, and every part of it. A daily 
and chosen attitude of gratitude will keep our hands open to expect that life, allow that life, 
and receive that life at ever-deeper levels of satisfaction—but never to think we deserve it. 
Those who live with such open and humble hands receive life’s “gifts, full measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, and running over into their lap” (Luke 6:38). In my experience, if we 
are not radically grateful every day, resentment always takes over.”   
 
This week may we grow in both old and new ways in our spiritual discipline of “thankful living” 
and “grateful giving.”      
 
 - Pastor Mark 
 
 

ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING WORSHIP & PIE SOCIAL 
TOMORROW EVENING, NOVEMBER 22ND, 6:00 PM, SVUMC 

We rejoice that we are once again joining with other siblings in Christ to give thanks together 
at 6 pm in a joint worship service at Sierra Vista United Methodist Church (Buffalo Soldier Trail 
& St. Andrew Drive).  Combined choir, special children’s time featuring faith formation leaders 
Linda Perry (SELC) & Kayla Johnson (SVUMC), Pastor Perry preaching, and of course the 
delicious and fun “pie social” following!  All are welcome.  If you can volunteer with pie 
serving, please contact the church office TODAY.   

PLEASE BRING A PRE-CUT PIE TO SHARE AT THE SOCIAL.  
(And whip cream or Cool Whip if possible.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MONDAY MESSENGER – NOVEMBER 21, 2022 
 

SIERRA EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 



WEDNESDAY EVENTS THIS WEEK 
Our “Gospel of Luke” bible study will meet as usual in the Music Room with Pastor Perry at 9:00 
am.   We’ll begin looking at Chapter 20 with Jesus in Jerusalem before His Passion.   
NOTE:  NO “LIFT” Youth Group nor Confirmation this Wednesday. Our Youth will be shopping 
and wrapping later next week for their service project. 
 

 
NEW MEMBERS JOIN THIS COMING SUNDAY 

Share your welcome, show your support and offer up prayers for our new members joining during 
worship this coming Sunday at 9:00 am.  We praise God that these good folks are joining us in a 
more committed way to our mission and ministry! (Final list of names will be in this week’s bulletin 
email.) 
 

 
NEW “WELCOMING STATEMENT” DISCUSSION SESSIONS 

As was also lifted up in last week’s Monday Messenger, your Church Council supports continued 
consideration of the “Welcoming Statement” (below) and to continue work to determine if SELC 
is ready to become a Reconciling in Christ partner.  Discussion sessions will be held this coming 
Sunday, Nov. 27th and Dec. 4th at about 10:20 am, in the Fellowship Hall, to explain more of the 
rationale for this process, why such a statement is deemed important, and to address any questions 
and concerns.  All adults and older youth are welcome! (Childcare available. We will watch an 
animated Christian movie for children 2 years old to fourth grade provided in the Nursery room). 
 
“Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church is here to welcome all.  Our ministry is rooted in God’s 
unconditional love revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, offering respect, affirmation, and 
acceptance of people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, relationship 
status, race, ethnicity, physical/mental abilities, language/culture, age and economic 
circumstances. We commit ourselves to making justice, racial equity, and inclusivity a true 
cornerstone of our church.  We invite you to grow in Christ’s love as we learn from one another, 
fully saints and fully sinners.  We ask for God’s Grace and power to help us be a church where all 
truly feel safe, accepted, and freed to live out their divine calling.” 

 
 

HANGING OF THE GREENS - TUESDAY, NOV. 29th at 9:30 AM 
The Altar Guild will be preparing for our Christmas Services by putting up the Christmas Tree and 
decorating the Sanctuary and Narthex. All are invited to join in this wonderful time of fellowship 
and Advent preparation! 
 

 
STOCKING STUFFERS YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT 

Our youth will once again be shopping and wrapping on November 30th, for 10 children in need.  
We have funds remaining from last year but could use some additional help to ensure that we can 
assist all 10 children along with any last-minute requests we may get from others in the community 
or within our own SELC families.  Please make checks out to SELC and note Stocking Stuffers in 
the Memo line.  You may put checks or cash donations in the special Stocking Stuffers box located 
in the Narthex.  Donation deadline is December 11th! 

 
 

WEDNESDAY ADVENT WORSHIP BEGINS NEXT WEEK 
“Living Betwixt and Between” 

Join us for four Wednesday’s at 6:00-6:30 pm, in the sanctuary, starting November 30th, as reflect 
on what it means to live in times of “luminality” as Christians, like in this pandemic time, and how 
God’s wisdom and peace can help us live into new and exciting realities.   Our liturgy will be the 
beloved “Holden Village Evening Prayer.”   



 
CONGREGATIONAL POTLUCK AND CHRISTMAS CAROL SING SUNDAY 

DECEMBER 4TH - 5:00 PM – SELC FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Lots of fun and GOOD food! Bring your favorite dish to share. See you there! 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
CANTATA & FRITTATAS SUNDAY – DECEMBER 18! 
More details to come in next week’s Messenger. 

 
 

“SIERRA VISTA SINGS” HOLIDAY CONCERT 
Thursday, December 1st, and Saturday, December 3rd, 2022 

7:00 PM (Doors open at 6:30) 
Sierra Vista United Methodist Church 

Featuring Vocalise, the High Desert Singers, and the Note-ables, providing a mix of classic and 
new Hanukkah and Christmas selections. (Several of our SELC family are part of these groups.)  
A free will offering will be taken in support of VeloVets. 

Tickets are $5.00 each - Contact Deb Koltveit at 520-803-0915 
Tickets will also be available at the door. 

 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE 
Hello SELC Family and Friends:  Many of you already know I have sold my Arizona home and 
returned ‘home’ to Wisconsin. It was a difficult decision as we/i had resided there for 31 
years. It had become familiar and comfortable, and we found many friends. Returning to my 
‘roots’ felt ‘right’ at this time in my life. I hope that we will stay in contact and as ALL of my 
contact information has changed (see note below) I wanted to share that information with 
you.  If you are ever in Madison, I hope you will stop for a visit. I would love to see all of you! 
- Diana Galecke 

(If you would like Diana’s contact information, please contact the church office.) 
 
 
THANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOUTHANKYOU 
Dear Church Family: Thank you for helping in my healing.  Thanks for the prayers, the lovely 
prayer shawl, flowers from the Altar Guild, a beautiful communion service led by Carl and 
Carrisa, Pastor Mark’s visits and the ongoing help of Ellie, Becky and Lorna.  
God Bless You All – Jeannette Johansson 


