
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS CONFIRMANDS KYLIE & REILLY! 
Yesterday we rejoiced to welcome Kylie (“Rosie”) Burford and Reilly Howard into full membership 
of our church through Affirmation of their baptisms.  We shared worship and the laying on of hands 
with their family, friends, and youth sponsors!  A cake reception was held on the patio after worship 
to celebrate. Congratulations to them both! 
 
Here also are their faith statements: 
 

Kylie (“Rosie”) Burford: 
I believe that God can always be with you whether you 
know it or not.  I believe that Jesus removes all our sins, 
including mine.  I believe that he died on a cross, that we 
should follow the ten commandments, and that Jesus 
cured people.  He changed lives then so we can be better 
now.  God sent His Son to prove how our lives were 
supposed to be lived.  Jesus can also show that miracles 
can actually happen.  I believe in praying to Him and 
asking for guidance how to live my life.  
This church is fun, the people are nice, and I can make 
friends here.  It is not too judgmental.  People have 
helped me. It’s important to be here and it means 
something important to me. I’m especially thankful for 
camp and for being able to go on trips.  I believe God 
wants me to listen to more people and to God. 
 
Reilly Howard: 
God has helped me through hard times in my life, like 
during my uncle’s sudden death.  Jesus is a great example 
that anything was possible and anything can happen.  The 
bible helps me by reading about the miracles and 
believing that can happen to you.   
This church has been a blessing because since I got here 
everyone is nice, all events have been fun, and it gives 
me fun things to do.  I would like to try to help give back 
to the church community because they have done so 
much for me and my family and I want to give back to 
them.  
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UPDATE FROM THE “BUILDING AN INCLUSIVE CHURCH” TASK FORCE 
Following up on the May 2022 Council decision to allow for gay marriage and pastor/intern at SELC, 
the task force formed by Council to explore ways this congregation might expand on and better 
express its Mission Statement’s “welcome to all” has been carrying out the recommendations found 
in  the “Building an Inclusive Church” Toolkit (https://www.reconcilingworks.org/bic/).  That has 
included one-on-one interviews with about fifty representative members of the church.  Those 
interviews are continuing.  Based on the overwhelming support for greater inclusivity heard in those 
interviews, the task force developed a more detailed “Welcoming Statement” which was presented 
at last week’s Council meeting.  Your Church Council voted to support the continued consideration 
of this “Welcoming Statement” and to continue the work to determine if SELC is ready to become a 
Reconciling in Christ partner.  
 
Here is the proposed “Welcoming Statement”: 
 

Sierra Evangelical Lutheran Church is here to welcome all.  Our ministry is rooted in 
God’s unconditional love revealed most fully in Jesus Christ, offering respect, 
affirmation, and acceptance of people of all sexual orientations, gender identities and 
expressions, relationship status, race, ethnicity, physical/mental abilities, 
language/culture, age and economic circumstances.  We commit ourselves to making 
justice, racial equity, and inclusivity a true cornerstone of our church.  We invite you to 
grow in Christ’s love as we learn from one another, fully saints and fully sinners.  We ask 
for God’s Grace and power to help us be a church where all truly feel safe, accepted, 
and freed to live out their divine calling. 
 

There will be two Sunday morning sessions, November 27th and December 4th, to explain more about 
this and why it is important to have this detailed statement.  Everyone is invited to join us in the 
Fellowship Hall at about 10:20 am on those Sundays to listen, ask questions, and share thoughts, 
concerns, and feelings.  If you can’t join us on either of those dates, please contact Council President 
Jim Cleven, any of our other Council members, or Pastor Perry, with your questions/input. 
 
The intent is for Council to vote at its December meeting whether or not to formally accept this 
Statement.  If it is accepted, it will be then sent out to the congregation for a “straw poll.”  If a 
large majority of our members say they support it, then it could be added to the agenda for a vote 
at the Annual Congregational Meeting on January 22, 2023.   
 
We believe that this is an additional way to better share “God’s unconditional love for all.”  Your 
prayers and your partnership in exploring and considering this movement is greatly appreciated.  
 

 
WIDOWS OF SELC LUNCHEON - THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 17 AT 12:00 PM 

Reservation deadline is Today. 
“Widows of SELC” join us for a fun filled fellowship get-together. We will be meeting at Golden 
Dragon. Payment for lunch is “Dutch” but ask that you reserve a spot for adequate seating. To RSVP 
or for more information, contact Carol Jordahl at 520-227-2796 (if no answer, leave a message). 
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COMMITMENT SUNDAY – NOV. 20TH 
This coming Sunday, November 20th, is our annual “Commitment Sunday.”  All members and friends 
are asked to bring your commitment cards with you to worship on Sunday, Nov. 20th, as we offer 
them up at the altar as a significant part of our expression of adoration and submission to Christ our 
King.  (Let us know if you need one).  It is vitally important to the planning and implementation of 
our 2023 mission and ministry that we receive your intentions about how you believe you are called 
to support that mission with us!  If you can’t make it, please bring or mail in the card and survey and 
we’ll place it on the altar for you.  Join us in supporting the Mission of Christ here at SELC for 2023!  
- Joanne March and the SELC Stewardship Team. 
 

 
G.I.F.T. - NOVEMBER 20th – 10:20 a.m. -Fellowship Hall 

“Always be joyful and never stop praying.  Whatever happens, keep thanking God 
because of Jesus Christ.  This is what God wants you to do.” – 1 Thess. 5:16-18 

Join us for a burrito breakfast along with other yummy breakfast items and pastries! We will share 
in a time of thanksgiving and reflection upon this scripture and other conversation starters focused 
around the season of Thanksgiving through our fun Make Mealtime Family Time resources. 
 

 
ECUMENICAL THANKSGIVING WORSHIP & PIE SOCIAL – NOV. 22ND, 6:00 PM, SVUMC 

We rejoice that we are once again joining with other siblings in Christ to give thanks together in 
worship on Tuesday, Nov. 22nd, 6:00 pm, at Sierra Vista United Methodist Church (Buffalo Soldier 
Trail & St. Andrew drive).  Combined choir, Pastor Perry preaching, a special Children’s Time, and 
of course the delicious and fun “pie social” following!  All are welcome.  If you can volunteer with 
set up, etc., please contact the church office. Please bring a pie to share at the fellowship time if 
you can. 
 

 
STOCKING STUFFERS YOUTH SERVICE PROJECT 

Our youth will once again be shopping and wrapping for 10 children in need.  We have funds remaining 
from last year, but could use some additional help to ensure that we can assist all 10 children along 
with any last minute requests may often get from others in the community or within our own SELC 
families.  Please make checks out to SELC and note Stocking Stuffers in the Memo line.  You may put 
checks or cash donations in the special Stocking Stuffers box located in the Narthex.  Donation 
deadline is December 4th! 
 

 
STARTING TODAY! INQUIRERS / NEW MEMBER CLASS  

Anyone interested in learning more about ministry here at SELC and what it means to become and 
official voting member of the congregation is invited to join Pastor Perry in the Music Room on 
Mondays, 11/14 & 11/21, 5:00 pm.  Please email or call Pastor if interested or have questions.  We 
look to welcome new members in worship on Sunday, Nov. 28th. 

 


